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“High Spirits”
A New Painting from Ivan Berryman
50 years ago the Britten-Norman BN-2 Islander made its first public
appearance in the UK at the 1966 SBAC Farnborough Show when Islanders
G-ATCT and G-ATWU performed a remarkable display sequence that was
reported at the time as having “stolen the show”.
This occasion has been recaptured in a new painting from Ivan Berryman,
titled “High Spirits” to reflect the atmosphere at B-N at the time, and
depicts the Islanders taking off from the main runway at Farnborough to
start their enthralling display sequence.

“High Spirits”

For more about the B-N Islanders at the 1966 Farnborough Show
see page 10.

B-N Defender 4000 and Turbine Islander on Static
Display at RIAT 2016
Pictures and news report on page 13
1

BNAPS Supporters Fund Raising Appeal - July 2016
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Dear BNAPS Supporter,
The project can only succeed with the continuing efforts of our team of volunteers and the
availability of funding to cover expenditure for purchase of parts and materials, workshop
rental, electricity bills, transport etc. Our thanks go to those who have recently made
donations w have been of great help in ensuring the work can proceed as planned.
This appeal goes out to all BNAPS Supporters to ask for more help in various ways:
1. Individual or Regular donations by direct debit or other arrangements. Feel free
to make payment directly to the Trust from your Bank Account and if you are a
taxpayer and wish to gift aid your donation a signature form will be provided. All
donations will be acknowledged.
2. For donations by cheque this should be made payable to BNAPS or payment
may be made direct to our BNAPS account: Bank sort code: 55-50-39. Account
number: 47349344.
If you would like to support the fund raising appeal please contact BNAPS by e mail
bob@bnaps.org.uk or Telephone 01329 315561. All donations large and small will be
gratefully received,
Yours sincerely,
Bob Wealthy
Britten-Norman Aircraft Preservation Society Chairman

BNAPS Receives an Award from the
Isle of Wight High Sheriff’s Trust Fund
BNAPS received some good news regarding our fund raising efforts when we were
informed by Robin Courage, the Isle of Wight High Sheriff, that at a meeting of his
High Sheriffs’ Trust held on 7 July, our application for grant funding was discussed
and an award was made to support the restoration of Islander G-AVCN as follows:
“I am delighted to inform you that the Trustees unanimously agreed to grant
BNAPS the sum of £425 to enable you to continue your wonderful work and to
purchase top coat paint and spray painting of fin, rudder, tail-plane and elevator
together with “cheat line” overlays for the fuselage.”
Grateful thanks are offered by BNAPS to The Isle of Wight High Sheriff and his
trustees for the award which will be put to good use in the coming months.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
May 2016 – July 2016
Introduction
Work is now proceeding at a steadily increasing pace now that the team is well established in the
new workshop. Much effort is being applied to reconstruction and restoration of the wing with up to 6 of the

team working on different areas of the main wing structure. This includes replacing badly damaged and/or
corroded components with parts manufactured onsite where possible, or if too complex, new purchased parts.
More of the team members are carrying out, paint stripping, de-corroding, surface preparation and etch priming
of wing skins and other parts of the wing.”
New fuselage interior trim backing panels have been made and the covering material is now in the
process of being glued in place.
The landing gear is being worked on by Bryan Groves and the nose leg has been successfully fit
checked.
On 2 June, BNAPS was pleased to receive a visit from the Isle of Wight High Sheriff Robin Courage.
Following a conducted tour, where the High Sheriff was able to meet up with restoration team, very
favourable comments were received about what he had seen and he felt that our project was
“inspirational” and in keeping with the spirit of “Island Enterprise”.
The following series of captioned photographs show the results of some of the work undertaken in
the last period:

The landing gear nose leg was temporarily installed to check if there was any need
for shims. It was found that it fitted perfectly and there was no adjustment to the
mounting frame was necessary.

Mark Porter worked on decorroding and surface preparation
of the port wing main spar box
section removed for transit back
to the UK from Puerto Rico and is
seen here applying degreasing
fluid to prepare the surfaces for
etch priming.

1

4.
5.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report May 2016– July 2016

(continued)

The main spar box outer section
of the port wing that had been
removed when the wing was
brought back in a 40 foot freight
container to the UK in 2000 is
seen here having been etch
primed and made ready for reattachment to the main wing
structure.

Maurice Dyer is seen here using the
original skin panel as a template to mark
out the fixing holes in the new frames
fitted to the starboard end of the wing.

A patch was made by Maurice Dyer to
cover a damaged area on the underside
of the wing and is seen here located by
skin clips and ready to be riveted in
place.

Following structural repair of the
rudder Guy Palmer applied paint
stripper and prepared the
surfaces for etch priming.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report May 2016– July 2016

(continued)

Bob Ward working on the
wing rear bay top surface.

Patrick Gallagher working on
the wing rear bay top surface
skin. This has involved
detail repairs and refitting
one of the recovered top
surface wing skin panels.

The main spar box section of
the port wing that had to be
removed is seen here being
aligned ready for reattachment to the main wing
structure.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report May 2016– July 2016

(continued)

The damaged rear bay
and trailing edge outer
rib on the port port
side trailing edge
section will be
replaced. Also the
outer aileron hinge
bearing support (not
visible) is badly
creased and corroded
and will have to be
replaced with a new,
or undamaged part, if
we are unable to make
a replacement part by
reverse engineering“.

A replacement trailing
edge rib has been
purchased from
Saywell International.
This is a blank
pressing that will be
drilled to suit.
This repair technique
has already been
carried out for the
similar damaged rib on
the starboard end of
the wing.

Bob Wilson is seen here making the aluminium
angle sections needed for joining the wing end
section stringers to the main wing structure.

Close up view of the angle sections being
located ready to be riveted in place.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report May 2016– July 2016

(continued)

With the outer wing
section properly aligned
Keith Winter is seen
here inserting the angle
sections to enable the
stringers to be rejoined.
Sections of the skin had
to be carefully peeled
back to allow access.

Bob Ward is seen here
tackling the re-joining
process from the upper
surface side of the
wing.

View of the stringers and
joining angle sections
during installation.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report May 2016– July 2016

(continued)

The port outer wing central
section was successfully reattached and now awaits
refitting of the trailing edge
and later on the leading
edge parts of the outer
wing section.

The port outer wing leading
edge part is seen here after
de-corroding, surface
preparation and etch
priming.

The “Trim Team”, left to
right, Rita Edgcumbe, Paul
Thomasson and Jeni
Gallagher, are seen here
taking a break and
admiring some of their
newly covered fuselage
interior trim panels.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report May 2016 – July 2016
(continued)
Work Planned for the Next Period
Work will continue on rebuilding the wing as the top priority. This will include progressing repairs
to the starboard outer section to install frames, repair damaged skin panels and install recovered
trailing edge skin sections. Once a damaged frame and a damaged aileron hinge have been
replaced/remade on the port outer trailing edge wing section this will be re-installed.
Work will also be continuing in the following areas:
1 completion of final assembly of the rudder and preparation of this item together with the fin, tail
plane, elevator, ailerons and flaps towards a state where they can be taken off site to be spray
painted.
2 continue with the work towards completion of the fuselage internal trim.
3 detail finishing work on the landing gear, now nearing completion, together with getting wheels
and representative braking system parts refurbished.
Missing parts are still being sought. These are in the main parts associated with the engines and
propellers and include:
propeller governors, starter rings, carburettor, baffle plates, exhaust system components and a
lower half engine cowling.

Propeller Inn bar,
November, 2015.

Carburettor and Aluminium Sheet from Isles of Scilly Skybus
Ona recent visit to Cornwall the opportunity
was taken to call by Land’s End Airport and
meet up again with the Isle of Scilly Skybus
Engineering Manager, Mick Yould, who looks
after the airline’s four Twin Otters and four
Islanders.
Discussion turned to or restoration project
and how it was going since we had last met
up 2 or 3 years back. After a look through the
Quarantine Store BNAPS was very pleased to
accept the generous donation of a carburettor,
that had been declared unrepairable for flight
use, and a section of 22 swg aluminium sheet
that will be used to make up replacement
wing skin sections for G-AVCN.
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Islanders Steal the Show at 1966 Farnborough
Following the first flight of the BN-2 Islander prototype G-ATCT on 13 June, 1965, and just days
later a flight across the channel to make an appearance at the Paris Air Show, the intensive test
flying programme got under way. The test programme showed up some performance limitations
which resulted in adoption of more powerful 260hp Lycoming engines in place of the 210hp
Continental engines and an increased wingspan and G-ATCT made its first flight in this modified
form on 17 December, 1965. The changes proved to be effective and test flying continued with the
aim of gaining certification later in 1966.

G-ATCT in the B-N company colour scheme that was applied shortly before it appeared at
Farnborough in 1966 (BN Historians)
Meanwhile work had been under way to construct the first production BN-2 Islander and this
aircraft, registered as G-ATWU, c/n 2, emerged in August and made its first flight on 20 August,
1966. G-ATWU was finished in the colours of the intended first customer, the Scottish airline
Loganair.

Islander G-ATWU in its Loganair colour scheme as it appeared at Farnborough in 1966
(Denis J Calvert).
The 1966 SBAC Farnborough Show provided the opportunity for Britten-Norman to show the world
the BN-2 Islander; incidentally the Islander was the only wholly new type of aircraft to appear at
the 1966 show. With two aircraft available it was decided that a co-ordinated air display sequence
would be flown at the show and as a result the first public appearance of the BN-2 Islander became
a most memorable event. This extract from the Air Pictorial October 1966 issue titled “Farnborough
Report” gives a good indication of the effectiveness of the occasion in demonstrating the Islander’s
capabilities:
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“Two Islanders were present, the development aircraft G-ATCT, and the first production machine,
G-ATWU, in the livery of Loganair. A STOL performance aircraft capable of carrying up to ten
people, the Islander is powered by two 260hp Lycomings with constant speed feathering propellers;
maximum all up weight is 5,600 lb. of which 2,320 lb. is useful load. Features are its good
power/weight loading, light wing loading and large flaps, coupled with a simple rugged structure
intended to require a minimum of maintenance.
Perhaps the most remarkable thing of all is the price, which for the basic aircraft is £18,900. At
such a price, one might look for omissions or deficiencies, but a thorough examination served only
to confirm one’s original impression that here is something quite exceptionally good.
The flying display also confirmed this impression; the two Islanders demonstrated a STOL
performance using only part of the airfield which was in use in Cody’s day, and only when they flew
down the length of the main runway in formation, each with the starboard engine stopped, did they
appear very long to the west of the President’s tent.
Their final landing, still in formation, was short enough to bring them both to a stop before drawing
level with it. Being born and bred on a small grass airfield, such as Bembridge, is obviously good
for the breed of STOL types.
The Islander was described by one commentator as stealing the show, and there are few who
would disagree with him. This aircraft deserves success and the order book so far is proof enough
that it is going to get it. We hope to publish an air test of the Islander in due course”
The Islander air test was later to appear in the March 1968 issue of Air Pictorial as Air Test No.73.
Pilots at the show were Jim Birnie, B-N’s Senior Test Pilot, in G-ATCT and Duncan McIntosh, one of
the founders of Loganair, in G-ATWU.

B-N lslanders G-ATCT and G-ATWU in an air to air publicity photo for the SBAC Farnborough Show
in 1966 (Denis J Calvert).

Islander G-ATCT and G-ATWU about to take-off for their 1966 Farnborough display
(BNAPS Collection).
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In recognition of the Britten-Norman workforce’s dedication in pulling out all the stops to get GATWU ready in time for the air show, the company gave most of their employees a day out at
Farnborough.

B-N group photo with G-ATCT and G-ATWU at Farnborough in 1966 (BNAPS Collection).
Sadly the triumph of the Farnborough show appearance in September was followed by tragedy
when on 9 November, 1966, Islander G-ATCT encountered bad weather and crashed in the
Netherlands when returning from a sales trip to Germany. The pilot, Peter Hillwood, and his
passenger, Albert Weerda, the prospective B-N sales agent for Germany, lost their lives in the
accident.

“High Spirits” Prints Now for Sale from BNAPS
50 years on, and with the BN-2 Islander still in
production, the stunning display by the Islanders
at the Farnborough Show in 1966 has been
captured in a new painting from Ivan Berryman.
The painting is titled “High Spirits” to reflect the
mood of the time and depicts the Islanders
taking off from the main runway at Farnborough
at the start of their flying display sequence.
Ivan Berryman has kindly offered to make a
donation to BNAPS fund raising from the
proceeds of sales of signed, limited edition, “High
Spirits” prints – this is sure to become a
collector’s item.

“High Spirits” prints are available from BNAPS as follows:
*Giclee print mounted £100.00 (this process results in a print that is virtually
indistinguishable from the original painting);
*Print suitable for framing signed by the artist £37.50
For BNAPS/sales contact details see page 28 - Post and packing will be quoted separately.
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B-N Defender 4000 and Turbine Islander at RIAT 2016
The Royal International Air Tattoo (RIAT) held in July at RAF Fairford has grown over the years to
become what is recognised widely as the world’s foremost aviation air show. B-N brought two
aircraft to the show for display in the static park. BN-2T Islander, G-JSAT, c/n 2277, was there in
its striking gold 50th anniversary livery, the other aircraft was the BN-2T 4S Defender, G-WPNS,
c/n 4011.

B-N Group’s BN-2T Islander G-JSAT, with its special gold livery that was applied in 2015 to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the BN-2 Islander, is seen here on prominent display in the
RIAT 2016 static aircraft park and was clearly showing the flag for Britain’s only independent
aircraft builder –
Photo courtesy of Richard Goman.

Resplendent in its latest paint scheme, BN-2T-4S Defender G-WPNS is seen here in the
static park. B-N Group is progressively equipping the aircraft with the latest technology
equipment to suit ISTAR (Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition, and
Reconnaissance) missions as a highly capable and affordable system Photo courtesy of Richard Goman.
Defender G-WPNS originally entered service as G-GMPB in 2003 with the Manchester Police
Authority and at the time was equipped as a highly capable surveillance platform to provide
airborne security cover and support for the Commonwealth Games held in Manchester. The
aircraft is now in the forefront of B-N Group’s new ISTAR marketing initiative………….
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B-N at RIAT 2016 (continued)
Britten-Norman Launches New Defender 4000 ISTAR Trials and Demonstrator
Aircraft at RIAT 2016
The Defender 4000 G-WPNS was seen at the annual RAF Fairford show finished in its new
specialist AkzoNobel matt black scheme emblazoned with silver union flag tail, all created with
the support of Scheme Designers and Marshall Aviation Services. The aircraft can be viewed on
static display alongside a turboprop Islander, which is painted in the Company’s gold livery
commemorating the 50th anniversary year for the aircraft.
A B-N press release for the launch stated that over the coming months G-WPNS will be receiving
state of the art mission equipment fit using the latest surveillance technologies and ultra-light
materials. In partnership with industry leaders having proven mission management,
communications and sensor technologies, B-N is integrating a range of new capabilities into the
aircraft that are designed around export markets.
On completion the Defender will support a full ISTAR platform role with the ability to designate
targets of opportunity. The aircraft will also come with a variety of defensive aid options that
will protect the aircraft in the modern battlefield environment.

Close up view of B-N Defender 4000 G-WPNS in its new paint scheme at RIAT
(Photo courtesy of Richard Davies).

B-N Defender’s ISTAR Role with the Army Air Corps
The Defender 4000 is already proven as an ISTAR (Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition,
and Reconnaissance) platform having served with the Army Air Corps (AAC) 651 Squadron as
the Defender AL.1 and AL.2 for several years supporting aerial surveillance missions, including in
support of UK Special Forces (UKSF). The MoD recently announced that the service life of the
type would be extended to 2034.
651 Sqn was originally part of 5 Regiment AAC and based at Joint Helicopter Command Flying
Station, Aldergrove, Northern Ireland (formerly RAF Aldergrove) but was disbanded in 2003. In
2006, 651 Squadron was reformed and joined the Joint Special Forces Aviation Wing (JSFAW) in
order to provide support to UKSF operations in Iraq, and later, Afghanistan.
651 Sqn provided ISTAR support to UKSF operations in both Iraq and Afghanistan. As reported
at the time, AAC Defenders were based out of Basra and Al Amara, Iraq, and monitored
movements of insurgents along routes into the capital. These operations most likely involved
close coordination with UKSF ground units and Special Air Service task units operating in the
region.
651 Squadron is also capable of providing ISTAR support for domestic security operations, one
example being when 651 Sqn Defenders flew patrols over London during the 2012 Olympic
Games. It is fair to say that there will be a continuing/increasing demands for having a highly
capable ISTAR capability that can benefit from the introduction of new technology together with
deployment of this capability using a cost effective air platform such as the B-N Defender 4000.
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Mexican Islander Round Up 2016 – Part 1
Thanks go to Dave McCartney for this report about Islanders in Mexico:
I visited Mexico recently and found a few Islanders on my travels, and hope BNAPS News readers
will enjoy the photographs and brief stories of their owners and how these aircraft earn their living
on the tough outback dirt strips of this country.
11 April 2016 - Tuxtla Gutierrez Airport, Chiapas.
I found two Islanders located in government hangars of “Coordinacion de Transportes Aereos del
Estado”. XC-FIK, see note 1, was supported on trestles whilst XC-DIS was fully operational, both
aircraft were in excellent condition. The engineer explained that they only had one set of
serviceable undercarriage components which were shared between two aircraft.

B-N Islander XC-FIK, c/n 420, at Tuxtla Gutierrez Airport, Chiapas.

B-N Islander XC-DIS, c/n 250, at Tuxtla Gutierrez Airport, Chiapas.
Each aircraft was used on a six month rota, the other would then take its turn to be commissioned.
The undercarriage of XC-DIS was due to be transferred to XC-FICK within the next month. The 8
man maintenance team, assembled in front of XC-FIK, maintain both Islanders in immaculate
order, servicing the aircraft on a 50 hour cycle, changing all filters and fluids as required.
Note 1; First use of registration mark XC-FIK was on c/n 255 until around 2002 when c/n 255 became PF209 of Policia Federal Preventiva (PFP) based at Mexico City.
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“Coordinacion de Transportes Aereos del Estado” maintenance team at Tuxtla Gutierrez Airport,
Chiapas
There had been uncertainty with regard to XC-FIK’s true identity, this has now been confirmed as
number 420, which I personally read off the constructors plate in the door aperture. Total airframe
time on this 1974 aircraft amounts to 7515 hours. XC-DIS’ frame number was read off as 250, a
1971 construction airframe. There were tight restrictions on photography in this government area,
all photographs were personally taken by the hangar manager.
14 April 2016 - Ciudad Guzman Airport, Jalisco.
This airport looked non-operational with numerous fences blocking the runway. Islander XA-DIM is
stored in a fenced off area at the end of the runway. The aircraft is complete but severely sun
damaged and wind scoured, and looks to have been stored in this location for some years. The
Islander is finished in white matt paintwork which is weathering through to factory primer in places.
A coating of lichens are beginning to adhere to the underneath of the flight surfaces, despite this
the airframe is remarkably sound and free from corrosion. Both engines were free and
demonstrated evidence of compression. All glazing will require replacement, as it is opaque and sun
damaged, the interior and flight panel are complete but dust covered.

Islander XA-DIM, c/n 681, looking very weather beaten at Ciudad Guzman Airport,
Jalisco (see note 2).
Note 2: BN Historians records show that XA-DIM has been stored since 1985,
possibly earlier.
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Interior view showing the complete but somewhat dusty instrument panel and controls of XA-DIM

Islander XA-DIM B-N constructor’s plate
denoting it as c/n 681.

Owners’ plate on Islander XA-DIM indicating
its previous identity as G-AZRJ.

Islander XA-DIM carries no registration markings. However, its identity was confirmed by
photographing the construction and ownership plates. Owner stated as Aeroservicios Lopez SA,
Culiacan, Sinaloa, with the British markings of G-AZRJ stamped on the ownership plate!
Construction plate confirms frame number 681, a 1972 IRMA built airframe, delivered and flight
tested, flown Romania, Bembridge, USA, Mexico as G-AZRJ, being registered XA-DIM in June 1973.
22 April 2016 - Bachigualato Federal International Airport, Culiacan, Sinaloa.
Next I visited an Islander operator based at Bachigualato Federal International Airport, Culiacan,
and was warmly greeted by Jose Guerrero and Captain Francisco Vidales who showed me the two
Islanders that are currently fly from Culiacan to remote dirt airstrips, ferrying industrial machinery
parts and mining personnel to and from the silver mines of Sinaloa.

Islander XB-LVU, c/n 486, at Culiacan, Sinaloa (see note 3).
Note 3: XB-LVU was previously registered as XA-UKN for a short period around 2009/10.
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XB-LVU is configured as executive transport for mine employees, fitted with a roof mounted video
screen and leather bespoke “BN Islander” monogrammed seating. The pilot’s seats are still
trimmed in the original black 40 year old material. The instrument panel is well equipped and there
is much attention to detail throughout the aircraft which is maintained in excellent order.
View of the fully equipped and
up to date instrument panel of
Islander XB-LVU

Islander XB-LVU pilots’ seats

View of the passenger cabin of Islander XB-LVU and the
ceiling mounted DVD player.
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View of the passenger cabin of Islander XB-LVU from the
rear passenger door.
The construction plate is stamped as 486, denoting a 1976 airframe. An owner’s plate gives details
of the airframes’ past Britten Norman history as G-BDLH, and previous owners “Aero Taxi SA,
Durango,” that operated it as XA-GAZ.

Owners’ plate on Islander XB-LVU indicating
its previous identity as G-BDLH.

Islander XB-LVU B-N constructor’s plate
denoting it as c/n 486.

It was interesting to note that the starboard engine cowling had suffered a bird strike and been
repaired with a riveted metal patch, whilst observing this I noticed what I thought was detached
engine drive belt located at the rear of the propeller hub, on enquiring with Francisco, he informed
me that this was a spare belt secured to the engine casing, which could be changed over in the
event of failure at a remote airstrip location.

Islander XB-LVU starboard engine cowling
showing patch repair after a bird strike

Islander XB-LVU carried a spare alternator drive
belt in case of a failure away from base

The other Islander operated by the company is XB-PVZ which is also beautifully maintained, and is
equipped with two supercharged Lycoming engines, essential for “hot and high” short strip
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operations required of this aircraft. The interior seating is smartly upholstered in light grey leather
and fabric finish.

Islander XB-PVZ, c/n 353.

Interior view of Islander XB-PVZ.

Islander XB-PVZ
Islander XB-PVZ carries customised B-N style titling on the fuselage and passenger seats.
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Islander XB-PVZ was delivered direct to the USA as N87CA to BN sales agents Cavico-Alamo
Aircraft Sales, Fort Lauderdale, as noted on the door aperture mounted delivery plate. A second BN construction plate c/n 353, indicated that it was a 1973 manufactured airframe.

Owners’ plate on Islander XB-PVZ indicating
its previous identity as N87CA.

Islander XB-PVZ B-N constructor’s plate
denoting it as c/n 353.

Captain Francisco Vidales (left) and
Jose Guerrero (right) with Islanders XB-PVZ
and XB-LVU

Captain Francisco Vidales in the driving seat
of Islander XB-LVU

After taking their photos as a momento of my visit Francisco and Jose then drove me to the next
destination to visit the premises of Aero Servicio Pity SA, an aircraft repair business situated in
nearby Bachigualato only a few kilometres from Bachigualato Airport.
Dave McCartney July, 2016

Part 2 of the Mexico Islander Round Up story will be in the September issue of
BNAPS News.
It was good to hear from Dave McCartney that he had been able to get to Culiacan and to see
the Islanders there as BNAPS had the pleasure of meeting with Captain Francisco Vidales and
Jose Guerrero when they visited the Isle of Wight to be part of the “Islander 50” event in
June, 2015.
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Australian Islander Rebuild Completed
After some three years’ work, Islander VH-OBJ, c/n 458 was rolled out from the
Maryborough Aviation Services workshops at Maryborough, Queensland, Australia.

The team at Maryborough Aviation Services
with Islander VH-OBJ now completed after a
three year epic “nut and bolt” rebuild.

The scale of the rebuild is clearly indicated
by this view of all the sheet metal parts
replaced during the work.

This report from the Fraser Coast Chronicle by Hayden Johnson, dated 27 June, 2016, gives a
summary of the rebuild project –
It took three years to complete the extensive refurbishment and last week the latest job
completed by the Maryborough Aviation Services crew began its flight to Vanuatu. In 2012 an
aviation enthusiast found a damaged and faulty Britten-Norman Islander plane in western
Queensland. His enquiries led him to the talented team of engineers at the Maryborough Aviation
Services, who told him it would be cheaper to sell the plane for parts than try and restore it.
“I inspected it and told him the best thing he could do would be to part it out”, chief engineer
Colin Miller said, “But he wanted to go ahead and rebuild it.”
Mr Miller recalls the list of problems with the plane. “It was fully stripped, repainted, had a new
interior fitted and instruments and avionics repaired and upgraded. They were extensive repairs
and refurbishments.”
At a part-time rate it took about six engineers three years to refurbish the plane before it took off
from the Maryborough Airport last week. The large job coupled with the plane’s owner adding a
second plane to the engineers’ job sheet meant a steady stream of work for the aviation
company. “For importance to the business, it’s been significant to get a big job contract like this,”
Mr Miller said. “It gives us long-term continuity, “Some weeks there’s lots of work on and other
weeks there’s nothing to do. Buying the plane, the cost of the refurbishment and parts meant the
owner forked out “in excess of $350,000. He could actually have bought one cheaper but it
wouldn’t have been in as good condition mechanically,” Mr Miller said.
Left - Islander VH-OBJ now bearing the
registration YJ-AM1 is made ready for
delivery to Air Melanesiae in Vanuatu.

Right - Islander YJ-AM1 taking off from
Maryborough Airport for its delivery flight to
Vanuatu on 22 June, 2016.
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Air Flamenco Trislander Now In Service

Following on from the Air Flamenco article in the May issue of BNAPS News, the newly
acquired Trislander c/n 1044, now registered as N920GD and painted in the airline’s
colours, will by now be operating out of Isla Grande International Airport, Puerto Rico.

Air Flamenco’s Trislander N920GD – Photo courtesy of Hector Rosado

Aurigny Air Services Trislander G-JOEY Waits for a New Home

A reminder of how Aurigny Air Service Trislander GJOEY looked in flight during its many years of faithful
service maintaining the Channel Islands aerial lifelines.

Aurigny Air Services currently has
three Trislanders left in service:
G-BDTO, G-RLON and G-BEVT.
They
operate
routes
from
Guernsey-Dinard,
GuernseyAlderney
and
AlderneySouthampton,
alongside
the
Dornier 228s.
Meanwhile the unique and well
liked Trislander G-JOEY, which
was withdrawn from use over 12
months ago, is still looking for a
new home.
G-JOEY is reported as having been
parked in open storage alongside
the
Anglo
Normandy
Aero
Engineering hangar at Guernsey
Airport for most of that time and
there are mounting concerns for
its well-being. It is hoped that
long term plan for safe-keeping
and preservation will emerge soon
before it is too late to save.

Roraima Airways Trislander Maintenance Accident

News has reached BNAPS from Guyana that on 20 June at Eugene F. Correia International
Airport one of Roraima Airways maintenance engineers suffered severe burns as a result of an
explosion and fire that occurred during routine inspection and maintenance of the airlines
flagship Trislander, 8R-GRD that resulted in damage to the starboard wing.
All best wishes are sent to the maintenance engineer for a speedy recovery and it is hoped that
this unfortunate setback will soon be overcome by Captain Gerald “Gerry” Gouveia and his team
to get Roraima Airways Trislander back in operation.
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B-N Islander Operator Caroline Islands Air
The Caroline Islands are a widely scattered archipelago of
small islands in the north western Pacific Ocean, to the
north of New Guinea. Caroline Islands Air is a governmentoperated airline based in Kolonia, Pohnpei, managed by
Captain Alex Tretnoff. The airline provides passenger and
cargo transportation within the islands of the Federated
States of Micronesia. Established for more than 20 years
the airline operates B-N Islanders V6-01FM, c/n 2014, and
V6-03FM, c/n 660.

B-N Islander V6-01FM on the runway at Mokil, Pohnpei
Pohnpe
Unloading on Chuuk

Medical evacuation flight operations
Passengers waiting for a flight on Chuuk

Chuuk airstrip

Many thanks go to
Angelina Tretnoff at
Caroline Islands Air for
helping BNAPS with this
news item and for use
of the photos from the
airline’s website.
The crew at Caroline Islands Air.
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For more information
about this region of the
North Pacific Ocean and
the islands of Micronesia
served
by
Caroline
Islands Air then go to:
www.carolineislandsair.
com/

Hebridean Air Services Islander at Oban
Hebridean Air Services is
managed by Cormack Aircraft
Services
Ltd
based
at
Cumbernauld
Airport
near
Glasgow.
The airline flies charter and
scheduled flights along with an
air ambulance service. It is the
only airline to operate a
service between Oban and the
Coll,
Tiree
and
Colonsay
islands.
It is fully approved and
regulated by the European
Is managed by Cormack Islander Aircraft based at Cumberb=nauld Aviation
Safety
Agency
(EASA), and operates under
the UK Civil Aviation Authority
Air Operators Certificate, AOC
No.GB2146.
For more information see:
Hebridean Air Services Islander G-HEBS, c/n 2267, is seen
http://www.hebrideanair.co.uk
here taking off from the airfield at Oban –
/flights/Air_Charter.html
Photo courtesy of Denis J Calvert.

Windward Express Islander PJ-WEA

As a result of Jean A Halley’s
recent posting of a photo of his
Windward Express Islander, TJWEA, c/n 659, an interesting part
of its past history was revealed.
In 1995, when registered as DIAJW, the aircraft was flown in a
modified form to enable Jaromir
Wagner to become the “man on
the wing” for an Atlantic crossing.
Inset – Jaromir Wagner in action
riding the wing of Islander D-IAJW

The transatlantic crossing was made with 4 stops and started from Giessen in Germany and
ended at Caldwell, New Jersey 11 days later. The pilot was Robert J Moriarty. There is a youtube
video clip of Jaromir Wagner on the wing - see: www.youtube.com/watch?v=FW6GwZl2I6o
The man on the wing flight was given a mention in the January 2014 issue of BNAPS News. As a
couple of errors had crept in to the report these can now be corrected as follows:
Islander used, registration D-IAJW, was c/n 659 not c/n 658 as stated. Design and installation of
the special support frame over the Islander’s wing centre section was undertaken by Glos Air at
Bournemouth for the flight and not at Staverton Airport. Incidentally Islander c/n 659 was at one
time with Loganair as G-AYXK, “Captain Eric A Starling FRMetS”.
Windward Express Airways is based in St Maarten in the Netherlands Antilles and managed
by Captain Jean Halley. Established in 2000, Windward Express operates two B-N Islanders,
PJ-WEA, c/n 659, PJ-WEB, c/n 2208, and one Piper Aztec, PJ-WEC. As the Islanders have an
excellent STOL (Short Take-Off and Landing) capability this makes them ideal aircraft for
operation into short runways such as St. Barths, Baillif, Le Saints and Saba. With only about
400 metres of usable runway, Saba’s runway is the shortest commercial runway in the world!
For more information about Windward Express Airways and its services go to:
http://www.windwardexpress.com/index.html
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New Twist in the Aurigny Air Services Story
On 8 July the Guernsey Press ran a news item that adds a new twist to the saga of Aurigny Air
Services and how best to provide air services between the Channel Islands. In a “back to basics”
approach a proposal has been aired to run the Alderney to Guernsey inter-island services with a
fleet of B-N Islanders. If the scheme is ever implemented this would be a rerun of the way
.Aurigny Air Services started on 1 March, 1968, providing inter–island air services with a fleet of
Islanders, the first of which was G-AVCN…….
Guernsey Press 8 July, 2016 - Aircraft proposals unveiled in Alderney
“Alderney States member Norma Paris is proposing that Aurigny uses its Dornier aircraft to fly
from there to Southampton, but that four or five Islanders, which the airline used to operate,
are used for inter-island flights.
The proposition involves setting up an on-island company to work alongside Aurigny, which
would continue to operate the lifeline Southampton route with Dornier 228s.
Mrs Paris has circulated an outline of the proposal to fellow States members.
She said the plan was conceived to provide more flights and match connecting services, with
the airline controlled, owned and managed on Alderney.
She has recommended, subject to a proper study, the purchase of four or five used twin
engine, eight-seater Britten Norman BN2 Islanders – piston engined as they handle short
distances better.
She thought they would cost around £400,000 each. They are readily available, she said, and
continue to be manufactured.
Mrs Paris says they could also provide medevacs, flights to France and Jersey and carry the
island’s freight, newspapers and post”.

Aer Arann Islands Operations Under Threat
For more than forty years Aer Arann Islands has run a daily service with a small fleet of B-N
Islanders to and from Inis Mór, Inis Meáin, and Inis Oírr situated in Galway Bay off the west
coast of the country. As many as 30 flights a day are operated in summer. Flights are
maintained during the winter months even in the most adverse weather conditions. The service
has been run continuously for the past 42 years but may no longer be feasible if government
makes cuts to the funding as some of the 1,100 residents on the three islands have feared.
In an effort to reduce costs a tender for
provision of air services to the islands
was sent out last year and a helicopter
service operating from Galway Airport
was favoured by the Irish Government
Department involved. This resulted in
much local unrest which still continues.
Negotiations between Aer Arann Islands
and the Government over a new
contract for flights to the Arann Islands
are deadlocked, according to Minister of
State for the Gaeltacht, Seán Kyne, who
said one final effort would be made to
reach a deal.
The final deadline for concluding talks on the €3.6 million contract was extended until the
middle of July. The current service provided by Aer Arann Islands expires at the end of
September, and the company has applied for the new tender.
The Department of Arts, Heritage has questioned the prices offered by Aer Arann Islands,
which includes the cost of refurbishment of Connemara Regional Airport, Inverin, Connemara,
to Irish Aviation Authority standards.
Evidently this is a complex issue and there are several varied interests that have to be
reconciled. However, it is hoped that cost cutting, laudable as it is in seeking to protect public
funds, does not result in the loss of the service afforded by Aer Arran Islands and their B-N
Islanders that is so obviously highly valued and held in high esteem by the local community
that it serves.
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First Flight of “Islander Lookalike” Tecnam P2012 Traveller
As reported on 25 July by Flight Global:
Development of Tecnam’s P2012 Traveller took a major step forward on 21 July when the pistontwin took to the skies above Capua, near Naples, for the first time.
The 11-seat Traveller, the largest model in the Italian aircraft builder’s 22-strong line-up of light
piston-engined aircraft, is being prepared for certification in late 2018 and service entry in early
2019.

Members of Tecnam’s engineering team with the Prototype P2012 (Photo Tecnam)
“The aircraft responded exactly as expected,” says Tecnam’s experimental test pilot Lorenzo De
Stefano, who “made couple of circuits” around the airfield “to check the basic behaviour of the
aircraft, engine and flight controls”.
Paolo Pascale, Tecnam’s chief executive, describes the P2012’s first fight as “the beginning of a
new era” for the family-owned firm. Tracing its roots back to 1948, Tecnam has largely focused
on two- to four-seat piston-engined designs, aimed at the owner-flyer, training and specialmissions markets. The P2012 marks its first entry into the commercial aviation sector.
The aircraft's arrival, Tecnam says, “has been anticipated by many airlines, from the USA to
Africa, Asia and Australia, who have been demanding a replacement for the many hundreds of
heritage aeroplanes in the [US and European] FAR23/CS23 category currently in service around
the world”.

Prototype P2012 Traveller, I-PTFC, in flight (Photo Tecnam)
The launch customer of the high-wing aircraft is the US regional carrier and P2012 co-developer
Cape Air. The Hyannisport, Massachusetts-based operator has signed a letter of intent for 100
aircraft to replace its fleet of 80 Cessna 402Cs and four Britten Norman BN-2 Islanders.
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BNAPS Items for Sale and Sales Catalogue
BNAPS Ltd is the sales arm of BNAPS, selling books, prints and memorabilia etc., and makes a
significant contribution to our restoration funds.
Bnaps Ltd sales items can be purchased direct from BNAPS Ltd, at BNAPS events at other
events supported by BNAPS sales stands and by mail order. If you need more information or
wish to purchase specific items please contact BNAPS Ltd Sales by e mail sales@bnaps.org.uk
As from this issue of BNAPS News the sales items available will be presented in the BNAPS
Sales Catalogue as a complete range of goods for sale. The catalogue will be distributed as a
pdf file by e mail and will also be accessible at the end of August under the following internet
link: www.bnaps.org.uk
If this link is not functioning in a particular area then use:
www.ivanberrymandirect.com/bnaps.htm

BNAPS on the Internet - information about BNAPS, including back issues of BNAPS
News, can now be found from the following link: www.bnaps.org.uk

More BNAPS Supporters Needed
If any BNAPS Supporters Club member knows of someone
who would be interested in joining please pass on contact
details to our BNAPS Membership Secretary, Rita
Edgcumbe at sales@bnaps.org.uk
The principal aims of the BNAPS Supporters Club are:
“to assist BNAPS to preserve the history and aircraft of
Britten-Norman through member donations and to provide
assistance with the day-to-day operations of the charity”
Anyone with an interest in local aviation heritage is
welcome.
As a point of clarification, whilst BNAPS has contact with
B-N Group from time to time, as a charitable trust BNAPS
is an independent organisation.

BNAPS
BNAPS is a Registered Charity,
No. 1100735, set up to
"preserve the history and
aircraft of Britten-Norman with
the support of members’
subscriptions, sponsorship and
donations"
BNAPS registered address is:
7, William Close
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ
Trustees are Peter Graham,
Bob Wilson, Guy Palmer and
Bob Wealthy.
Bob Wealthy is currently the
Trust Chairman.

Forthcoming BNAPS Events
BNAPS will be contacting the new licensees at the
Propeller Inn to see whether the establishment can
support our social meetings again. The Propeller Inn
opened for business in early July and will feature a theme
of local aviation heritage
It is hoped that BNAPS News continues to provide timely
and informative reports about the restoration work and
what has been achieved.
If anyone has any questions or needs more information
about BNAPS activities and what is happening please do
not hesitate to get in touch.
28

How to contact BNAPS:
Email:
bob@bnaps.org.uk
Telephone: 01329 315561
Post:
BNAPS (Dept NL)
c/o
7, William Close,
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ.

