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ñHigh Spiritsò   

A New Painting from Ivan Berryman  

 

 

BNAPS News  

July 2016  
BNAPS News Vol 6 Iss 4 ï July 2016 

B- N Defender 4000 and Turbine Islander on Static 

Display at RIAT 2016  

 

Pictures and news report on page 1 3  
 

 

  

50 years ago the Britten -Norman BN -2 Islander made its first public 

appearance in the UK at the 1966 SBAC Farnborough Show when Islanders 
G-ATCT and G -ATWU performed a remarkable display sequence that was 

reported at the time as having ñstolen the showò. 
This occasion has been recaptured in a new painting from Ivan Berryman, 

titled ñHigh Spiritsò to reflect the atmosphere at B-N at the time, and 
depicts the Islanders tak ing off from the main runway at Farnborough to 

start their enthralling display sequence.  

For more about the B -N Islanders at the 1966  Farnborough Show  
see page 10.  

 

ñHigh Spirits ò 



 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

BNAPS Suppor ters Fund Raising Appeal -  July  2016  

 

   
2000  2015  

2017  

Dear BNAPS Supporter,  

The project can only succeed with the continuing efforts of our team of volunteers and the 
availability of funding to cover expenditure for purchase of parts and materials, workshop 
rental, electricity bills, transport etc.  Our thanks go to those who have recently made 

donations w have been of great help in ensuring the work can proceed as planned.  
 

This appeal goes out to all BNAPS Supporters to ask for more help in various ways:  
 
 1. Indivi dual or Regular donations by direct debit or other arrangements. Feel free 

 to make payment directly to the Trust from your Bank Account and if you are a 
 taxpayer and wish to gift aid your donation a signature form will be provided. All 

 donations will be  acknowledged.  
 2. For donations by cheque this should be made payable to BNAPS or payment 

 may be made direct to our BNAPS account: Bank sort code: 55 -50 -39. Account 
 number: 47349344 . 
  

If you would like to support the fund raising appeal please contact BNAPS by e mail 
bob@bnaps.org.uk  or Telephone 01329 315561.  All donations large and small will be 

gratefully received ,  
Yours sincerely,  

Bob Wealthy  

Britten -Norman Aircraft Preservation Society Chairman  
 

BNAPS Receives an Award from the  

Isle of Wight High Sheriffôs Trust Fund 
 

BNAPS received some good news regarding our fund raising efforts when we were 
informed by Robin Courage, the Isle of Wight High Sheriff, that at a meeting of his  

High She riffsô Trust held on 7 July, our application for grant funding was discussed 
and an award was made to support the restoration of Islander G -AVCN as follows:  

 
 ñI am delighted to inform you that the Trustees unanimously agreed to grant 

BNAPS the sum of £425 to enable you to continue your wonderful work and to 
purchase top coat paint and spray painting of fin, rudder, tail -plane and elevator 

together with ñcheat lineò overlays for the fuselage.ò 

 
Grateful thanks are offered by BNAPS to The Isle of Wight High Sheriff and his 

trustees for the award which will be put to good use in the coming months.  

mailto:bob@bnaps.org.uk
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report  
May 2016 ï July 2016  
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4.        

5.  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Introduction  
Work is now proceeding at a steadily increasing pace now that the team is well established in the 

new workshop. Much effort is being applied to reconstruction and restoration of the wing with up to 6 of the 
team working on different areas of the main wing structure.  This includes replacing badly damaged and/or 
corroded components with parts manufactured onsite where possible, or if too complex, new purchased parts. 
More of the team members are carrying out, paint stripping, de-corroding, surface preparation and etch priming 
ƻŦ ǿƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎΦέ 

New fuselage interior trim backing panels have been made and the covering material is now in the 

process of being glued in place.  

The landing gear is being worked on by Bryan Groves and the nose leg has been successfully fit 

checked.  

On 2 June, BNAPS was pleased to receive a visit from the Isle of Wight High Sheriff Robin Courage. 

Following a conducted tour, where the High Sheriff was able to meet up with res toration team, very 

favourable comments were received about what he had seen and he felt that our project was 

ñinspirationalò and in keeping with the spirit of ñIsland Enterpriseò. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The following series of captioned photographs show the r esults of some of the work undertaken in 

the last period :  

  

 

The landing gear nose leg was temporarily installed to check if there was any need 

for shims. It was found that it fitted perfectly and there was no adjustment  to the 
m ounting frame was necessary.  

Mark Porter worked on de -

corroding and surface preparation 

of the port wing main spar box 

section removed for transit back 

to the UK from Puerto Rico and is 

seen here applying degreasing 

fluid to prepare the surfaces for 

etch priming . 
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report May 2016 ï July 2016   (continued)  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Maurice Dyer is seen here using the 

original skin panel as a template to mark 

out the fixing holes in the new fram es 
fitted to the starboard end of the wing.  

A patch was made by Maurice Dyer to 

cover a damaged area on the underside 

of the wing and is seen here located by 

skin clips and ready to be riveted in 

place.  

Following structural repair of the 

rudder Guy Palmer applied paint 

stripper and prepared the 
surfaces for etch priming.  

The main spar box outer section 

of the port wing that had been 

removed when the wing was 

brought back in a 40 foot freight 

container to the UK in 2000 is 

seen here having been etch 

primed and made ready for re -

attachment to the main wing 

structure . 
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report May 2016 ï July 2016   (continued)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Bob Ward working on the 
wing rear bay top surface . 

Patrick Gallagh er working on 

the wing rear bay top surface 

skin.   This has involved  

detail repairs and refitting 

one of the recovered top 
surface wing skin panels .  

The main spar box section of 

the port wing that had to be 

removed is seen here being 

aligned ready for re -

attachment to the main wing  
structure .  
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report May 2016 ï July 2016   (continued)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The damaged rear bay 

and trailing edge outer 

rib on the port port 

side trailing edge 

section will be 

replaced. Also the 

outer aileron hinge 

bearing support (not 

visible) is badly 

creased and corroded 

and will have to be 

replaced with a new, 

or undamaged part, if 

we are unable to make 

a replacement part by 
reverse engineering ñ. 

A replacement trailing 

edge rib has been 

purchased from 

Saywell International. 

This is a blank 

pressing that will be 

drilled to suit.  

This repair technique 

has already been 

carried out for the 

similar damaged rib on 

the starboard end of 
the wing.  

Bob Wilson is seen here making the aluminium 

angle sections needed for joining the wing end 
section stringers to the main wing structure.  

Close up view of the angl e sections being 

located ready to be riveted in place.  
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report May 2016 ï July 2016   (continued)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

With the outer wing 

section properly aligned 

Keith Winter is seen 

here inserting the angle 

sections to enable the 

stringers to be re -

joined.  

Sections of the skin had 

to be carefully peel ed 

back to allow access.  

Bob Ward is seen here 

tackling the re - joining 

process from the upper 

surface side of the 
wing.  

View of the stringers and 

joining angle sections  
during installation . 
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G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report May 2016 ï July 2016   (continued)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The port outer wing central 

section was successfully re -

attached and now awaits 

refitting of the trail ing edge 

and later on the leading 

edge parts of the outer 

wing section.  

The port outer wing leading 

edge part is seen here after 

de-corroding, surface 

preparation and etch 
priming.  

The ñTrim Teamò,  left to 

right , Rita Edgcumbe, Paul 

Thomasson and Jeni 

Gallagher, are seen here 

taking a break and 

admiring some of their 

newly covered fuselage 
interior trim panels.  
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 G- AVCN Restoration Progress Report May 2016 ï July 2016  

(continued)  
 

Work Planned for the Next Period  
Work will continue on rebuilding the wing  as the top priority. This will include progressing repairs 

to the starboard outer section to install frames, repair damaged skin panels and install recovered 

trailing edge skin sections. Once a damaged frame and a damaged aileron hinge have been 

replaced/ remade on the port outer trailing edge wing section this will be re - installed.  

  

Work will also be continuing in the following areas:  

 

1 completion of final assembly of the rudder and preparation of this item together with the fin, tail 

plane, elevator, ailerons and flaps towards a state where they can be taken off site to be spray 

painted.  

 

2 continue with the work towards completion of the fuselage internal trim.  

 

3 detail finishing work on the landing gear, now nearing completion, together with getting  wheels 

and representative braking system parts refurbished.  

 

Missing parts are still being sought. These are in the main parts associated with the engines and 

propellers and include:  

propeller governors, starter rings, carburettor, baffle plates, exhaust system components and a 

lower half engine cowling.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Propeller Inn bar,  

November, 2015.  

 

Carburettor and Aluminium Sheet from Isles of Scilly Skybus  

 
 
 

 

 

Ona recent visit to Cornwall the opportunity 

was taken to call by Landôs End Airport and 

meet up again with the Isle of Scilly Skybus 

Engineering Manager, Mick Yould, who looks 

after the airlineôs four Twin Otters and four 

Islanders.  

Discussion turned to or restoration project 

and how it was going since we had last met 

up 2 or 3 years back.  After a look through the 

Quarantine Store BNAPS was  very pleased to 

accept the generous donation of a carburettor, 

that had been  declared unrepairable for flight 

use , and a section of 22 swg aluminium sheet 

that will be used to make up replacement 

wing skin sections for G-AVCN.  


