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BNAPS Restoration Team Achieves Major Milestone
After much hard work and perseverance the wing of Islander G-AVCN
has now reached the stage where its structure has been re-built and is now
ready for top coat painting. The restoration work included extensive reskinning, fabrication of missing parts, fitting of new parts and
reconstruction of damaged parts together with extensive de-corroding and
removal of old paint. A section of the port wing, that had to be cut off to
allow transport to the UK in a 40 ft freight container, was re-attached.
Some 18 months ago the future prospect for the wing looked
somewhat bleak and there was a feeling that the task of rebuilding the wing
was just too much of a challenge. Also due to the limited size of the
workshop facilities at Harbour Farm, work on the wing was lagging behind.
However, following the move to a larger workshop in March 2016 and
concentrated effort from the restoration team the situation was turned
around such that the wing is now ready to be set up for top coat spray
painting – this will lead the way into the final assembly phase in the coming
months.

On the left the wing is seen
being moved into the Harbour
Farm workshop in 2010.

On the right the wing as it is
now in the Brickfields
workshop - structurally
complete and ready to be set
up for top coat painting.

In this issue of BNAPS News:
Special Visit Report – Round Up of Islanders in Germany
Part 3 of The First 100 c/n 61 - 100
Plus VCN progress update and more news of Islanders and Trislanders
around the World
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BNAPS Supporters Fund Raising Appeal - July 2018

2010

2018

2016

Dear BNAPS Supporter,
Fund raising is still of critical importance to enable completion of the restoration work in
2018 and to ensure safekeeping of our restored Islander G-AVCN pending availability of a
suitable place on the Isle of Wight for it to be on public display.
As completion of the restoration work gets ever closer, “what happens next?” is the
question that is now concentrating the collective mind. BNAPS Trustees are examining
several short term/near term options that will enable Islander G-AVCN to be maintained
under cover with access for viewing, principally through open days and pre-arranged group
visits. This can only happen if BNAPS can continue to raise sufficient income that will cover
rent insurance and other expenses.
If you wish to support the fund raising appeal please contact BNAPS by e mail
bob@bnaps.org.uk or Telephone 01329 315561. All donations large and small will be
gratefully received.
Yours sincerely,
Bob Wealthy, Britten-Norman Aircraft Preservation Society Chairman
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
May 2018 – July 2018
1. Fuselage:
Interior trim panels for the pilot’s door and the two passenger doors are nearing
completion. Reconstruction of the map case for the pilot’s door has required making a
special plastic moulding.
Port and starboard access panels in the rear fuselage sides just below the tail plane
have been de-corroded stripped of old paint, etch primed and refitted to the rear
fuselage sides.
2. Wing:
Work has continued on trimming and fitting the new wing leading edge skin section
which was manufactured by Airframe Assemblies. This is a difficult and time consuming
task to ensure an accurate match with the adjacent skins and support structure.
The fuel tank sump assemblies, which are each made up of three fibreglass moulded
sections, have been repaired and refurbished and finally installed under each wing.
All the detail parts that make up the engine firewall assemblies have been repaired and
refurbished and have been skin pinned in place in preparation for final assembly.
There has been ongoing work on filling and finishing minor damage and dents in the
wing tip assemblies.
3. Ailerons and Flaps:
These items are painted and stored in preparation for trial fitting.
4. Tail Plane, Fin, Rudder, Rudder Trim Tab:
These items are painted and stored in preparation for trial fitting.
5. Elevator:
The extensive repair to the starboard tip has been completed and the tip fairing has
been re-attached. Damage to the port mass balance structure has been repaired.
New skins which carry the static wicks and which were badly damaged have been remade and installed. Elevator skin etch priming was completed together with drilling and
fitting of the elevator trim tab actuating rod shroud.
6. Landing Gear:
Landing gear components and wheels are ready for trial fitting.
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4.

7. Engine cowlings:
Lower half engine cowlings have been refurbished. A fibreglass patch has been
incorporated on the underside of one of the cowlings to cover some holes arising from
its previous use. Correctly located holes were drilled to suit the engine drain tubes and
vent pipes. The external surfaces of the lower half engine cowlings have been rubbed
down and etch primed ready for top coat spray painting.
8 Miscellaneous Items:
A number of wing to fuselage, and wing to engine cowling fairings have been cleaned
up and primed ready for top coat spray painting.

9. Top Coat Spray Painting and Finishing:
5. A scheme for removing the wing from the existing vertical profile boards and supporting
it on two horizontal bars attached through the main landing gear attachments has been
devised to facilitate painting of the whole wing.
10. Missing Items List – Bryan Groves has continued to maintain the list as work
proceeds.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
May 2018 – July 2018 (continued)
The following series of captioned photographs show the results of some of the work
undertaken in the last period:
Picture 1

View of the starboard side
elevator end section after it had
been rebuilt by Bob Wilson

Picture 2

A new elevator trim tab
actuating rod shroud (left)
was made by Mark Porter
to replace the original
item (right) that was not
suitable for re-use.

Picture 3

Bernie Coleman is seen
here installing the
replacement elevator trim
tab actuating rod shroud.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
May 2018 – July 2018 (continued)
Picture 4
View of the port side elevator
end section under repair by
Bob Wilson. The mass balance
housing and associated
structure was creased and had
to be taken apart, fortunately
there was no significant
corrosion.
A damaged infill section,
located as indicated, was
removed and a replacement
section made.
Picture 5a

Picture 5b

View shows port mass balance
support arm skin creasing and
distortion before repair.

View shows damaged area
of the port mass balance
housing before repair.

Picture 6a

Picture 6b

Viwe on the left shows the damaged fixed skin section. On the right the sections
is seen after repair.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
May 2018 – July 2018 (continued)
Picture 7

Bob Wilson installed the
new infill section to finish
off refurbishment of the
port side elevator end
section.

Picture 8
The main part of the elevator
rebuild is now complete. Some
detail assembly work associated
with the trim tabs and actuating
rod connection remains.
Other work is to fill few small
surface dents. Following close
inspection of it was considered
that the edge of a surface skin
section required some remedial
work. Repair scheme options are
under evaluation.

Picture 9a

Picture 9b

Port side fresh air scoop and drop
down mounting panel after
installation by Bernie Coleman.

Starboard side fresh air scoop
after installation by Bernie
Coleman.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
May 2018 – July 2018 (continued)

Picture 10

Various grp wing to
fuselage and engine
cowling to wing fairing
sections have been
refurbished and primed
ready for top coat
painting.

Picture 11

Paul Brook repaired and
refurbished grp wing to
fuselage fairings.

Picture 12

Wing to fuselage fairings
after refurbishment and
now ready for top coat
painting
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
May 2018 – July 2018 (continued)
Picture 13

Paul Brook and Guy
Palmer repaired and
primed the lower half
engine cowlings and made
them ready for top coat
painting.

Picture 14

View of one of the lower
half engine cowlings after
refurbishment

Picture 15
View of one of the lower
half engine cowlings after
refurbishment. This
cowling required a
fibreglass patch to cover
a number of holes from
previous use in the area
indicated. The correct
holes were then made to
suit the drain and vent
tubes from the engine.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2018 – May 2018 (continued)
Picture 16

Patrick Gallagher is seen here finishing
off a repair to the aft section of the
starboard side fuel tank sump assembly.

Picture 17

View of the starboard
side fuel tank sump
assembly with grp
parts installed.

Picture 18
Bob Ward installed the
rear fuselage side
access panels after
they had been cleaned
up and etch primed.
This view shows the
port side access panel
in place.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
May 2018 – July 2018 (continued)
Picture 19

Steve Cooley carried
out repairs some
surface dents on the
wing tip sections using
plastic body filler

Picture 20

Detail fitting of the
replacement port leading
edge skin section has been
worked on by Keith Winter,
Maurice Dyer and Mark
Porter.

Picture 21
This view shows the port
wing leading edge skin
section from the lower
surface.
Maurice Dyer has spent
some time getting the
curved edge on the
underside trimmed to fit.
The next stage is to
complete the installation by
riveting the skin section in
place.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
May 2018 – July 2018 (continued)

Picture 22
The lower part of the
rudder hinge surround has
been de-corroded and etch
primed.
The upper part of the
rudder hinge surround was
creased and distorted, this
has now been reworked
into its proper shape and
trial fitted to the rudder by
Bernie Coleman.

Picture 23
Paul Thomasson has
rebuilt the
map/document case
that forms part of the
pilot’s door trim card.
This required
fabrication of a
moulding tool to enable
a plastic edge finishing
section to be made for
the case

Picture 24
Bryan Groves produced a
manufacturing drawing for
the tow bar attachments
that fit inside the nose
landing gear axle.
Guy palmer arranged for
the parts to be made which
have now been successfully
fit checked.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
May 2018 – July 2018 (continued)
Work planned for the next period through to end of September 2018
1 Wing:
Construct vertical support stands for wing and spray top coat
Fit aileron and flap hinge bearings.
Trial fit ailerons and flaps.
Install main landing gear legs, oleos and axles.
Prepare to turn wing through 90 degrees to horizontal position.
2 Fuselage:
Continue with the door internal trimming and other internal trim.
Apply cheat lines.
Trial fit tail plane an fin.
3 Elevator and Elevator Tab:
Complete detail fitting work and etch priming then proceed with top coat spray
painting.
4 Fin:
Apply Aurigny heraldic lion logos to both sides of the fin.
5 General:
Top coat spray painting of main landing gear fairings, engine cowling upper and lower
sections, wing to fuselage fairings, wing to engine cowling fairings.
Make supports and structure for turning the wing through 90 degrees in readiness for
fitting to fuselage.
Make trestles to support the wing when horizontal including means of adjustment to
facilitate fitting the wing to the fuselage.
Prepare fuselage for move to centre of the workshop.

Islander G-AVCN Restoration Time Line
January 2000

Islander N290VL/G-AVCN recovered to the UK from Puerto Rico

2000 – 2005

Stripdown and inspection work for original “restore to fly” project

2009

Islander G-AVCN deemed to be “at risk” in open storage

March 2010

Survey to determine condition prior to re-starting restoration project

July 2010

Islander G-AVCN recovered to Harbour Farm Bembridge

2011

Preparation of restoration workshop facility at Harbour Farm

January 2012

Restoration work started

September 2014

Fuselage repair work completed and top coat paint applied

June 2015

Fuselage moved to Bembridge Airport for display at Islander 50

March 2016

Restoration work moved to a larger workshop at Brickfields

July 2018

Wing structure rebuild completed

Planned - July – December 2018 - Islander G-AVCN restoration work
completion and final assembly
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Thanks go to Peter Smithson for this visit report that arose from his recent Highlands and
Islands tour of two of Scotland’s Islander operators. The flight with Loganair in Orkney
was covered in the May issue of BNAPS News and space limitations meant that Peter’s
Hebridean Air Services visit report had to be held over.

Hebridean Air Services by Peter Smithson
Hebridean Air Services operates 2 BN-2B Islanders, G-HEBO c/n 2268 and G-HEBS c/n 2267.
There is usually only one Islander at Oban as the second is at Cumbernauld, operating
charter and ad hoc flights. When the Oban based aircraft needs maintenance, it is flown to
Cumbernauld where the work is carried out by Cormack Islander Aircraft. Depending upon
what work is needed, the other aircraft may be positioned to Oban to operate the scheduled
flights.

Hebridean operate scheduled flights, 4 days a week to 4 destinations from Oban - Coll, Tiree,
Colonsay and Islay. On Mondays and Wednesdays, they fly to Coll and Tiree and on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, they fly to Colonsay and Islay. there are flights to Coll and Tiree and on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, to Colonsay and Islay.
13

Hebridean Air Services Islander G-HEBS about to touch down
at Oban Airport.
As I wanted to visit all of the destinations, I arranged my visit on a Wednesday and Thursday.
Oban is located approximately 2 hours driving time from Glasgow and you pass through some
of the most beautiful scenery in the UK on the way. A sightseeing flight can also be booked
which takes in the Islands. This costs £67 and can be booked up to 5 days in advance.

Left, the terminal building and control
tower at Oban

Right, view on the approach
to the airport at Oban

The bridge that can be seen on approach to Oban airport is the Connel Bridge which spans
the Falls of Lora. No doubt this must be a welcome landmark for returning flights in poor
visibility. If you get the chance, have a go, everybody I met was so pleasant and very helpful.
(Photos and route map courtesy of Peter Smithson)
For more information about Hebridean Air Services go to: www.hebrideanair.co.uk
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Islanders in Germany by Peter Smithson
Thanks go to Peter Smithson for kindly providing BNAPS News with reports of his recent
trip to Northern Germany where he visited Islander operators FLN, OFD and Air Hamburg
and managed to track down 14 of the 16 Islanders known to be operating in Germany.
All photographs are courtesy of Peter Smithson unless indicated otherwise.

FLN - Die Inselflieger (The Island Flyer)
FLN - FRISIA-Luftverkehr GmbH Norddeich operate from 2 bases along Germany’s northern
coast, Norden Norddeich and Harle. The airline was established in June 1969 and has a long
and proud history and association with the Islander, acquiring their first aircraft D-IEDA c/n
475 in 1975. Because of the nature of the sea around the Fresian Islands, there are many
difficulties for boats, this is where FLN have carved a niche and provide a very popular air link
to not only Juist and Wangerooge, but a large number of other destinations available by
chartering the Islanders.

FLN currently owns 10 Islanders which are split between the 2 bases. 3 aircraft are usually
based at Norden Norddeich and up to 6 aircraft are based at Harle. The tenth aircraft, D-ILFD,
is leased to a company in Estonia for use during the winter (October to April) on a very
similar set up to FLN’s operation. It is currently in Estonia undergoing maintenance. They fly
from Parnu Airport to Ruhnu Island and Saaremaa Island. D-ILFD’s sister aircraft D-ILFC, was
sold by LFH to Islander Aircraft Sales at Cumbernauld, Scotland in October 2014 and was one
of the aircraft used in the James Bond film Spectre. After this starring role, it was sold on to
the Isles of Scilly Skybus where it operates today as G-BUBP.

FLN’s newest Islander
D-IFLB, delivered in
2017, on the ramp at
Norddeich.
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The Terminal buildings at Norden and Harle are very modern and spotlessly clean. Passengers
are processed efficiently and the aircraft fly numerous rotations throughout the day. Harle is
busier than Norden, with more flights.

Left, Norddeich Airport’s control tower and, right, FLN’s Islander D-IFTI on the ramp
alongside the control tower at Norddeich.
Maintenance is carried out at Harle, so when a Norden based aircraft requires attention, it is
positioned across to Harle, a flight of 15 minutes, for the work.

Islander D-IFKU receiving attention in FLN’s maintenance facility at Harle.

In 2011, FLN acquired the aircraft and operation of LFH Luftverkehr Friesland-Harle, who
were based at Harle Airport. The two companies’ combined and now fly under the FLN
branding from both airports. The only reminder of LFH is D-ILFH, which is in the hangar at
Harle minus its vertical stabilizer. This is a long term rebuild project and will take 18-24
months which will see it emerge fully refurbished.
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FLN operates what can reasonably be considered as the most modern fleet of Islanders in the
world, including the two very latest aircraft to be delivered by Britten Norman. D-IFCS, c/n
2312, delivered in June 2015 and D-IFLB, c/n 2313 delivered in August 2017.

FLN Islander D-IFCS –
delivered in 2015.

FLN Islander D-IFUT
climbs away after taking
off.

FLN Islander D-IFLB on
approach to land.
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The cockpit instrumentation on these two aircraft is a world away from some of the older
aircraft, featuring Garmin digital touch screen avionics.

The latest aircraft also feature a couple of other differences over older aircraft. They have a
larger, upward opening baggage door on the rear fuselage allowing easier loading and
unloading of bulky items. They also feature an additional window on either side of the
fuselage, allowing passengers who would previously have had no view, the ability to see out.

Islander D-IFCS is
equipped with a larger
baggage bay door. This
is hinged from the top
rather than the side as in
earlier version of the
Islander

View of the side of
Islander D-IFCS showing
the additional window
under the wing.
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All FLN’s Islanders feature composite wooden MT four bladed propellers, which give the
aircraft a very different sound both outside and inside the cabin. The aircraft also have a
revised silencer exhaust system which is required to allow the aircraft to fly out to the Islands
which have strict noise regulations. These regulations mean that from 12.00 through until
15.00, there is a curfew on Wangerooge, to give the inhabitants of the island a break from
aircraft noise.

All FLN’s Islanders are equipped with four bladed MT propellers to
reduce noise levels. This modification was specially approved by the
German airworthiness authority for Islanders in Germany.

All FLN’s Islanders are equipped with a new design of exhaust system to
reduce noise levels. This design modification was approved by the
German airworthiness authority.
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Images above show typical views of FLN’s Islanders in operation.
The two ex-Japanese Islanders, D-ILFC c/n 2272 and D-ILFD C/N 2296 that LFH operated in
the colours of their previous operator, Kyokushin, were picked up by pilots from LFH in 2009
and ferried back to Germany. This adventure is available to see and read about and there are
a number of pictures with a write up showing the route taken. Their story can be viewed at
http://airlebnis.homepage.t-online.de
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OFD - Ostfriesische Flugdienst
The second largest operator of the Islander in Germany is Ostfriesische Flugdienst or OFD.
OFD’s main base is at Emden and they currently have 5 aircraft in their fleet. They fly a
scheduled service from Emden to the island of Borkum. There are usually two aircraft based
away at other airfields. One aircraft is based at Cuxhaven Airport, which is Nordholz airfield, a
large German Navy base. Sea-Airport Cuxhaven/Nordholz, as it is called, is located on the
South side of Nordholz air base. OFD fly to Helgoland from here. The other airfield they fly
from is Heide-Busum. Here OFD also fly out to Helgoland.

The aircraft currently operated by OFD are:
D-IFBN c/n 2185, built in 1985, D-IOLK c/n 2306, built in 2007, D-IOLM c/n 2037, D-IOLN
c/n 2043 and D-IOLO c/n 2305, built in 2007.

OFD Islander, D-IOLK, on the ramp at Emden.
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Some of the aircraft come from varied backgrounds, D-IOLM and D-IOLN came from New
Zealand, once being operated by Milford Sound Flightseeing. D-IFBN has spent its entire
working life in Germany and was the 400th Romanian produced Islander. D-IOLO and D-IOLK
were both purchased new from Britten Norman in 2007 as part of a 3 aircraft order between
OFD and FLN, with FLN receiving c/n 2307, D-IFLN.

OFD Islander, D-IOLM, on the ramp at Emden.

OFD Islander, D-IFBN, on the ramp at Emden.

OFD Islander, D-IOLN, undergoing deep maintenance at Emden.
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Air Hamburg
The third operator of the Islander in Germany is Air Hamburg. Their Islander D-IAEB, c/n
218, is based at Uetersen airfield around a 40 minute drive North West of Hamburg. D-IAEB
is a much older aircraft than those in the OFD fleet and retains a traditional analogue cockpit.

Air Hamburg Islander D-IAEB in flight (Air Hamburg).

Above, Air Hamburg’s
Islander, D-IAEB,
parked in its hangar.
Right, a view of
Islander D-IAEB’s
original configuration
analogue instrument
panel.
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Another view of Air Hamburg’s Islander, D-IAEB, parked in its hangar.
Air Hamburg’s Islander is maintained in really nice condition and operates as a multi engine
trainer, sightseeing aircraft and also has a bubble side observation window on the starboard
side which is used when chartered by scientists monitoring bird activity in the North Sea.

View of the starboard side of Islander, D-IAEB, showing the bubble side
observation window.
Now 48 years old, having first flown on the 18 September 1970, it spent the best part of 17
years flying for various companies in Finland, before making the move to Germany in
September 1987. After service with several operators, Islander D-IAFB was taken out of
service in 2002 for rebuild and subsequently has been operated by Air Hamburg since July
2005.
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The First 100 by BN Historians

This series was started in BNAPS News 2 issues ago, and below we conclude the list of
Islanders that are still flying from the first 100, not surprisingly all 1969 vintage. B-N
produced the first 100 Islanders in just over 2 years: 9 were delivered in 1967, 30 in 1968
and 70 in 1969. All pictures from BNH Collection.

PART 3 – from c/n 61 to 100

c/n 65 – YJ-OO9. A 1969 vintage aircraft, first flight 11.4.69, as N291EX. 65 originally went
to Key Airlines on 11.5.69. Remaining with Key until the mid-70s, and whilst with Key
N291EX was leased to Colony Airline, Nassau in 1970 and STOL Air, California in 1972.
N291EX was re-registered N16KA when Key Airlines became Sun Valley Key Airlines. Sold to
Davis Airlines as N25DA in 3.75 and later to Skylease SC, Coastal Plains Commuter Airlines
SC, Crown Airlines SC, Air Express NC and then Air Charter IL before going to Canada in 1990
as C-FIAZ Sol Air Aviation. Staying in Canada until 2000 with 2 further operators, Resource
Air and McMurray Aviation, c/n 65 added another country to the Britten-Norman list when
moving to the Marshall Islands as V7-0009. Three years later 65 was sold to its current
operator Unity Airlines in Vanuatu as YJ-OO9.

c/n 66 - N401WB. As was the practice for a short time, this aircraft was not allocated a UK
registration, and 66 first flew on 16.4.69 as N598JA. Delivered to Jonas Aircraft 27.5.69,
N598JA then served with Mountain Airways NY, Metro-Aire NY and Morris Air Services NJ. In
11.71 N598JA moved to New England Airlines, Westerly, Rhode Island and has served
faithfully until the present day, (apart from a brief lease to Vieques Air Link, PR in 1976),
being re-registered N404WB in 3.13.

c/n 76 - P2-NAM. G-AXFC first flew on 22.5.69 and was delivered to Westward Airways of
Newquay, Cornwall in June 1969. Moving to Shackleton Aviation in 1970, G-AXFC became the
first Islander in Iraq when leased to the Iraq Petroleum Transport Company, Basrah, 12.70.
Returning to Shackleton Aviation in 4.71, and after nearly being sold to Air Bus-Nord,
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Germany as D-IAFC in July 1973, was finally sold to Aerial Tours in Papua New Guinea as VHWGQ. Becoming P2-WGQ in 1974, 76, moved to Douglas Airways in 1976, later becoming P2DNB. After Douglas 76 moved to Wewak Aviation and then Airlink as P2-ALD. In 2006 , after
Airlink ceased operations, 76 moved to the National Aviation Services fleet, and was reregistered P2-NAM (the second use of these markings on an Islander). As far as we know it is
still in service.

c/n 77 - N678TA. Another Jonas aircraft, first flying 27.5.69 as N853JA, and was delivered
to USA 7.7.69. Initially becoming N128JL with Triangle Airways, VA, and then Alamo Aircraft,
after a short lease to Cardinal Airlines, 77 became N112VA with Volunteer Airlines TN in 3.71.
Following brief leases to Nasco Leasing CA and West Air AK, 77 moved to Canada as C-GGZR
with Earlton Airways in 1976. Remaining in Canada with Coastal Aviation (1976), Simpson Air
(1979) and Pickell Construction (1980) moved back to the USA in 1984 to Talavik Creek Air
Taxi AR, then a series of owners and a brief spell in St Lucia as J6-SLZ, 77 moved to Isla
Nena Air Service in 1996, and was withdrawn from use in 2013. Registered to Blue Waters Air
Charter, San Juan, Puerto Rico, on 4.11.16, we hope that a new life is ahead of this Islander.

c/n 78 - N200MU. First flying on 4.6.69, 78 carried “Class B” markings G-51-19, and later
became CF-YZT for delivery to Spartan Air Services of Canada 23.7.69. In 1970 CF-YZT was
leased to African Air, Kenya for survey work, with the addition of a tail magnetometer.
Keeping this specialist survey equipment CF-YZT returned to Canada this time with
Spartan’s parent company Kenting Earth Science. Regularly seen in the UK, CF-YZT (later CFYZT) was in use with KES until 10.87, when sold to North Cariboo Flying Service, and was
also used by Little Red Air Service until moving to Dairy Air MI, USA as N200MU in 3.97. The
aircraft was painted a black and white “cow” colour scheme to reflect the “dairy” references
and the “moo” registration! A move to Jamaica as 6Y-JLB with Jamaica Airlink in 1999 saw
the “cow “ colours removed, operating for 3 years before moving to Air Speed Jamaica as 6YJSX in 2002. In 2004, 78 moved to the current operator Tropic Air Charters FL, having a
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complete refurbish in 2007/8, reverting to N200MU.

c/n 79 - VH-RTP. Initially registered G-51-20, and flying on 6.6.69, 79 became G-AXIN later
in June 1969, and was retained for a short time as a demonstrator. Delivered to Islander
Aircraft Sales of Australia in 11.70, 79 remained there ever since as VH-RTP. Being used by
several operators: Murchison Air Charter, Trans-West Air Charters, Civil Flying Services,
Melbourne Parachute Centre, Barrier Reef Airways, Rottnest Airlines, Cape York Air, Regional
Pacific Airlines and finally Airlines of Tasmania, from 3.09.

c/n 80 - N80KM. Another BN-2 using class B markings, G-51-21 flew 10.6.69, and a few
weeks later was delivered to Jonas as N854JA. After a short lease period to LIAT in Antigua,
N854JA was then purchased and became VP-LAC in 3.70. In 1977 VP-LAC was transferred to
Four Island Air (a LIAT subsidiary) and in 1982 became V2-LAC. Returning to the UK in 9.87
as G-BNXA initially with Atlantic Air Transport and a short period with Air Alba in Scotland, GBNXA was sold to Rock Air in Gibraltar in 1.97. The operation was short lived and G-BNXA
was acquired by Cormack Aircraft Service in 11.97. Then back to the USA in 11.00 to Island
Airways in Beaver Island, MI as N80KM, and is still in service with Paul Welke’s airline.
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c/n 81 - P2-NAV. First flying as G-51-22 on 11.6.69, the sale to Jonas as N870JA didn’t
materialise and the aircraft became G-AXSN for Islander Aircraft Sales in Australia. The
delivery flight was its entry into the London-Sydney Air Race in 12.69, finishing 7th. First
customer was Port Augusta Air Services in 1.70 as VH-ROV, but was returned to IAS in 8,.72,
prior to moving to Papua-New Guinea in 1972. Later becoming P2-ROV, 81 has been operated
by Air Fast, Crowley Airways, Panga Airways (as P2-PAA), Talair (as P2-ISM), was due to be
sold in Solomon islands as H4-AAI, but was returned to service with Talair as P2-ISS. In early
1990, 81 moved to Vanuatu with Vanair as YJ-RV6. Back to Australia in 10.97 as VH-CSU
with Coral Sea Airlines, then Lip-Air (Aero Tropics) and finally Regional Pacific Airlines, before
returning to PNG in 5.09 as P2-NAV with National Aviation Services, Boroko, where it remains
in used today.

c/n 84 - C-GCXF. First flight as D-IAWD 21.6.69 prior to delivery to Aerowest in Germany
on 30.7.69. Moving on to Air-Bus Nord and then Kurfiss Aviation. Moving to the well known
Islander operator OLT in 9.75, serving for 9 years until selling in Sweden as SE-IIM with
Vastergotlands in 3.84. Later transferring to another parachute club Samlands
Fallskarmsklubb and was fitted with four-bladed propellers and Liese silencers in 2004 – more
common with all German Islanders. This Islander moved to Canada in 2009 as C-GCXF and
was extensively refurbished prior to moving to its’ current operator, Tsayta Aviation, Fort St
James, British Columbia in 6.11.

c/n 94 - P2-SAC. G-51-29 first flew on 16.7.69 and was newly delivered to Aerial Tours in
PNG on 28.8.69 as VH-ATY (initially incorrectly marked as VH-GTY). 94 has been operated in
PNG all its life. Later becoming P2-ATY, and then operated by Douglas Airways, becoming P2DNY in 1982. Simbu Aviation took over after Douglas’ demise, and 94 was registered P2-SAC.
In 4.95, 91 moved to North Coast Aviation and as far as we are aware is still in use.
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c/n 95 – N95BN. First flight was 11.7.69 as G-51-30, but soon being re-registered G-AXKB
prior to delivery to Loganair in 8.69. G-AXKB remained with Loganair until traded in to BN in
1977, then moving to the USA as N95BN with Air Investments 6.78 and then to McPhillips
Flying Service, in 11.80 the forerunner of Island Airways based on Beaver Island MI. N95BN
remains in service with Island Airways part of their fleet of 4 Islanders, 2 of which are in the
first 100!

c/n 96 - 4X-AYT. First flying as G-51-31 on 19.7.69, the allocated registration G-AXNF was
not used, becoming 4X-AYT in 11.69 for delivery to Avirom Airlines in Israel. At the end of
1972 4X-AYT moved to Kanaf/Arkia and was transferred to the Israeli Defence Force/Air
Force in 10.73. It is not confirmed that the markings 4X-FMC/003 were used, but this is a
“calculated guess”. (Two Islander aircraft were donated to the IDF/AF to be used as light
transports and navigator trainers. It is possible more were added to the fleet but never as
many as 6-8 quoted by various sources especially Flight magazine – we are only aware of 4).
96 was returned to Kanaf/Arkia in 8.78, resuming its original identity 4X-AYT, dropping the
“Kanaf” later. In 12.03 4X-AYT moved to Ayeet Aviation. This aircraft may not be in use; it
was seen at Beersheba 12.10.12 and 19.12.14 looking tatty, but potentially serviceable.
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c/n 97 - J8-ELR. Another class B first flight, 21.7.69, as G-51-32, with allocated registration
G-AXKC not being used. Delivery to the Romanian Air Force took place 2 months later in 9.69
as YR-BNB. Remaining with the Rom AF, adopting military serial 97 in 1975, until moving to
CIPA (later CPPAC) in 1990 reverting to YR-BNB. Along with many of the Romanian Islanders
YR-BNB was withdrawn from used and stored in 7.92. In 2001 97 was purchased by Art King
and brought back to flying condition for ferry to the USA as N260AK. The route was via
Bembridge where the aircraft caused great interest being one of the oldest Islanders to visit
in recent years and that it still had the old style thin undercarriage legs particular to the BN-2
model before upgrading to BN-2A. In 2004 the Islander moved to Panama, but retained US
markings N260AK, and then moving to Inter Caribbean Express, Castries, St. Lucia in 9.11 as
J6-ELR. The aircraft remains in service as J6-ELR.

c/n 100 - P2-NAJ. Finally to c/n 100, another operating in PNG, first flying as G-51-35 on 24.7.69.
Aerial Tours, PNG took delivery 15.9.69 as VH-ATV, later becoming P2-ATV. With a similar history to
c/n 94, 100 was operated by Douglas Airways, becoming P2-DNV in 1982. Simbu Aviation took over
after Douglas’ demise, and 100 was registered P2-SAB. In 6.95, 100 moved to Airlink as P2-ALE, and
finally to National Aviation Services as P2-NAJ in 4.07.
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New Zealand Islander ZK-FVD Up for Sale
From a recent post on the BNAPS facebook page by Tony Deamer, of Unity Airlines in Vanuatu, he is
hoping to buy Islander ZK-FVD, c/n 316. Engines are low time as are the propellers and it has about
27,750Hrs. on the air frame and from the photos posted by Tony the Islander looks to be well
maintained and in nice original condition.

Islander ZK-FVD as currently offered for sale.

Islander ZK-FVD passenger seating.

Islander ZK-FVD instrument panel
and controls.

View of the cabin of Islander ZK-FVD from the
port side rear passenger door.

Islander ZK-FVD has been operating in New Zealand since 15 December, 1989, when it
joined Great Barrier Airlines. It made its first flight from Bembridge Airport on 19 January
1973 and passed through the hands of 11 owners in the UK, Israel, Greece before going to
New Zealand. In 1982, as G-BJWN, it operated with Harvest Air in the UK when it was
fitted with Micronair spraying equipment for a pollution control application.

Islander ZK-FVD as G-BJWN with Harvest
Air in 1982 (Peter Smithson).

Islander ZK-FVD in Great Barrier Airlines
livery (BN Historians).
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Roraima Airways Trislander Rain Forest Trip

One of Roraima Airways fleet of
three Trislanders is seen here at
a remote airstrip in Guyana
when it took a group of visitors
to the rain forest area
(Photo courtesy of Capt. Gerry
Gouveia)

Duxford Aviation Society’s Trislander on Show

Duxford Aviation Society’s
Trislander G-BEVT is part of
the British classic airliner
collection and attracted
much interest from visitors
at a recent Duxford air show
event
(Photo courtesy of Duxford
Aviation Society)

Trislander G-JOEY – Move to Oatlands Village
In April Trislander G-JOEY made its final journey to the Oatlands Village site on Guernsey where it
will soon go on display in a new building complex that is part of Oatlands Village Phase 2
development. It is planned to suspend G-JOEY on wires in a prominent position as a permanent
exhibit in the Play Barn now under construction with completion scheduled for July this year.

Plan view of the new development at Oatlands
Village showing the location of G-JOEY
suspended over the dining area in the Play Barn
(Guernsey Press)

G-JOEY making its final journey to Oatlands
Village on an artic low loader via Le Val des
Terres (Guernsey Press)
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New Build BN-2T for Air Tetiaroa
The latest new build Islander to emerge from the B-N works at Solent Airport is a BN-2T
destined for delivery to Air Tetiaroa. BN-2T Islander G-CKVA made its first flight on 3 June, 2018
and later in the month was fown to Bournemouth for painting in Air Tetiaroa colours.
Air Tetiaroa at present operates two BN-2T Turbine Islanders, F-OKAB, c/n 2310, owned by
the airline, and G-ORED, c/n 2142, that is on lease from B-N. The airline offers flights between
Tahiti and the atoll of Tetiaroa where the luxury Brando Island resort is located. With its own private
departure terminal at Tahiti’s International Airport where Air Tetiaroa provides a comfortable and
luxurious lounge with refreshments, television and wifi access for its passengers. The short but
spectacular 20-minute flight provides guests with an unforgettable introduction to Tetiaroa.

BN-2T Islander, G-CKVA,
climbs away after taking
off on its first flight on 3
June, 2018
(Photo courtesy of Richard
Davies)

BN-2T Islander, G-CKVA,
arriving back at Solent
Airport from Bournemouth
after it had been painted in
Air Tetiaroa colours
(Photo courtesy of Richard
Davies)

B-N Announces New Tie Up with China at RIAT 2018
Britten-Norman announced at RIAT 2018 that an historic contract agreement has
been signed with a major Beijing-based aviation business to bring the Islander
aircraft to the Chinese market.
The sales agreement is between Britten-Norman and the Beijing Fangyuan General
Aviation Co. Ltd, (BFGA). Under the agreement BFGA will actively promote and sell the
Islander in China. The sales opportunities will typically be small, regional local airlines with
a need for a range of aircraft types to meet their short-haul, high-frequency demands.
The agreement will also support BFGA in its ambition to further grow China’s general
aviation business which continues to expand at an ever increasing pace; Beijing is one the
world’s largest cities with a high GDP per capita and burgeoning demand for local transport
and infrastructure.
BFGA is strategically well sited and with a committed investment of some 300 billion
RMB earmarked for emerging industries, Beijing is also home to the University of
Aeronautics and Astronautics, generally considered to be the country’s highest seat of
learning for aviation business.
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Replacement Channel Islands Air Search Islander in Build
The new BN-2T Turbine Islander Channel Islands Air Search (CIAS) search and rescue aircraft for the
Channel Islands is expected to be in service by the autumn. At the beginning of July CIAS team
members visited the manufacturers at Solent Airport in the UK to inspect progress. At the time the
aircraft was awaiting delivery of a wing section from Romania.
Left - CIAS group, Tim Robins,
Graham Gilbert, and Jayne Shorto,
with the fuselage of the new build
Islander search and rescue aircraft at
the B-N works, Solent Airport, in July
(CIAS)
Below- Flashback to 3 November,
2013 and the crash of G-CIAS
(Jersey Evening Post)

CIAS has been using Islander G-BEXJ as a temporary replacement after their Islander G-CIAS
crashed on Jersey's north coast on 3 November 2013 when the aircraft went down in stormy
conditions at Devil's Hole as it was out searching for missing fishermen.
Following an intensive fundraising campaign CIAS recently confirmed that its fundraising target of
£800,000 for a new aircraft has been achieved and offered grateful thanks to all the many businesses
and individuals throughout the Islands that have given so generously.
The new aircraft will provide the Channel Islands and adjacent waters with a technically advanced
and capable aircraft for many years to come. However, the CIAS still requires funding of some
£140,000 per year to cover running costs so further fundraising is vital to maintain the service.
CIAS welcomes contact from any Guernsey-based pilots with a commercial licence or military
background and a minimum of 2,000 flying hours prepared to join as a volunteer crew member.
For more information about CIAS go to www.ci-airsearch.com

Air Alderney Update
Air Alderney has continued its struggle to establish its
Alderney based air service.
The company has recently released statements
through facebook to confirm its commitment and to
make clear the following:
• Air Alderney has been renting the following premises
in Alderney since last year; half of Hangar 1 and
Puffin House at the airport as well as our town office
at No.2 Victoria Street.
• Our Flight crew have completed the relevant typerating training on our fleet of BN-2T Islander aircraft.
• Our BN-2T Islander Aircraft have been inspected by
both the CAA and 2-REG and are fully compliant with
all regulations resulting in the aircraft holding all
relevant documentation.
• Our management team consist of the 8 individual
post holders required for our AOC application.

Air Alderney’s NM-2T Islander G-BJED seen here
when it visited to Solent Airport on 28 May, 2018.

A key issue for Air Alderney operations is that passengers arriving at destination airports from Alderney must have
the recommended security screening. Air Alderney’s MD has approached the States of Alderney with an offer and
designs to build a new terminal building capable of accommodating all potential and existing air links. This
terminal building would feature the required security screening machinery which has already been purchased. This
proposal is at present being considered by the States of Alderney authorities involved.
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BN Historians Present Talk on Islanders to Gatwick Aviation Society
Earlier this year Andy Clancey and Allan Wright of BN Historians were contacted by Tom
Singfield of Gatwick Aviation Society (GAS), asking if Allan and I could do an illustrated talk on the
Islander at one of their regular monthly meetings.
Without giving it much thought we readily accepted, choosing a May date which would be
the last one before their summer break. Allan and I thought that just showing hundreds of different
Islander slides would be somewhat boring (however big an Islander fan you are, one Islander is still
pretty much the same as another!) To fill a two and a half hour slot would require some 600 slides.
After some thought Allan felt it might be easier and more interesting to make a PowerPoint
presentation on a laptop. After confirming that a suitable projector and screen would be available,
now we needed a format! We chose to use dates/anniversaries/events/operators to illustrate the
history of the Islander. We would also outline the connection between BN Historians and BNAPS by
showing the excellent video which traces the repatriation and restoration of G-AVCN.
We divided the programme up into sections using the word Islander as an acronym:
I – International Success
S – Spectacular Flights
L – Loganair
A – Aurigny
N – Natural Progression
D – Design Innovation
E – Enduring
R – Romania
The talk was well received by the audience of around 25 society members. The Q&A part at
the end raised several questions which proved that the Islander family is still a much loved topic.
Our use of video with sound was declared a first for GAS, and we raised the bar for future
speakers!
Usually GAS pays speakers for their expenses. Instead of we asked for it to be paid to
BNAPS. Further donations were given during the evening, raising a total of £75.00.
We are now looking to use the presentation again at another aviation society – we may even bring
it to the Island sometime!

Wight Aviation Museum Update
The Wight Aviation Museum’s team of volunteers have been hard at work getting the
hangar at Sandown Airport ready for opening to the public. Construction of a replica of the Black
Arrow launch vehicle, originally built by the British Hovercraft Corporation at East Cowes in the
late 1960s/early 1970s, has stimulated much interest. The replica has now been moved from East
Cowes to Sandown Airport where it will be be positioned alongside the museum hangar.
For further information about what is happening at the Wight Aviation Museum and
progress towards the opening day go to: www.wightaviationmuseum.co.uk
Left – the aluminium structure of the Black
Arrow replica, built by Aluminium Marine
Consultants at East Cowes is seen here being
loaded for transport to Sandown Airport
(WAM).

Right – Artist’s impression of the Black
Arrow as it will be at Sandown Airport
adjacent to the Wight Aviation Museum’s
hangar (WAM).
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Wight Aviation Heritage Tours
Two tours have been run so far and each has made a significant contribution to BNAPS
funds. The next tour is planned for the end of September – specific date will be advised
nearer the time. Please contact bob@bnaps.org.uk for full details
The tour offers a full day out which covers all travel from Southsea Hovertravel terminal
and transport by mini bus on the Isle of Wight to aviation heritage locations at East
Cowes, Sandown, Bembridge and Ryde. Also included are entry fees where applicable and
a light lunch at the Propeller Inn.
The tour is normally priced at £75.00, for BNAPS Supporters Club members a discounted
price of £67.50 applies. High point of the next tour will be the opportunity to see Islander
G-AVCN in an advanced stage of final assembly.

B-N Caps for Sale
B-N caps with original style logo are priced at £8.00
each + £2.00 UK p &p. Overseas / bulk order p & p
will be quoted separately. Please contact Rita
Edgcumbe at BNAPS Sales to place your order:
sales@bnaps.org.uk
BNAPS on the Internet - information about BNAPS, including back issues of BNAPS
News, can now be found from the following link: www.bnaps.org.uk

More BNAPS Supporters Needed
If any BNAPS Supporters Club member knows of someone
who would be interested in joining please pass on contact
details to our BNAPS Membership Secretary, Rita
Edgcumbe at sales@bnaps.org.uk
The principal aims of the BNAPS Supporters Club are:
“to assist BNAPS to preserve the history and aircraft of
Britten-Norman through member donations and to provide
assistance with the day-to-day operations of the charity”
Anyone with an interest in local aviation heritage is
welcome.
As a point of clarification, whilst BNAPS has contact with
B-N Group from time to time, as a charitable trust BNAPS
is an independent organisation.

Forthcoming BNAPS Events
Next BNAPS Workshop Open Day event
now planned for Saturday 22 September
in support of Isle of Wight Day
Next Wight Aviation Heritage Tour planned for
September/October – tour dates will be
advised.
If anyone needs more information about BNAPS activities
and what is happening please do not hesitate to get in
touch.
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BNAPS
BNAPS is a Registered Charity,
No. 1100735, set up to
"preserve the history and
aircraft of Britten-Norman with
the support of members’
subscriptions, sponsorship and
donations"
BNAPS registered address is:
7, William Close
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ
Trustees are Peter Graham,
Bob Wilson, Guy Palmer and
Bob Wealthy.
Bob Wealthy is currently the
Trust Chairman.

How to contact BNAPS:
Email:
bob@bnaps.org.uk
Telephone: 01329
315561
Post:
BNAPS (Dept NL)
c/o
7, William Close,
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ.

