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Long Lived Aurigny Air Services Islander Up for Sale
The second Islander delivered to GlosAir on 15 March, 1968, was
G-AWBY, c/n 17, which subsequently entered service with Aurigny Air
Services on 8 April, 1968. In August 1972, following refurbishment as a BN2A-6, it was sold to Avio Laco in Italy and took the registration I-LACO. By
1994 it was reported that it seemed to be parked and little used. The fate
of c/n 17 has for some years been a subject of interest to Islander fans.
In 2015 it was reported that c/n 17 was dismantled and shipped from
Italy to Opa Locka Airport in Florida. After a very extensive refurbishment
c/n 17 emerged about a year ago as reported in the March 2017 BNAPS
News. At one time it was on US register as N70GF but subsequently took up
the mark of T7-IGF issued by the San Marino aircraft registry.
Islander c/n 17 is now being offered for sale, price so far undisclosed,
and remarkably it is understood to have accumulated only 5834 operating
hours in its 50 years of existence and looks like new – perhaps good for
another 50 years?
Left: c/n 17 as G-AWBY in Aurigny Air
Services colours c1968

Right: c/n 17 as T7-IGF in 2018

For details of what is on offer go to:
http://www.planecheck.com/index.asp?ent=da&id=37027&cor=y

Aurigny 50th Event Postponed Due to Severe Weather
The severe weather experienced in the few days before BNAPS Aurigny 50th
celebratory event and workshop visits planned for 3 March resulted in the decision
to postpone the event until Saturday 7 April, 2018.

In this issue of BNAPS News:
John Perera recounts selling Islanders with Heli Orient
Flying an Islander to Nepal by Neil Harrison
Plus VCN progress update and news of Islanders around the World
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BNAPS Supporters Fund Raising Appeal - March 2018

2010

2018

2016

Dear BNAPS Supporter,
All will no doubt be eagerly looking forward to seeing our historic Islander emerge as a fully
assembled high quality static exhibit in 2018. This achievement will be a credit to the restoration
team of volunteers that has enabled the project to go from strength to strength since the project
was restarted in March 2010. Thanks go to all who have generously supported the project over the
years.
Fund raising is still of critical importance to enable completion of the restoration work in 2018 and
to ensure safekeeping of our restored Islander G-AVCN pending availability of a suitable place on
the Isle of Wight for it to be on public display.
If you wish to support the fund raising appeal please contact BNAPS by e mail bob@bnaps.org.uk or
Telephone 01329 315561. All donations large and small will be gratefully received.
Yours sincerely,
Bob Wealthy, Britten-Norman Aircraft Preservation Society Chairman

VCN Restoration Completion - Looking Ahead
In 2018 we are all no doubt looking forward to seeing our historic Islander G-AVCN
emerge as a fully restored aircraft, not to fly, but as a high quality static exhibit.
There will certainly be an “Official Unveiling” of G-AVCN and at the beginning of
this year mid-June seemed to be a reasonable prospect to consider. After
conducting a review of current progress and the work needed to complete the
restoration it was apparent that there was little contingency in the schedule.
Progress has been good and the main structural work on the wing is now close to
completion. However, some time has been lost over the winter months partly due
to the weather. Also electrical installation work that had to be undertaken on other
parts of the site in January resulted in no electrical power being available for our
workshop at times.
Other considerations relate to the fact that we have a difficult lifting operation to
shift the wing from its vertical stands to a horizontal configuration. Suitable wing
stands have to be constructed together with a means for bringing the fuselage and
wing together and properly aligned so that the wing/fuselage attachment bolts can
be fitted. Also we will be breaking new ground when the tail plane, fin, rudder
ailerons, flaps, landing gear and engines and propellers are installed together with
installation of the engine cowlings and a number of fairings.
Recognising that there is no merit in trying to set a, possibly high risk, target date
for the unveiling at this time, particularly where there are a number of critical
areas of work still to be completed, it is now proposed that the “Official Unveiling”
of G-AVCN will take place around the end of September/early October.
As can be appreciated from the progress report in this issue of BNAPS News, the
restoration team has continued to make excellent progress and the project will see
the restored aircraft all coming together in the next few months.
BNAPS Trustees 15 March, 2018
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
January 2018 – March 2018
Despite some disruption when workshop access was restricted due to electrical power
cable installation work on site, together with the recent spell of exceptionally cold
weather, work has progressed well in a number of key areas. As covered in detail
below, work on the wing leading edge box skins and trailing box skins to de-corrode
and/or repair and then etch prime has progressed well and structural work is now close
to completion.
No top coat spray painting has been done during the period as it was felt that the
workshop was too cold.
Assembly of the landing gear was started, disc brake rotors have been skimmed and a
set of wheels have been cleaned and painted.
1. Fuselage – Paul Thomasson has continued with fabrication of door trim panels.
2. Wing – Work has continued to clean up and/or repair corroded areas of the upper and lower
surface leading edge areas so that they can be etch primed. In some areas new skins have been
or will be fitted. To complete this work the wing supports will have to be moved to allow access
to those areas presently under the supports. Bob Ward, Keith Winter, Mark Port, Steve Cooley,
Bernie Coleman and Bob Wealthy are all involved with this work which is nearing completion.
Patrick Gallagher has continued to re-instate fixings for the many access panels. Again this work
is close to completion. New and re-furbished wing leading edge skins have been installed and
again this work is close to completion.
3. Ailerons and Flaps – These items have been top coat spray painted and await installation at
a later stage.
4. Elevator - Rebuild of the badly damaged and corroded port end section of the elevator is now
at a stage where new parts have been made and are now being riveted in place. The mass
balance weight has now been fitted to the new mass balance housing that was made and is
ready for installation. Installation of the new trim tab is almost complete. Maurice Dyer and Bob
Wilson have been working on this.
5. Landing Gear – Bryan Groves and Charles Shiveral have started detail fitting work and
assembly of the main and nose landing gears.
6. Engine cowlings – Work on the lower half engine cowlings is on hold at present, the work
will be initiated when effort is available following completion of the wing restoration/rebuild.
7. Propeller spinners – These items await top coat spray painting.
8. Engine Air Baffles - Bryan Groves and Charles Shiveral have cross checked the air baffles
to hand against part numbers and identified the remaining two missing items needed to make up
two complete sets.
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9. Top Coat Spray Painting and Finishing - Top coat spray painting of the wing, main landing
gear fairings and the elevator will be continued when the weather is warmer.
10. Missing Items List – Bryan Groves has continued to maintain the list as work proceeds.

4. 11. Parts Received from Anglo Normandy Aeroengineering – Thanks go to Graham Gilbert
5.

and Anglo Normandy Aeroengineering for donating a number of engine air baffle components
and the engine air filter/carb heat housing.
12. Flap and Aileron Hinge Bearings – Thanks go to Tim Barton for obtaining 5 bearings
needed to enable completion of the aileron and flap hinge assemblies.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
January 2018 – March 2018 (continued)
The following series of captioned photographs show the results of some of the work
undertaken in the last period:
Picture 1

Port wing lower surface
leading edge skin section
was de-corroded and all old
paint removed

Picture 2

Bernie Coleman is seen here
working on the outboard
section of the starboard
wing to remove a dent in
the upper surface skin
around the navigation light
aperture.

Picture 3

Following installation of
the glass fibre closing
angle, the flap and aileron
recesses were etch primed
by Guy Palmer.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
January 2018 – March 2018 (continued)
Picture 4

The starboard wing lower
surface leading edge skin
structure prepared ready
for installation of the
refurbished skin.

Picture 5

Starboard wing, lower
surface, leading edge
outboard skin etch primed
ready to be re-fitted

Picture 6

Keith Winter (right)
positioning the refurbished
starboard wing skin using
skin clips.
Steve Cooley is decorroding an adjacent part
of the wing’s leading edge
structure.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
January 2018 – March 2018 (continued)
Picture 7

Keith Winter riveted the
refurbished starboard wing,
lower surface leading edge
skin in place to complete
its installation.

Picture 8

Part of the starboard wing
upper surface leading edge
skin that has been etch
primed after having been
de-corroded and old paint
removed.

Picture 9

Part of the leading edge
upper surface located near
the centre section of the
wing before it had been decorroded and old paint
removed.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
January 2018 – March 2018 (continued)

Picture 10

Part of the leading edge
upper surface located near
the centre section of the
wing after it had been decorroded and etch primed

Picture 11

Bob Ward is seen here
doing some detail fitting
work on the port wing
upper surface.

Picture 12

This view show the port wing
upper surface, leading edge
skin section after it has been
riveted in place by Mark Porter
and Bob Ward.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
January 2018 – March 2018 (continued)
Picture 13

Mark Porter is seen here
installing a refurbished
skin on the port wing
leading edge lower surface
using skin clips, prior to
the skin being riveted in
place.

Picture 14

The port wing leading
edge lower surface skin is
seen here after being
riveted in place.
The position of the wing
vertical support stands
will be adjusted at a later
stage to enable access to
obscured fixing holes.

Picture 15
Steve Cooley has
fabricated and installed a
repair patch for part of
the port wing upper
surface leading edge
skin. Some perforation
had occurred at the edge
of the skin due to
corrosion and patching
was preferred in this case
rather than replacement
of the whole skin section.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
January 2018 – March 2018 (continued)
Picture 16

Wing vertical support
stands were re-located
to allow access for etch
priming and fitting skin
sections in areas that
were previously
inaccessible.

Picture 17

Bob Wilson worked on
rebuilding the end
section structure of the
elevator

Picture 18

Maurice Dyer removed
the original elevator
trim tab that was
considered to be too
badly damaged and
installed the new trim
tab.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
January 2018 – March 2018 (continued)
Picture 19

Bryan Groves is seen
here working on detail
fitting of landing gear
components and
landing gear assembly.

Picture 20

Main and nose landing
gear seen here well
advanced towards
completion.

Picture 21

Paul Thomasson with
the door trim panels
that are being reconstructed.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
January 2018 – March 2018 (continued)
Picture 22

Bryan Groves and Charles
Shiveral have identified all
the engine air baffles to
check for shortages. One
engine set is complete as
seen on the left.

Picture 23

The second engine air
baffle set is missing two
items. If the missing items
cannot be located, new
baffles will be fabricated.

Picture 24

Close up view of the
engine air inlet filter
housing and carb heat
unit for one of the engine
installations. A second
unit is still being sought.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
January 2018 – March 2018 (continued)
Work planned for the next period through to end of May 2018
Wing: Complete installation of new/refurbished skins. Install wing tips. Adjust position of the
vertical stands to enable access to obscured fixings and to install skins.
Once the wing tips are fitted top coat spraying will start. This will be done in sections as
determined by the painter and will mean moving the wing supports from time to time to allow
access to the entire surface. Painting needs to be complete before rotating the wing to the
horizontal position prior to fitment to the fuselage.
Fuselage: Progress internal trim. Fit nose wheel. Start “cheat line” painting
Passenger Seats: Source matching covering material for two new seat cushions and complete
re-upholstery work.
Can anyone help?
So far it has not been possible to find a matching material
for the two new seat cushions. On the left is an image of
the material that appears to be a heavy duty basket weave
Tweed – any help in locating a supplier will be most
welcome.

Landing Gear: Progress assembly of main and nose landing gears. Fit main gears to wing
before rotating wing to the horizontal. Fit nose gear to fuselage.
Engine Cowlings: Re-start restoration of lower half engine cowlings.
Engine Air Baffles, Bearers and Exhaust System: Complete assessment of missing parts,
search for missing parts or, if possible, manufacture replacement items.
Flying Controls: Complete elevator repair, etch prime and paint with top coat.
General: Make new wing stands for the wing when rotated to the horizontal, including
adjustment mechanism to align wing to fuselage for fitment. Make mechanism to rotate wing.
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Wight Aviation Heritage Tour No. 1 - Tour Report
As advertised in the January 2018 issue of BNAPS News, the first Wight Aviation
Heritage Tour took place on Saturday 24 March and proved to be highly successful.
The tour is aimed at to giving an insight into some aspects of the Isle of Wight’s
aviation heritage and what has been achieved over the years on this small island and
its contribution to the wider national aviation heritage.
Income from operation of the tour will benefit the Britten-Norman Aircraft
Preservation Society and the restoration of B-N Islander, G-AVCN.

Tour Itinerary
0930 Hovercraft flight – Southsea to Ryde
Travel by mini-bus to:
 East Cowes to see flying boat exhibits and Saunders-Roe Columbine Works
 Sandown Airport and to see the Wight Aviation Museum’s progress before
its opening
 Bembridge Airport including light lunch at The Propeller Inn
 BNAPS workshop in Ryde to view restoration of B-N Islander G-AVCN
Last stop Ryde Hovertravel Terminal for 1645 Hovercraft flight-Ryde to Southsea.
The tour on 24 March went well and it is planned to run further tours in the
coming months through to October. It is interesting to note that there is a B-N
connection at every stage of the tour. Travel across to the Isle of Wight was on a
Hovertravel hovercraft, the company having been formed in 1965 with John Britten and
Desmond being instrumental in setting up the cross Solent hovercraft service.
As the tour made its way through Ryde it passed the Commodore Cinema in Star
Street that was once owned by the Britten family and the Unity Hall next door (now a
carpet shop) where B-N set up a workshop in the 1950s to manufacture the Micronair
rotary atomiser and to modify Tiger Moth fuselages for crop spraying purposes.
Arriving at East Cowes, the tour passed GKN’s Falcon Works entrance on the way
to the Columbine Hangar. From 1968 – 1972 about 360 Islander wing and fuselage sets
were constructed by the then British Hovercraft Corporation in the Falcon Works under
a major sub-contract from B-N.
Moving on to Sandown Airport, from around the mid 1970s until the early 1980s
this was the location of Desmond Norman’s NDN Aircraft Company and John Britten’s
Sheriff Aerospace when they had gone their separate ways after leaving the Fairey
Britten-Norman organisation around 1976.
It goes without saying that the tour lunch stop in the Propeller Inn at Bembridge
Airport meant that all those present were immersed in B-N history and nostalgia.
The final part of the tour took in BNAPS restoration workshop at Ryde where
members of the restoration team had come along to assist and explain details of the
restoration work and what had been achieved since the project was re-started in 2010.
Thanks go to BNAPS volunteers Guy Palmer and Paul Brook , for coming along
to the workshop, Rita Edgcumbe, for organising the very welcome tea, coffee and
biscuits, Jon Coleman, who drove the mini bus, and Mark Porter as one of the tour
escorts.
Thanks also go to the Classic Boat Museum Gallery, Wight Shipyards Ltd, John
Kenyon and his Wight Aviation Museum team, Chris and Annie Parsons and their team
at the Propeller Inn, Mark Batin, Bembridge Community Bus organiser and Bob Waldron
at Hovertravel for making it possible to operate the tour.
.
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John Perera has had a long and varied career in aviation. Born in Ceylon in 1942, John
was educated in England at a prep school in Littlehampton. His interest in aviation was no
doubt stimulated by the many and varied types of RN FAA aircraft in the circuit of nearby
RNAS Ford air station together Neville Duke’s World Air Speed Record flights over the
region in 1953.
The article titled “Britten-Norman – My Early Memories” was first published in BN
Historians Islander News, September 2003 issue, and, thanks to John, the article is
presented here as Part I of John’s story of his career in aviation for BNAPS News.
Part 2 of the story will be included in the May issue of BNAPS News.

Part 1 Britten-Norman - My Early Memories
By John H. T. Perera
I first met John and Des at the 1969 Paris Air Show. This gave me a good opportunity
to look at the Islander and Des explained the philosophy behind the design and its major
features. I was, at the time, Chief Pilot of Malaysia Air Charter (MAC) living in Kuala Lumpur.
MAC was then operating a fleet of Piper Aztecs, Navajos, Cessna 185 and 310s and 3
helicopters from bases in Kuala Lumpur, Singapore, Kota Kinabalu and Sandakan (the latter
two cities in Sabah). MAC had operated the rural air services in Sabah and Sarawak for a
period under contract to the then Malaysia Singapore Airlines using Aztecs which were barely
adequate for the task lacking flexibility and internal cabin volume. Most of the airfields in
Sabah and Sarawak (on the island of Borneo) are short, one-way and rough. It struck me
that the Islander was perfect for the task and MSA (later Malaysian Airline System) ultimately
operated 3 Islanders.
In 1970 I established the operations of a new Indonesian joint venture company, P.T.
Sabang Merauke Air Charter (SMAC) with one Aztec and again it struck me that the Islander
was highly suitable for charter operations from SMAC's Medan (North Sumatra) base. Many of
the destinations had short strips and again cabin volume was important.
Heli Orient was established by the Anglo-Thai Corporation in late 1969 and commenced
trading in 1970. Anglo-Thai was a very old British trading company that became a very early
service industry - using elephants to transport teak in Thailand. It grew into a major trading
company with interests in fast moving commercial goods, motor vehicles, wine and spirits,
tea plantations and ultimately Bell helicopters. Heli Orient's founder and managing director,
Brian Woodford, asked me to join the company, which I did in early 1971. I had known Brian
since 1960. By 1971 Heli Orient was the Bell representative for Singapore, Malaysia and
Brunei (Brunei being the first customer) and we had a total of 8 employees. We had a spare
parts depot and a small component overhaul facility in downtown Singapore and this was relocated to East Camp, Seletar Airfield.
Amongst my first duties was to learn to fly helicopters; learn the art of sales and
marketing (Brian was an excellent teacher) and to evaluate the market for fixed wing aircraft.
My conclusions were that we needed to represent both Britten-Norman and Cessna. Towards
the middle of 1971 we were visited by Chris Elliott, BN's sales manager, who was looking for
a distributor. He selected two to cover virtually the same area. In addition to Heli Orient he
selected Anrite Aviation, the well established Singapore based Piper distributor. The two
companies agreed to share a demonstrator and who ever sold it first would buy out the
other's share. An unusual arrangement to say the least!
An Islander was duly ordered and delivery was to be immediately after the BN Sales
Meeting in July 1971. The aircraft that we ordered was a BN-2A-3 [c/n 632 9V-BDH]. We had
decided on the 300hp aircraft with tip tanks as our standard offering.
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9V-BDH (c/n 632) was Heli Orient’s first Islander
delivered in 1971.
(BNH Collection)

The sales meeting was a lavish affair for such a small company, which, in those days,
even had an office in London's Dover Street. The actual meeting took place in Jersey and
distributors and company staff were transported in a Balbo of Islanders. A Balbo is a very
loose formation named after the Italian Fascist politician and pilot! I was not overly impressed
by the airmanship demonstrated by a couple of pilots one of whom started the take-off run in
Jersey with the control locks still in place. His reactions were superb. But then, anybody who
could demonstrate flusters like the individual in question had to be a bit of an artist.
Bob Singh, Anrite's Sales Manager, and I were duly type-rated on the Islander by Peter
Philips. We then had to kick our heels checking out the Birdham [Ed: a hotel in Bembridge
well known to many visitors to B-N, was renamed The Windmill and is now The Spinnaker]
cuisine and the neighbourhood bars as our aircraft, the Singapore registered 9V-BDH (Delta
Hotel), was late being delivered. Desmond, very kindly, agreed that BN would pay all our
expenses for the period of delay. Desmond and Bo were, of course, excellent hosts.
We finally departed Bembridge for Denham (where I had to pick up a suitcase from my
parents' in Amersham), night stopped in Gatwick and departed on July 17th for Genoa. This
sector took 5 hours 50 minutes. After a night stop, during which much grappa was sampled,
Bob flew the next sector to Athens. We continued onto Beirut, a city that I had stopped in on
a number of occasions, and spent a day there visiting my former colleagues from Malaysian
Airways who were flying for Middle East Airlines.
Bob flew the short sector to Damascus and then I flew the longish 7 hour sector to
Bahrain where we night stopped. The last time I had been there was in 1962 when I was
ferrying a Beagle Airedale to Pakistan. Bob flew the sector from Bahrain to Karachi where we
again night stopped staying at the KLM Midway House Hotel where I had stayed for several
weeks in 1962.
The next day (July 23rd) I flew to New Delhi where we encountered bureaucracy like
nowhere before. The next day Bob flew us to Calcutta where the bureaucracy was bad but not
as bad as in Delhi. I flew the sector to Bangkok arriving late at night but very much in time
for a Singha beer or two. We arrived in Singapore's Seletar Airfield on July 25th.
Seletar deserves a historical mention. The first aircraft to fly in Singapore was a Bleriot
monoplane that flew from the Old Race Course 1911 to the astonishment of all the onlookers.
The next aircraft to visit Singapore was the Vickers Vimy of Capt. Ross Smith competing in an
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air race. He also used the race course. Other early visitors were Amy Johnson, Alan Cobham,
Bert Hinkler and Air Commodore Kingsford-Smith.
In 1921 the British Government decided to build a naval base and an airbase at
Seletar. The airfield was completed in 1927 and the first visitors were a flight of 4
Supermarine Southampton flying boats that had started from Felixstowe. Seletar was in the
north of Singapore on the Johor Straits and had a ramp for flying boats such as Sunderlands
to taxi up to the tarmac area in front of the flying boat hangars.
During the Second World War the four RAF bases in Singapore (Tengah, Seletar,
Sembawang and Kallang) were eventually overrun by the Japanese. After the war Kallang
became the first civil airport while the other three and Changi (now the international airport)
reverted to being British bases. They were used during the Malayan Emergency and then,
later, during Confrontation. They were ultimately handed over to Singapore when the British
Forces left Singapore in the early 1970s.
Seletar ultimately became a dual status airport with the Republic of Singapore Air
Force (RSAF) and a number of commercial companies and airlines. The US Grumman
Corporation took an option on all the major installations on East Camp. When they decided
not to go ahead with their investments Heli Orient took over the most of the buildings on East
Camp.

9V-BDW (c/n 615) was the first aircraft John Perera sold at Heli Orient. The Singapore
markings were allocated but never officially registered, but these were carried at Bembridge
for a couple of days before reverting to G-AYAX for delivery to Hong Kong.
(BNH Collection)

Soon after our return one of our helicopter customers, S.E. Helicopters, decided they
wanted to go into the fixed wing charter business and ordered an Islander. Heli Orient
subsequently bought Anrite's share of Delta Hotel. As it turned out the deal fell through and
Delta Hotel became our demonstrator.
I sold my first aircraft to the Royal Hong Auxiliary Air Force - a 260hp tip tanked
Islander with a camera hole and a very capable avionics suite. An interesting deal as the
Head of Government Purchasing had never bought an aircraft and I had never sold one. The
contract took a couple of days to negotiate and I left Hong Kong with a bank draft for 50% of
the contract value. Part of the deal was that I would bring Delta Hotel to Hong Kong and
spend 10 days at the Annual RHKAAF Summer Camp in Sek Kong during August 1971 and
check out some of their pilots on the Islander.
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This BN-2A-8 Islander (c/n 379) was delivered to Heli Orient in
1974 as G-BBUC. After service with a couple of operators in
Malaysia as 9M-ATS it later moved to the Malaysian
Government Civil Flying Unit as 9M-JPC. After many years of
service it was donated to Kedah Flying Club, Alor Star, in 2004.
(M Radzi Desa)

Heli Orient sold several Islanders in the Philippines as well as brokering the deal for 100
for PADC. This BN-2A-21 RP-C684 (c/n 723) was delivered to Marinduque Mining and
Industrial Corporation in 11.74.
(Heli Orient via
JHP)

Delta Hotel was also demonstrated in the Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand and to the RSAF who
were looking for an aircraft for use in SAR missions. Delta Hotel was eventually leased to
Malaysia Air Charter and was used on an Esso contract. Ironically, I had initiated that contract
with a Navajo in 1969. MAC subsequently exercised the purchase option.

Part 2 of John Perera’s recollections will tell more about his acquaintance with B-N
and his varied career in aviation. John will also share his views on where the
Islander stands now in the market place, some 50 years on from its first flight,
and the relative merits of recent entrants into the field of utility/light transport
aircraft and some of projects that looked promising at one time but never came to
fruition such as the GECI Skylander.
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Thanks go to Neil Harrison for permission to include his
story of flying Islander G-AYBI in Nepal to deliver supplies
for the 1971 International Himalayan Expedition. This article
first appeared in Flight magazine 6 May 1971 issue. Neil has
kindly provided BNAPS News with the photographs he took
during his time in Nepal - this is much appreciated.
In all Neil made 34 delivery flights to and from Lukla over
the period 21 - 28 February, 1971.

To Everest by Islander
By Neil Harrison (Britten-Norman Sales Ltd. 1971)
It is not very often that an aircraft can cut a journey time from a normal 15 days to only 35
minutes. But a Britten-Norman Islander flown by Neil Harrison did exactly that in Nepal when
it flew the more awkward items of the stores and equipment for the 1971 International
Himalayan Expedition from Kathmandu to the airstrip at Lukla near the foot of Mount Everest.
The story as related by Neil follows:
The overland route to Lukla from Kathmandu was a 160-mile walk along a twisting
path over mountain and gorge with a total rise and fall well in excess of the 29,084ft summit
of Everest itself. Most of the 40 tons of expedition stores were, indeed, carried that way by
hundreds of Sherpa porters hired at three-times the total cost of running the Islander.

Islander G-AYBI (c/n 145) is seen here at Bembridge Airport before its delivery
flight to Islander Aircraft Sales pty in Sydney, Australia (BN Historians).
The particular Islander, registered as G-AYBI, was on a short stay in Nepal while en
route to the Britten-Norman Australasian and South Pacific distributor, Islander Aircraft Sales
Pty of Sydney. In six days of intensive demonstration the aircraft set local records with a lift
to Lukla of more than 15,000lbs of stores and 22 passengers. STOL aircraft already in Nepal
never fly the round trip to Lukla more than once a day, because of the wind conditions in the
mountains after mid-morning, but the Islander made double journeys every day for a week
thanks to its outstandingly docile STOL handling.
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Islander G-AYBI taxis in at Kathmandu
Islander versatility can be interesting in many ways, but none is more satisfying than
using the STOL capability to the limit in operating from a confined or remote place, whether a
city car park (as an Islander once did in Miami), the lawn of a country house or the slopes of
Mount Everest. Lukla, the most exciting airstrip that I personally had ever seen, is perched at
9,000ft on a natural ledge along the east side of the Dudh Khosi gorge leading to Everest.
The strip has an effective length of 1,100ft and slopes at 1:11 from the edge to within a
stone's throw of the face. Landings are up the slope, take offs are downhill. Hardie Fuerer, a
Swiss pilot who had been in Nepal for more than eight years flying mostly Pilatus Porters into
remote areas for the United Nations Development Programme, had shown me the recognised
way to master the situation.

Islander G-AYBI being loaded at Kathmandu.
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More bulky cargo being loaded into Islander G-AYBI at
Kathmandu.

Islander G-AYBI is seen here flown by Peter Noch when it departed from
Kathmandu for delivery to Australia
Two hours after sunrise is the best time to land at Lukla any earlier and the runway is
cast in shadow, any later and there is likely to be a stiff breeze up the slope as the higher
levels of the mountain become warmed by the sun. On clear days this anabatic wind can
reach 20kt and the landing would be exceedingly hazardous with most aircraft. However, the
excellent natural STOL qualities of the Islander, the low approach speed, under 58kt IAS,
tricycle undercarriage arrangement and the precise longitudinal control and stability made it
an entirely practical proposition to land even with a 15kt tailwind.
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The route from Kathmandu to Lukla is a gentle cruise climb, on an easterly heading, to
13,000ft in order to clear the last, and highest, of a dozen or more ridges fanning out from
the southern foothills of the Himalayas. Anywhere else in the world they would be a
formidable range in their own right. Once past the last ridge ("always cross a ridge at an
angle so that you can turn back quickly in case of a strong downdraught," Fuerer had
warned) it was usually possible to glimpse the sand-coloured runway at Lukla deep into the
valley to the north. A layer of cumulus, usually with a base of 11,000ft or so, was invariably
spread across the valley casting the lower gorge into a patchwork of shadows. A steep
descent through the gaps towards the far side of the valley ("always fly to one side or the
other so you can turn back quickly if it gets rough," quoted Fuerer) brought one to 10,000ft
and correctly placed for the special circuit

The challenging Lukla runway with a vertical mountain face at the far end.
First of all, I was told, dive down, as low as possible, at right angles to the runway and
observe the indicated height (usually 9,000ft) of the threshold for the crucial reference for a
spot-on approach. Then, ease up to 9,600ft or more for a left turn on to a short "downwind"
leg to the other side of the gorge, hence the base leg leads to a final approach of about half a
mile.
Final approach to Lukla is across the gorge straight at the apparently vertical face of
the mountain; the problem for the pilot is the compulsive impression, due to the unusual
slope of the runway and the total lack of visual clues, that he is far too high on the approachan impression which, if followed, would lead smack into the mountain about 300ft below the
threshold.
The Islander settles easily into the approach with full flap, 57kt indicated airspeed and
a trickle of power for a gentle rate of descent. The object was to arrive on short finals at
about 50ft above the observed threshold height at spot on 57kt. Final approach was then just
a question of minor power changes to keep the runway picture consistent and to home in on
the threshold. On very short finals the runway appeared ridiculously short and the impression
of being too high was most compulsive-from then on one was fully committed (ahead, above
and to either side was solid rock). In those few seconds everything became dreadfully
irrevocable-one was either well positioned, or not.
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View of the rough surface of Lukla’s runway made from crushed rock
The only thing was to grit one's teeth, and repeat "the 'plane can get into that strip"
and then, as the roughness of the surface came suddenly into focus, give a moments burst of
power to push up the nose, while at the same tin easing back on the control wheel. The
available run, though short, was ample owing to the slope and the loaded Island would halt
by itself in about 500ft. Take-off was comparatively simple and flying speed was gained after
only 600ft or so down the slope into wind.

Islander G-AYBI, having arrived safely at Lukla, is seen here parked near a Scottish
Aviation Twin Pioneer that has suffered damage to its starboard wing and landing
gear.
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The arrival of Islander G-AYBI attracted much interest. From this view it can be
seen that the damaged Twin Pioneer has the registration 9F-RF6 of the Royal
Nepalese Army.

Local inhabitants gather round to help unload the Islander. The steep
slope of the runway can be seen in this view.
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Supplies delivered to Lukla were soon unloaded so that the Islander
could then return to Kathmandu for another delivery flight to Lukla.
There can be few sights more impressive than the enormous Himalayas seen at close
range. On one occasion flying a Japanese businessman for a look at the hotel that was being
built at 13,000ft in sight of Mount Everest, I came round a bend in the gorge higher up from
where we were flying at 14.000ft when suddenly, so close that it made us flinch, was
Everest-a superb view of the highest mountain in the world towering to more than twice our
height.

Himalayan mountain peaks as seen from Lukla.
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Views of the mountains and houses at Lukla
The mountains are notorious for creating their own weather and pilots must be
exceedingly wary. On one of my later trips to Lukla I saw just how quickly the weather could
roll through and fill a valley. Diversion airstrips are few and far between; Kathmandu, the
major airport, is ringed with high ground and equipped for VFR day only. Although aircraft
can be used in Nepal to very good effect, the natural hazards are formidable. Nevertheless, if
a few simple rules are followed, and local expert advice sought, any newcomer to Himalayan
flying should not have problems providing, as well, that he always keeps several alternatives
in hand and is never too proud to play safe early. As a flying experience I rate the Himalayas
just about tops. And, of course, the Islander is ideal.
All images are courtesy of Neil Harrison unless otherwise specified

Neil was accompanied
on the trip by Peter and
Sarah Noch when
Islander G-AYBI
stopped off in Nepal.
Peter piloted Islander
G-AYBI from the UK to
Kathmandu and on the
final leg of its delivery
flight from Kathmandu
to Australia.
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Sunday Times Article 28 February 1971 “By plane to Everest”
by Murray Sayle
Murray Sayle gave a journalist’s view of a “hair raising flight” when he cabled his story
from Kathmandu having flown to Lukla with Neil Harrison on one of the delivery flights
for the International Everest Expedition. Part of Murray Sayle’s story follows:
………our airlift of equipment has exceeded our most optimistic expectations. Almost half
our equipment has been airlifted, the 450 Sherpa porters who will accompany us on our
overland trek will take the rest. The plane is a Britten-Norman Islander, a tough twin
engine job (a sort of flying Land-Rover) which is in Nepal on a delivery flight to
Australia.
Last week our pilot, Neil Harrison, a scholarly looking 35 year old from Dulwich, flew
Scottish climber, Dougal Watson, and myself up to Lukla, near the foot of Everest.
We had a beautiful day for an unforgettable flight. Under us, the ridges and gorges we
have to traverse on our trek to the mountain’s foot looked like crumpled brown paper,
with our approach clearly visible, switching back and forth as it climbed down
mountainsides and across chain and rope bridge, which, as far as we could see, were
intact. How much weight they will carry is another question.
To our left and rising high above our altitude of 13,000ft, the stupendous rock rampart
of the Himalaya gleamed in the sunshine. There are hundreds of Matterhorns, side by
side, mostly with no names because they are only 20,000ft or so: a gigantic cheese
grater hundreds of miles long.
Eighty miles east of Kathmandu we turned towards the mountain wall and flew up the
5,000ft deep Dudh Khosi gorge, which runs down from Everest itself. The landing strip
at Lukla is the nearest nearly level patch of ground anywhere near Namche Bazar, the
most important village of the Sherpa country, and less that five day’s march from base
camp.
“Level” is a relative term. On the right-hand side of the gorge, as you fly in, there is a
drop of 2,500ft below and a cliff of about the same height above. The shelf slopes
upward at one in 11. The only way you can land on the strip, which is 1,200ft long and
more or less cleared of stones, is to fly straight at the mountain
Harrison did his first trip up to Lukla last week with a Swiss mountain pilot, Hardie
Fuerer, who has been flying out here with the United Nations. Fuhrer has developed a
sensational technique for getting into Lukla, which Harrison demonstrated to us.
He flew the Islander straight up the gorge, and passed 50ft above the lower end of the
Lukla strip. He then flew in a wide circle out and round the gorge, never taking his eyes
off the altimeter which he kept at 9,600ft. “Don’t look at the landing strip or you will
automatically misjudge the angle and hit the cliff” he said later.
But Haston and I, with fluttery stomachs, were looking at the cliff as Harrison flew
straight at it. From a thousand feet out he was committed to land whatever happened.
Keeping his eye glued to a rock on the runway, he brought the plane in 10ft over the lip
of the precipice, gave a burst on his throttles to push up the nose, and lowered the
wheels gently on to the uphill runway. A beautiful landing……………

B-N Islander c/n 145
BN-2A Islander c/n 145 made its first flight as G-51-63 at Bembridge on 2 January 1970. On 14
April 1970 it took up the registration mark G-AYBI. After conversion as the prototype BN-2A-3 it
made a first flight in his form on 30 April 1970. In August 1970 it was assigned to BrittenNorman Sales (London) as a demonstrator.
On 12 February 1971 it embarked on its delivery flight to Islander Aircraft Sales, Lakemba, New
South Wales, Australia. On the way, time was spent in Nepal supporting the International
Himalayan Expedition and after arriving in Australia it took up the registration mark VH-ISD and
was sold to Lindeman Island Aerial Service, Mackay, Queensland.
c/n 145 remained in Australia until 2006 and had a remarkable 17 changes of ownership during
its life. Sadly, while serving with its last owner Air Vanuatu, as YJ-RV2, it flew into mountainous
terrain and was lost on 19 December 2008.
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The First 100 by Allan Wright of BN Historians.
Much has been written about the history of Britten-Norman, and there’s a guarantee more will
be said in the future. However, what about the aircraft themselves? B-N produced the first 100
Islanders in just over 2 years: 9 were delivered in 1967, 30 in 1968 and 70 in 1969.
So what of the first 100? How many are still in use today? The remainder of this article is a list
of those still flying from the first 100 built. It will be spread over 3 issues of BNAPS NEWS, and below is
just a taster – more to come in the May issue. It should be noted that this is the best information we
have to date – contrary to our understanding, some the aircraft may not be flying – if any reader can
update the list, please get in touch – enquiries@bnhistorians.co.uk
PART 1 – up to c/n 30
There are only 2 aircraft currently flying form the first 30. We shall see what transpires with c/n 24
which is under a long term rebuild in Mexico.
c/n 7 – C-GSAD. Originally G-AVRB, c/n 7 was the second delivered to Jonas Aircraft, USA in October
1967, remaining G-AVRB for onward sale to Madriz Construction in Venezuela, becoming YV-T-MTM in
April 1968. Sold back into USA as N32JC in 1974, remained with Jerry Cobb for 3 years until being sold
in Canada as C-GSAD with Simpson Air. C-GSAD had a series of Canadian operators before joining
Gillam Air Services in 1990, and remaining in their fleet to date. This is the oldest surviving operational
Islander in the world.

C-GSAD at Nanuk Lodge,
South-western Hudson Bay,
Canada in September 2005.
© Barry Griffiths

c/n 17 – T7-IGF. Originally one of the Aurigny Islander fleet as G-AWBY c/n 17 was traded into BN in
1971 and refurbished as a BN-2A-6 for sale to Italy for use by Avio Laco as I-LACO in 1972. Moving to
CSA at Urbe in 1989 I-LACO was then with a couple of other Italian operators until being withdrawn
from use around 2011. We all thought this was the last we would hear of what was the oldest surviving
Islander in Europe. However, in true Islander style, I-LACO was seen in a hangar at Opa Locka in
Florida in 2015, evidently being rebuilt, emerging as T7-IGF in late 2016 – looking very much alive!

T7-IGF at Opa Locka,
Florida in 2016 after its
2015 rebuild.
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de Havilland Technical School Magazine “Pylon”Mainland based BNAPS Supporter Tony Smart has found a story from the 1946 – 1950
era about John Britten and Desmond Norman when they were apprentices at the de
Havilland Technical School. The article in “Pylon” magazine was written by Ted
Goldsmith, who was at the de Havilland Technical School from 1946 -1950:

Britten and Norman Recalled
While the world rightly remembers Benjie Britten and Des Norman for the Britten-Norman
airliners of international fame, most students attending the Tech. School during the dynamic
1946-50 era will have their own personal recollections of these unique individuals. Two incidents
come to mind which had significance for me.
As a not-yet seventeen year old resident at Sherrards, I had pestered my parents for a
motor cycle. Those efforts had finally borne fruit during their visit with me at the student hostel.
Standing on the front steps overlooking the gravel courtyard I was eagerly discussing with them
the specific make and horsepower of my anticipated velocipede when Benjie appeared from Ayor
Green Lane.
I finally determined it was Benjie behind the mask of blood covering his face. He was
laboriously pushing the remnants of his motor cycle into the forecourt with the buckled front
wheel performing a wildly erratic dance. It looked as if the bike was a complete write off and
indeed I sincerely wished he’d abandoned the wreck on Digswell Hill where he’d come a cropper
rather than parade it in front of my parents.
Suffice to say my dream of independent transportation came to an immediate grinding halt
and thereafter my transportation from Sherrards was doomed to the lethargy of the Number 303
bus service from Welwyn to Hatfield/St Albans.
A few months later, at Ellenbrook Camps’ less salubrious quarters, I shared ownership of a
car with my friend and fellow student, Jack Mawer. The claim to any grandeur by this 1928 Riley 9
Monte Carlo Tourer rested solely with its name but four wheels were definitely safer than two.
Those ancient wheels launched hilarious tramp parties and other student escapades which a motor
cycle could never have matched. For those automotive delights and subsequent priceless
memories I must belatedly give indirect credit to our worthy colleague, Benjie Britten.
Immediately upon leaving Tech School, Des Norman and I entered National Service and, as
officer cadets at RAF Ternhill in Shropshire, underwent pilot training. Des was a couple of courses
ahead of me, but all cadets and station airmen came together for the station boxing
championships. As public school boys, Des and I had been required the “art of manly defence” and
were quickly conscripted into the light heavyweight category along with other aspirants from the
station.
On the night of the championship bouts it was finally Des and I who stepped into the ring.
However, neither of us wanted to win the championship as we knew the winner would have to
face the reigning RAF champion from Cranwell whose reputation was daunting in the extreme. The
fight between Des and me was a farce with both of us desperately trying to lose. Sadly I landed a
left hook to Des’s chin which elicited his immediate smile, he knew he’d “won”. “Sorry Des,” I
muttered from behind my glove. But it was too late. Purely through default I became RAF
Ternhill’s light heavyweight champion.
My dearest memory of the RAF championship a week or so later is of Des seated in the
front row with a wide and permanent grin on his face as he unkindly savoured my discomfort.
Although today the image of his white teeth remains vividly in my mind, other recollections of that
evening remain hazy as I was TKO’d (Technical Knock-Out) by the RAF champ in the first round.
Des was a winner in most activities during his lifetime and “losing” his match with me
proved he was indeed smarter than I was. As the cadet with the best overall rating of his course
he was awarded the cadet Sword of Honour and, at his wings parade, flew the honorary aerobatics
demonstration in a Harvard with all the cadets and station personnel watching admiringly below. I
suspect Panshanger flying training had something to do with that performance.
The Britten-Norman team, as we know, flew to great heights of glory in subsequent years
bringing much credit to themselves, the Tech. School, de Havilland and England. Des remained
smart for, as test pilot on first flights of the Britten-Norman prototypes, he had Benjie, the chief
aerodynamicist beside him as co-pilot.
While the world correctly lauds their aeronautical achievements I can also chuckle at their
more personal qualities.

28

First of Falkland Islands Government Air Service Islanders Avionics
Upgrades Completed
News report from Airports International 20 March, 2018:
Britten-Norman has completed the first in a series of avionics upgrades to a fleet of
five BN2B-26 Islanders owned and operated by the Falkland Island Government Air Service
(FIGAS). The avionics are being upgraded to the Garmin G600 glass cockpit standard
including the GTN650/750 GPS/NAV/COMM, GTX335R remote transponder and electronic
engine instruments. One aircraft will also be equipped with the Garmin GWX70 weather
radar. The contract also includes fitting an entirely new bespoke instrument panel to suit
each airframe, and a separate contract to upgrade the aircraft from 50-amp to 70-amp
generators.
Two engineers from Britten-Norman are on the islands supervising the mechanical
work being carried out by the FIGAS maintenance engineers and completing the systems’
installation. All of the Islanders will undergo an aircraft strip out, re-fit, testing and
certification.
FIGAS has been an integral part of Falkland life since 1948 and its very first Islander,
destroyed in the Falklands War, entered service in October 1979. The service has gradually
evolved from air ambulance, mail service and carriage of officials to passengers, freight,
fishery patrol and scenic flights, with ground-based tourists and local passengers making up
most of the traffic. The aircraft hop to almost 30 different airfields located in the East and
West mainlands.
Kurt Whitney, Quality Manager at FIGAS in charge of the programme, says that with
its multi-role capability and suitability for high frequency, short haul operations, the Islander
is ideal for FIGAS operations and the Falklands environment: “Some of the aircraft are now
more than 30 years’ old and the choice was whether to replace the aircraft or upgrade what
we have,” he explains. “With this new avionics suite the aircraft will be good for at least
another ten years when we can re-asses our future needs.”
Kurt says that passenger demand is on the increase: “We operate very much as an
internal air taxi, and with the steady increase in tourism, our passenger numbers increased
by more than one thousand this season (the winter to summer season).”
One aircraft has already been successfully upgraded and the next aircraft is due to be
upgraded in April 2018. The remaining aircraft will be completed by 2019.

Aurigny Air Services G-JOEY Prepared for Public Display
The iconic Trislander G-JOEY
has returned to its vintage
livery ahead of the muchanticipated move to a new
home at Oatlands Village.
Aurigny
engineers
have
been giving the aircraft the
retro revamp with engineers
Carl Le Cheminant and Andy
Beausire doing much of the
work.
Local Guernsey based Sign
Solutions Ltd fitted the
classic logo and Alderney
lion.
G-JOEY will move into a new play barn being constructed at Oatlands and will be suspended
from a specially engineered steel structure in the roof of the play barn. It is understood that
the owners have engaged specialist engineers who have dealt with suspending aircraft at
IWM Duxford and elsewhere. The move is due to take place in the coming months.
Aurigny Air Services post on facebook 28 March, 2018
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More News of Mexican Islander c/n 24 Rebuild
Latest news received from Pedro Arturo Ortega regarding the rebuild of B-N Islander c/n 24
is that the wing was structurally complete and ready for inspection. Contact has been made
with Pedro about this exciting project that hopefully will see c/n 24 take to the air again.

Pedro Ortega’s team with the wing of Islander c/n 24 ready for inspection
(Pedro Arturo Ortega).

Roraima Airways
This image from a recent post on facebook shows Roraima Airways three Trislanders 8RGRD, c/n 1039, 8R-GRE, c/n 1042, and 8R-GRF, c/n 1023, on the ramp at Eugene F
Correia International Airport, Georgetown, Guyana.

Trislander G-AYWI On Show – When and where was this?

These photos show Trislander, c/n 262, G-AYWI, making a spirited display of its flying qualities. The
year could have been 1971 and the photo on the right seems to show the sheds facing the runway at
Farnborough but there was no SBAC Farnborough Show in 1971 – any ideas?
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NEW - VCN Card Model Kit by Alderney Media
Specially commissioned by BNAPS, Alderney Media has produced a B-N Islander card
model kit of G-AVCN. The kit is now available to BNAPS Supporters Club members at
£5.99 plus £2.00 UK post and packaging, usual price is £6.99 plus post and packing.

Full instructions
are included with
the kit and the
finished model
has a wing span
of around 340mm
(13.5ins).

Islander G-AVCN Prints from Alderney Media for Sale
Alderney Media has produced
artwork showing B-N Islander
G-AVCN in its Aurigny Air
Services colours.
The A3 size prints are on
high quality cartridge paper
and now available from
BNAPS Ltd Sales.
Prints are priced at £7.99
each plus £4.00 UK post and
packing. Prints are supplied
flat in an A3 size envelope or
rolled in a cardboard tube.
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Wight Aviation Heritage Tours – Special Rate for BNAPS
Supporters Club Members
BNAPS Supporters Club members taking up a place on the Wight Aviation Tour will benefit
from a discounted rate of £72.50 from the standard charge of £79.50.
Price of a tour for BNAPS Supporters on the Isle of Wight will be £60.00.

B-N Caps now back in stock
B-N caps with original style logo are now
back in stock.
Caps are priced at £8.00 each + £2.00 UK
post and packaging. Overseas / bulk order
post and packaging and will be quoted
separately.
Please contact Rita Edgcumbe at BNAPS
Sales to place your order:
sales@bnaps.org.uk
BNAPS on the Internet - information about BNAPS, including back issues of BNAPS
News, can now be found from the following link: www.bnaps.org.uk

More BNAPS Supporters Needed

BNAPS

If any BNAPS Supporters Club member knows of someone
who would be interested in joining please pass on contact
details to our BNAPS Membership Secretary, Rita
Edgcumbe at sales@bnaps.org.uk
The principal aims of the BNAPS Supporters Club are:
“to assist BNAPS to preserve the history and aircraft of
Britten-Norman through member donations and to provide
assistance with the day-to-day operations of the charity”
Anyone with an interest in local aviation heritage is
welcome.
As a point of clarification, whilst BNAPS has contact with
B-N Group from time to time, as a charitable trust BNAPS
is an independent organisation.

Forthcoming BNAPS Events
Saturday 7 April 2018 – BNAPS Workshop Open
Day and Celebration of 50 Years since Islander
G-AVCN made the first passenger flight for
Aurigny Air Services on 1 March 1968. Open
from 1200 - 1600 at BNAPS restoration
workshop near Ryde.
Further Wight Aviation Heritage
planned – dates will be advised.

Tours

are

If anyone needs more information about BNAPS activities
and what is happening please do not hesitate to get in
touch.
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BNAPS is a Registered Charity,
No. 1100735, set up to
"preserve the history and
aircraft of Britten-Norman with
the support of members’
subscriptions, sponsorship and
donations"
BNAPS registered address is:
7, William Close
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ
Trustees are Peter Graham,
Bob Wilson, Guy Palmer and
Bob Wealthy.
Bob Wealthy is currently the
Trust Chairman.

How to contact BNAPS:
Email:
bob@bnaps.org.uk
Telephone: 01329
315561
Post:
BNAPS (Dept NL)
c/o
7, William Close,
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ.

