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Trislander Tribute Special Edition
Successful “Charlie November 50” Event 22 April, 2017

BNAPS supporters and restoration team members
Rita Edgcumbe (left) and Jeni Gallagher helped
make the day a success and wore their special
celebratory outfits of blue overalls and yellow
scarves.

On 24 April, 1967, B-N
Islander G-AVCN made its first
flight. On 22 April, 2017,
BNAPS supporters and friends
met at the Propeller Inn,
Bembridge Airport for “Charlie
November
50”
to
commemorate 50 years since
the historic flight.
Thanks go to Chris and Annie
Parsons for hosting the event
in the Propeller Inn restaurant
in the morning and to BNAPS
supporter Jon Coleman for
driving the mini bus for
workshop
tours
in
the
afternoon.

More
about
“Charlie
November 50” on page 3.

“First of the Many” Painting Draw at “Charlie November 50”
Provides Welcome Boost to BNAPS Funds
Thanks go to Ivan Berryman for kindly donating the original of the “First of the Many”
painting to BNAPS for the draw and to Rita Edgcumbe for organising the sale of draw
tickets.
The draw took place at the “Charlie November 50” event and the painting was won by
Philip Jewell from Maidenhead. The Giclee print was won by Mark Wilson, framed
prints went to Clynt Perrot and Richard Wade and individual prints to Peter Graham,
Keith Anderson, Bob Ward, Chris Parsons and James Morton.
The draw contributed £1350 towards the restoration of Islander G-AVCN – thanks to
all who took part

BNAPS receives funding awards from the
Transport Trust and Wight Aid – see page 2
Aurigny Air Services Trislander G-RLON saved for the Solent Sky
Aviation Museum at Southampton
For the full story – see page 14
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BNAPS Supporters Fund Raising Appeal - May 2017

2010

2018

2016

Dear BNAPS Supporter,
Thanks to a number of generous donations together with recent awards from the Transport
Trust and Wight Aid BNAPS’ financial situation has shown significant improvement.
However, fund raising must continue to cover the restoration project into 2018 and to
ensure safekeeping for our restored Islander G-AVCN.
The fund raising appeal continues and goes out to all BNAPS Supporters and friends to ask
for their help through individual or regular donations.
If you would like to support the fund raising appeal please contact BNAPS by e mail
bob@bnaps.org.uk or Telephone 01329 315561. All donations large and small will be
gratefully received.
Yours sincerely,
Bob Wealthy
Britten-Norman Aircraft Preservation Society Chairman

Transport Trust Award March 2017
In March this year BNAPS trustees were extremely pleased and
gratified to hear that the Transport Trust has made an award of
£2000 to support the final stages of the project to restore our
historic BN Islander G-AVCN.
BNAPS Chairman Bob Wealthy and BNAPS Trustee Guy Palmer
will attend the presentation ceremony at Brooklands on 5 June
where the Prince Michael of Kent will formally hand out the
award certificates.
The continuing recognition of the restoration project at a
national level is a tribute to the efforts of all the individuals and
organisations that have supported BNAPS in this venture.

WightAID Award April 2017
BNAPS takes great pride in the fact that our Islander restoration
project has been granted £2000 from WightAID. The award will help
fund reconstruction and painting of the wing, assist with the
purchase of parts and materials needed and support the provision
of lifting gear to enable re-assembly of the aircraft in the coming
months.
WightAID is funded by Island businesses, investors and individuals
looking for an effective way to support the Isle of Wight community
and charitable projects on the Isle of Wight.
Any project that benefits Island people or places on the Island is welcome to apply for
a grant.
BNAPS has invited WightAID to present the award at our restoration workshop on 25
May.
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“Charlie November 50” Social Event at the Propeller Inn,
Bembridge Airport, 22 April, 2017
At 10 am on 22 April, 2017, BNAPS opened the “Charlie November 50” event at the
Propeller Inn, Bembridge Airport, to celebrate 50 years since our historic B-N Islander
made its first flight on 24 April, 1967.
As well as many local BNAPS supporters and friends, BNAPS was pleased to see Andy
Clancey and several other mainland visitors plus John Perera from Portugal and Chris
Unitt from Guernsey. John was a B-N sales agent for many years and Chris has a
special connection with G-AVCN as he piloted this aircraft when he was with Aurigny
Air Services in the late 1960s/early 1970s.
On view there was a selection of display placards about the history of G-AVCN and its
restoration plus plenty of talking and socialising: at 11am the draw for the “First of the
Many” original painting and other prizes took place and this was followed by a showing
of several archive film clips about the early days of B–N and the Islander.
At 12 noon it was business as usual for the Propeller Inn and the next stage of the
event got under way with tours of the restoration workshop. BNAPS had the use of a
mini bus thanks to the local Bembridge Community Bus organisation. Workshop
visitors were also able to enjoy a scenic tour of the East Wight on the journey.

Left: From the left John Perera is here
talking to Malcolm Gould while mainland
visitor Philip Jewell, centre left, is in
discussion with Tony and Chrissie
Saunders.

Right: A model of Islander G-AVCN formed
part of a small display about the restoration
project

Left: BNAPS Supporters, from left to right,
Clynt Perrot with Richard Wade in the
background plus Tony Smart and Andy
Clancey.
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Right: Philip Jewell was the lucky winner
of the “First of the Many” painting which
is seen here prominently displayed as
part of Philip’s aviation heritage collection
at his home in Maidenhead.
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“Charlie November 50” - Workshop Tours
Once the Propeller Inn restaurant had been vacated at 12 noon, so that normal
business could be resumed, visitors were able to take advantage of a tour of BNAPS
restoration workshop near Ryde, about 5 miles away. Thanks to the loan of the
Bembridge Community mini bus two groups of visitors were taken over to the
workshop in the afternoon where as well as taking a look at the work in progress
there were ample supplies of tea, coffee and cakes - thanks go to Rita Edgcumbe and
Jeni Gallagher for their splendid organisation. Also thanks go to the restoration team
members who were there to help show visitors round the workshop.

Left: Restoration team member
Bryan Groves (right) with
BNAPS Supporter Adam
Coombe (centre) and mainland
visitor Denis Calvert alongside
the restored fuselage of
Islander G-AVCN.

Right: Restoration team
member Bob Ward with two of
the workshop visitors.

Left: Mainland visitor James
Mason (left) in discussion with
Gordon Libbey from Dorset.
Gordon worked at B-N as a
flight inspector.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2017 – May 2017
Introduction
Work has continued at a steady pace in the following areas:
Wing
The work to repair/remanufacture the port outer flap hinge is complete and fitting is well
underway. New bearings are needed and are being sourced. It is important that the hinges align
exactly and great attention is being given to ensure this. Mark Porter and Phil Slater have been
working on this.
The port side outer rear bay (Bob Ward and Mark Porter) lower skin (using the new aluminium
sheet sourced from Kedek in Sussex) has been riveted in place. The upper skin has been trial
fitted and requires spraying with etch primer before final fit.
Work has started fitting the aileron control cable fairleads manufactured by Bryan Groves. Paul
Brook has assisted Bryan with installation of aileron control levers and associated parts.
Completion of this installation and anti-corrosion treatment is required before these two bays can
be permanently fixed in place. Work on the starboard side outer rear bay is on hold at present.
Centre section, top surface, port side; having completed repairing the centre section, Patrick
Gallagher is now working on the next bay moving outboard. The repair task is similar to repairing
the centre section, top surface access panel apertures and requires manufacture of new stringer
sections in some places, replacement of missing access panel anchor nuts and other detail work.
Wing tips are being paint stripped, de-corroded and etch primed.
Fin and Rudder
The existing rudder trim tab was badly distorted and unusable. Keith Winter has made a new skin
for the tab using a skin section recovered from an old aileron. The new tab is now complete and
has been sprayed with etch primer.
Fuselage
The interior trim work is being led by Paul Thomasson side panels are complete and work has
started on new door trim panels. The roof side panel lights and switches have now been wired.
The panels are now complete and installation is now under way. Registration letters have been
applied to the each side of the rear fuselage
Flying Controls
Jeni Gallagher, Rita Edgcumbe, Bob Wealthy, Guy Palmer, Charles Shiveral and Mark Porter all
doing spells paint stripping: ailerons, flaps and the elevator. The starboard aileron has now been
etch primed. The port aileron had a badly damaged and corroded area of skin which Guy Palmer
with help from Keith Winter has removed and a replacement section let in. Some further work is
necessary but it is close to the stage where it can be sprayed with etch primer.
The elevator starboard side mass balance arm was very badly distorted and in 2 places the side
members are split. All this area had to be removed along with an adjacent area of skin which was
badly corroded and dented. The cap containing the mass was very badly corroded and had to be
replaced. A replacement cap has been made by a new Andover based volunteer, Ralph ter
Smitten. A replacement skin panel has been made, back drilled and sprayed with etch primer and
is now riveted in place. Replacement ribs adjacent to the mass balance assembly have been
purchased so re-assembly can now start.
Landing Gear
Bryan Groves has continued with work on the landing gear – the main and nose assemblies are
now modified to accept fixed position spacers that have been made. All bearings, seals etc.
purchased and landing gear is now ready for painting and final assembly. Some components (leg
tubes in particular) need considerable renovation work.
Main undercarriage leg fairings have been paint stripped by Rita Edgcumbe and Jeni Gallagher.
1 Keith Winter has replaced a damaged section at the lower end of one of the fairings. Both fairings
have now been etch primed.
Pitot – Static Head Support Tube
Unit was badly rusted and a repair piece has been manufactured by Bryan Groves. Welding of the
new section has been completed and the unit spray painted ready for installation.
4. Engine Baffles and Engine Exhaust system
Kits are being prepared. Some components on hand need renovation/repair and some missing
items have been added to the shortages list.
5. General
No progress on topcoat painting. The sprayer has visited and advises waiting for a few weeks
until the weather warms up and there is less risk of dampness causing “blooming”.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2017 – May 2017 (continued)
The following series of captioned photographs show the results of some of the work
undertaken in the last period:

Rita Edgcumbe (left) and
Jeni Gallagher removed all
old paint from the first of
the wing tips and cleaned
up the surface ready for
etch priming.

View of the wing tip ready
for etch priming

View of the wing tip after
it has been etch primed.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2017 – May 2017 (continued)

The port main landing
gear leg fairing was in
reasonable condition
and after surface
preparation has been
etch primed.

The starboard main
landing gear leg fairing
required a repair along
the lower edge. Keith
Winter is seen here fitting
a replacement part that
was removed from a spare
fairing.

This view of the starboard
main landing gear leg
fairing shows the lower
section after repair.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2017 – May 2017 (continued)

Registration letters have
been applied by Bob
Wilson to both sides of the
rear fuselage.

Bryan Groves (right) and
Bob Wilson take a close
look at the condition of
the aileron control parts
located in the wing centre
section.

Bryan Groves (left) and
Bob Wilson examine the
aileron control runs while
Patrick Gallagher (centre)
and Phil Slater are seen
here working on other
parts of the wing.

8

G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2017 – May 2017 (continued)

Left, Bryan Groves has been installing the aileron
controls and is seen here installing fairleads
around the rib apertures where the control cables
pass through.

Original wing skin being used
as a as a drilling template for
the new skin by Bob Ward and
Below left, the repaired aileron
control
rod pivot
Mark
Porter
levers have been installed

Below right, the pulley wheels that take the
aileron control cables have been re-installed and
shimmed correctly as there was evidence of cable
“fretting” against the support structure..

Bryan Groves has made a
special tool to enable the
flap, aileron and elevator
hinge bearing bushes to be
removed. Bryan is seen here
working on the starboard
aileron.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2017 – May 2017 (continued)

Keith Winter drilled the
fixing holes for the
replacement section of
elevator skin.

This view shows the
replacement elevator
skin section located in
place with skin clips
prior to riveting.

Part of the elevator not
under repair has been
etch primed.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2017 – May 2017 (continued)

Wing tip is seen
here prior to being
worked on for
surface preparation
and attention to
clean up significant
surface corrosion.

Jeni Gallagher applies
paint stripper to the
wing tip to remove all
the old layers of paint
before preparing the
surface for etch
priming.

Bob Ward is seen here
during the process of
fitting the new trailing
edge underside skin to
the port outer wing
section.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2017 – May 2017 (continued)

Mark Porter worked with
Bob Ward to rivet the
new trailing edge lower
surface skin section in
place.

View of the new trailing
edge lower surface skin
section in place.

View of the original wing
port outer leading edge
lower surface skin
section in the process of
being re-installed.
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress Report
March 2017 – May 2017 (continued)
Work Planned for the Next Period through to end of July, 2017
Wing: Complete installation of the aileron fairleads and control cables. Complete and
fix port upper outer skin panel. Continue repairs /restoration of the centre section access
panels. Start work on the starboard outer trailing edge box upper and lower skins.
Fuselage: Continue with the door internal trimming, start marking out for cheat lines.
Landing Gear: Continue restoration work on the fairings and etch prime. Continue to
source the missing items for the nose and main undercarriage legs.
Engine Baffles and Engine Exhaust System: Complete the shortage list and continue
the process to source/manufacture missing parts.
Flying Controls: Correct alignment of fin centre rudder hinge to allow rudder and
rudder tab to be assembled after top coating. The Fin can then be fitted to the fuselage.
Complete restoration of the elevator, ailerons and flaps.
General: Top coat Tail-plane, elevator and elevator tab, flaps, ailerons, fin, rudder and
rudder tab.
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Aurigny Air Services Says Goodbye to its Trislanders after
some 45+ Years of Operations
Some 45 years on from the 1 October, 1971, when the first Trislander G-AYWI, cn 262,
entered service with Aurigny Air Services, it now looks certain that by June 2017, the
sight and sound of Aurigny Air Services’ Trislanders will no longer be seen and heard in
the UK skies.
Trislander G-BDTO, cn 1027, was retired in December last year and is now with the
Guernsey Airport Fire Service as a training facility.
Trislander G-RLON, cn 1008, was retired at the end of February and on 5 April made its
last flight from Guernsey to the UK mainland as it is now destined for the Solent Sky
Aviation Museum, see report on page 15.
The last Trislander in service, G-BEVT, cn 1057, is at present continuing to back up the
fleet of Dornier 228s and is expected to be retired in June this year. Later it will be
flown to Duxford to become part of Duxford Aviation Society’s collection of historic
British civil transport aircraft.
On 4 May Trislander G-BEVT made two scenic flights out of Southampton Airport, see
report on page 16. On 20 May more scenic flights from Guernsey and Alderney are
planned by Aurigny Air Services. All proceeds from the scenic flights are being donated
to the Channel Islands Air Search organisation. In fact the flights took place on 21 May
as G-BEVT was not available on the day for operational reasons. Scenic flights
originally scheduled for 21 May are now planned to take place on 28 May
It is also an appropriate time to recognise that Aurigny Air Services’ Trislander
operations have been sustained by the engineering and maintenance team at its
associated company, Anglo Normandy Aeroengineering, based on Guernsey. The
“behind the scenes” support has been absolutely vital in keeping the Trislander fleet in
the air not only for scheduled passenger operations but also for the essential medical
emergency support provided for the Channel Islanders.

Jersey Evening Post: May 13, 2017 10:01 am

Final flight nears for Aurigny's last Trislander
They were once a common sight in the sky above the Channel Islands – but now
Aurigny's last remaining Trislander is preparing to make its final flight to its new home in
a UK museum.
The aircraft, G-BEVT, which will be retired from service at the end of this month, will be
placed on permanent display at the historic former RAF airfield at Duxford,
Cambridgeshire, as part of Duxford Aviation Society’s British Airliner Collection.
It is one of three Trislanders due to be put on public display, with plans for Joey – the
much-loved aircraft which became a character in a series of children's books – to go to
Oatlands Village in Guernsey.
The recently retired G-RLON is to be housed at Solent Sky Museum in Southampton.
The Duxford museum, which is run by Imperial War Museums, is home to more than 100
historic civil and military aircraft, attracting more than 370,000 visitors each year.
Aurigny’s flight operations director Nigel Moll said: ‘Aurigny is delighted that its last
Trislander will be displayed in the world’s premier collection of British airliners, where it
will join many other famous types from aviation history.
“IWM Duxford is a wonderful museum and having G-BEVT there will allow hundreds of
thousands of visitors to view it year-round.”
Aurigny’s first Trislander entered service in July 1971 and since then the company has
operated a total of 15 different versions of the aircraft.
The Trislander fleet is being retired as part of Aurigny’s transition to Dornier aircraft.
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Aurigny Air Services Trislander G-RLON for Solent Sky
Aviation Museum 5 April, 2017
In March the news came in that Aurigny Air Services would be bringing Trislander GRLON, cn 1008, over to the UK mainland where it would become part of the Solent
Sky Aviation Museum collection in Southampton. After waiting a few days for essential
engineering work to be completed and the granting of CAA safety clearance, the flight
from Guernsey to Solent Airport Daedalus Lee-on-Solent took place on 5 April, 2017.
Originally scheduled to arrive around 1500, the ETA was brought forward to 1330 as
the engineer on board was required to get to Southampton to sort out a technical
issue with Trislander G-BEVT later in the day.
Pilot for G-RLON’s last flight was Trevor Nicholls. Also on board was aircraft engineer
Graham Gilbert and Dave Gillespie, as flight observer. Dave is an Aurigny Air Services
Trislander pilot but has now converted to the Dornier 228.
Trislander G-RLON holds something of a record as it has clocked up 32,600 hours of
operation and has made 105,600 landings.
Left: Trislander G-RLON announced its
arrival with a spirited overshoot/fly by
(Graham Spiller)

Right: G-RLON taxis to the control
tower (Graham Spiller)

Left: G-RLON looks quite at home on
the airport apron at Solent Airport
Daedalus. (BNAPS)

Below: G-RLON takes up its
assigned parking place.
(Richard Hunt)

Above: The crew of G-RLON are seen
here being greeted by Martyn Francis,
airport manager, Alan Jones, Solent
Sky Aviation Museum Director and
John Clark, Solent Sky Trustee
(BNAPS).
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Trislander G -BEVT Scenic Flights from Southampton
Allan Wright
At the end of May this year Aurigny Air Services will fly their last Trislander service, thereby ending
almost 46 years of Trislander operations and 50 years of operating BN types. The first Islander (GAVCN cn 3) was delivered to Aurigny in August 1967, and their first Trislander entered service on
1st October 1971 (G-AYWI cn 262).
To mark the end of their Trislander services, Aurigny orgainised several charity celebration flights,
mainly in the Channel Islands, but 2 special flights were arranged from Southampton on 4th May to
satisfy the demand from mainland based enthusiasts. The window for booking was only small and
those interested needed to be quick!
Originally only one flight was scheduled and when announced on Facebook (Joey & friends The
Trislander Appreciation Page) the first flight sold out so quickly a second was arranged. Andy
Clancey and I were lucky to be able to get a seat on the flights.
I was at work at the time, and it was one of those moments when you need to book first while you
had the button to click in front of you, and then ask for the day off afterwards! After securing my
seat, a few hours later Andy was able to secure a seat on the second flight.
May 4th came around quickly and we were on the M3 driving down to Southampton. My flight was
at 10am, and Andy’s was at 11.15am. We parked and walked to the Terminal to check in. The
board showed our flights “10:00 GR1150 – Southampton” and “11:15 GR1152 – Southampton”. It
is not very often you see the departure board show the destination the same as the departure
airport!
The man on the check in desk was suitably enthusiastic when we met him, and he too sounded
disappointed that he would not be checking in passengers for a Trislander for much longer.
We then went through to the lounge and took a position near to the windows so that we could
witness ‘VT landing. The flight in from Alderney and back was a scheduled ambulance flight to bring
a patient for a consultation at Southampton Hospital. It is highly likely that this was the reason for
the hastily arranged Scenic Charity Flights that day – a great way of utilising the Trislander whilst
waiting for the return flight.
In time the first flight was called and I left Andy in the lounge to go to the gate. Here I was met by
more enthusiastic Aurigny ground staff. As we were waiting to board they showed a safety film
which showed instructions for both the Trislander and the Dornier.
Trislander G-BEVT after arrival at Southampton and
ready for loading (Allan Wright)

Aurigny Air Services ground staff
flight handlers at Southampton
(Allan Wright).
We were then escorted to the waiting aircraft, and allocated seats by name. I was seated in the
penultimate row, just behind the wing on the starboard side of the aircraft. The pilot, Rob Wotton,
welcomed us, and then started the engines. Now this was a reality, the familiar loud reverberation
of the wing engines, was joined by a quieter version far up on the tail. Since October 1993 Aurigny
Trislanders have been fitted with 3-bladed propellers on the wing engines, leaving the standard 2blades on the tail engine. This was a move to making the cabin noise more comfortable for the
passengers, but leaves Aurigny Trislanders with a uniquely different engine sound to other
Trislanders.
We then taxied to the runway, strangely backtracking to the threshold of runway 02 – not that the
Trislander need any more than a fraction of the 1723m runway! We turned, putting full power to
the engines, and then when parallel with the centre line, Rob Wotton released the brakes – and we
were rolling – as the almost deafening noise of the Lycoming engines delightfully filled the cabin –
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just before 10am. In 37 seconds we were off the ground, climbing as the remainder of the runway
disappeared beneath us.

Trislander G-BEVT taking off from
Southampton for the 1115 flight
(Andy Clancey)

View of the B-N Works at Bembridge
Airport (Jason Evans)

We soon turned to the south west and headed towards the Needles. Keeping the Needles on the
port side, we turned eastwards around the south of the Isle of Wight. We followed the coast until
just past Brighstone and then turned inland and headed east towards Bembridge. Here we almost
took ‘VT home as we approached the runway and then over flew the Britten-Norman factory – the
birthplace of the BN-2 series.
From Bembridge we flew over the harbour and then turned northward towards Southampton, flying
over Seaview, Ryde and a pirouette over Cowes, before heading for Eastleigh. We slowed and
descended over the eastern side of the New Forest and tracked to Eastleigh, landing at 10:40am.
After a short taxy back to the stand, the engines were cut and we were done. Rob, the pilot,
thanked us for flying with Aurigny, and then almost by habit apologised to us for the late arrival
due to conflicting traffic, to which he commented –“I suppose on this occasion none of you are
really too bothered about that, are you?!” Rob then received a rapturous round of applause.
After we had deplaned we were allowed an opportunity to take photographs and talk to the pilot
and crew. They really did not seem to want us to leave the apron! Each passenger was presented
with a special flight certificate signed by the pilot.
Eventually the ground crew ushered us back to the terminal and the experience had ended. We
both were glad we made the effort to go, and feel it was £50 so well spent, especially as all
proceeds were going to Guernsey’s Channel Islands Air Search organisation.

Above: Trislander G-BEVT back on the ramp at
Southampton (Jason Evans)
Left: The official flight certificate.
I returned to the terminal and back to the car park roof where I was able to see Andy depart on the
next flight. His flight was similar to mine, except that he was given the added joy of a go around on
landing at Southampton – damn!
These flights were supposed to be ‘VT’s “last hurrah” at Southampton but ‘VT has returned several
times since due to the unserviceability of the Dorniers. When she finally retires, I really wonder
how Aurigny will cope with her absence……….
Allan Wright May 2017.
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Aurigny Air Services Trislander Photo Gallery
Over the 45+ years that Aurigny Air Services has operated the Trislander type some
16 examples have been employed, with a maximum of around 8 in the fleet at any
one time. The following images have been kindly provided by Richard Hunt; most are
his own photos together with other images from his collection. The images serve to
illustrate the varied and colourful history of the “Trislander era”.
Aurigny’s first Trislander G-AYWI,
cn 262, was delivered in June, 1971.

Trislander production prototype GAYTU, cn 245, appeared in Aurigny
style markings.
Trislander G-BEVT, cn 1057, in
Aberdeen Asset Management colours.

Trislander G-BDTO, cn 1027, in
Mercury Asset Management colours.

Trislander G-JOEY, cn 1016, in its
familiar all yellow colours.

Trislander G-RBCI, cn 1035, in Royal
Bank of Scotland colours.

Trislander G-RLON, cn 1008, in Royal
London colours.
Trislander G-RLON at Alderney Airport
shortly before making its last flight to
Solent Airport on 5 April (Graham Gilbert)

18

B-N Trislander – Success or Failure?
Innovative BN-2 Design Adaptation
With its exceptionally long record of service in the Channel Islands the Trislander can
rightly be seen as a great success. Sometimes referred to as a “Triumph of Ingenuity”,
the adaptation of the basic BN-2 Islander design to create an aircraft that would provide
double the carrying capacity on only 50% more power, admittedly with some
compromise of STOL capability, the production BN-2A Mk. 111 Islander, soon given the
official Trislander name, offered exceptional operating economics not just for Aurigny Air
Services but for many third level air transport operators around the world.

Inspiration from Alderney

Aurigny Air Services co-founder Sir Derrick Bailey had played a key role in the evolution
of the “Mk.III Islander” concept and adopted the same “You build it I’ll buy it” approach
as he had with the Islander 2 years earlier. It is a fact that without the interest and
assistance of Aurigny Air Services, the BN-2A Mk.III variant of the Islander may never
have been realised.
On 29 June 1971 Sir Derrick’s promise became reality when BN-2A Mk III Trislander
G-AYWI arrived at Alderney as the first of many Trislanders to be operated by Aurigny
Air Services. Initially Alderney residents expressed some concern over the decision to
operate “large” aircraft into the island. After a work-up period and introduction of the
Trislander into scheduled service operation on 1 October 1971, these fears were shown
to be groundless and the popularity of the Trislander went from strength to strength, a
situation that has continued to the present day. The Trislander fitted in well with
Aurigny’s unwritten motto of “simplicity with efficiency” and quickly became established
as part of the Channel Islands scene. Aircraft reliability, the ability to operate from small
airstrips and to sustain operations in adverse weather conditions with a quick turnaround
between sectors have all been key aspects of Trislander operations with Aurigny Air
Services.
Sir Derrick Bailey died on 19 June, 2009, aged 90. Malcolm Hart, at the time Aurigny Air
Services' managing director, led the tributes to Sir Derrick. "Sir Derrick was a fascinating
man from another time. I got to know him quite well and I was fascinated to learn that
he was once a test pilot, his brother married one of Winston Churchill's daughters and
Lord Kitchener was one of his godfathers.
"The legacy he has left Alderney in the shape of Aurigny Air Services is quite
remarkable. How many other small island communities of Alderney's size and population
could boast its own airline which employs so many people? Aurigny Air Services is one of
the oldest commercial airlines in the world and it is down to Sir Derrick's foresight that
'the little yellow plane', in Sir Derrick’s racing colours of yellow, black and red, has
played such an important part in Channel Islands life for so long."
"Sir Derrick's contribution to Alderney has been the development of Aurigny Air
Services. Without it we would have been totally lost. It has been vital to our survival”.

Reflections on the Trislander as a Success or Failure

Whilst it can be readily acknowledged that the Trislander looks unconventional and is
somewhat noisy both inside and outside the aircraft there is no doubt that its operating
economics and capabilities have been well proven.
The promise of ultimate success has proved elusive for the Trislander. Failure, if it exists
at all, can be judged in respect of a decision to terminate production in 1980 during the
Pilatus Britten-Norman era. With limited numbers of aircraft in operation it was
inevitable that support for operators would became increasingly problematic together
with the fact that the Trislander wing is a “lifed” component unlike that of the Islander
wing. While the Trislander will soon no longer grace the UK skies, examples of the type
are expected to remain in service in other parts of the world for some years - this is
surely a testament to the “rightness” of the original concept and design and provides
continuing confirmation of the Trislander’s success.
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B-N Trislander Brochure from the mid 1970s Gives a Very Positive
Emphasis to the Trislander’s Attributes
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Food for thought:
What is on the market today that can offer an equivalent capability?
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Round Up of Trislanders Still in Operation
Roraima Airways Guyana
Roraima Airways CEO Gerry
Gouveia believes that the
Trislander is ideal for tourist
flights in Guyana.
With two Trislanders currently
in service Gerry Gouveia has
stated that he would like to
build up to a fleet of five.
Trislanders
at
present
in
service are: 8R-GRD, cn 1039,
and 8R-GRE, cn 1042.

Trislanders 8R-GRD (right) and 8R-GRE at
Roraima Airways base, Georgetown, Guyana
Photo Learie Constantine Barclay

Vieques Air Link Puerto Rico
Vieques Air Link (VAL) has been
an operator of B-N Islanders and
Trislanders
for
many
years
between Puerto Rico and the
offshore island of Vieques.
At present VAL operates one
Trislander N869VL, cn 1048.
Photo Hector Rosado Alejandro

Air Flamenco Puerto Rico
Air Flamenco based in Puerto Rico
acquired Trislander XA-UBD, cn
1044, from Aerolamsa in Mexico IN
April 2016.
Now registered as N920GD, the
Trislander operates on Air Flamenco
cargo services out of Isla Grande
Airport, Puerto Rico.
Photo Hector Rosado Alejandro

Unity Airlines Vanuatu
Unity Airlines has operated
Trislander YJ-0019, cn 1054, for
several years, mainly for tourist
flights based on the Pacific
Islands of Vanuatu.
This Trislander was the last one
sold by B-N and was delivered to
the Botswana Defence Force on
31 August, 1984.

Photo Tony Deamer
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Another Channel Islands Air Service
Channel Islands Aviation was founded on
the need for charter flights to the
Channel Islands off the coast of
California. The first flight took place on
January 1, 1975 before the moving to the
newly opened Camarillo Airport in 1976.
In the early years the island charter
business catered for the needs of Delco
Electronics Sonar Research Facility on
Santa Cruz, Dr. Carey Stanton and the
Gherini Family, former owners of Santa
Cruz Island, as well as the Vail & Vickers
Company, former owners of Santa Rosa
Island.
Channel Islands Aviation started day trips for the public to Santa Cruz and Santa Rosa
Island in 1986 and became the official airplane concessionaire for the Channel Islands
National Park in the mid-1990s. Channel Islands Aviation takes people from the
National Park, The Nature Conservancy and NOAA organisations, as well as the public,
to the Channel Islands National Park using Britten-Norman Islander N55JA.

Left: Channel Islands Aviation
Islander N55JA, cn 295, is
seen here being refuelled at
Camarillo Airport, Ventura
County, California.

Right: Islander N55JA in
flight. This Islander was first
flown in October, 1971, and
has been with Channel
Islands Aviation since
September 1977.

Left: Islander N55JA touches
down on a gravel strip on one
of the Channel Islands served
by Channel Islands Aviation.

For more information about Channel Islands Aviation go to www.flycia,com
Photos are from the Channel Islands Aviation website.
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BN-2 Line Up at Solent Airport Daedalus April, 2017
With the arrival of BN-2T Islander G-DLRA (ZG989), cn 2140, together with new build
BN-2B-20 Islander G-CJJO, cn 2313, BN-2T Islander G-JSAT, cn 2277 and BN-2T-4S
Defender G-WPNS, cn 4011 it seems that the opportunity was taken to borrow
Trislander G-RLON from Solent Sky to enable a rare photo opportunity with all BN-2
variants in the picture.
Also seen in April was BN-2A-26 Islander G-BCEN, cn 403 that had lost its Bestival
markings and re-appeared in a new colour scheme.
Islander G-CJJO now
carries FLN markings
and will be registered
as D-IFLB when
delivered

Radar nose trials aircraft
BN-2T Islander G-DLRA
arrived at Solent Airport
after a period of storage
at RAF Shawbury.

Islander G-BCEN seen
here in its latest colour
scheme on approach to
land at Solent Airport.

Line up of BN-2 variants at Solent Airport Daedalus Lee-on-Solent
(All photos courtesy of Richard Davies)
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Photo Credit Correction: The photo centre page of Islander G-AWVY on page 22 of the
January 2017 issue of BNAPS News should have been credited to Chris England.

BNAPS Merchandise Special Offers:
1 Order bundle A: BN-2 Islander 50 Years On book + Islander G-AVCN The Continuing Story book
+ Charlie November The Story So Far DVD £10.00
2 Order Bundle B: BN-2 Islander 50 Years On book + Islander 50 souvenir programme + Islander
50 DVD £10.00
All orders that total £10 or more will be sent post free to UK addresses.

BNAPS Sales Catalogue
BNAPS Sales Catalogue Winter 2016/2017 issue is now available.
The catalogue is distributed by email and can be viewed from the following link:
www.bnaps.org.uk
BNAPS Supporters Club Members orders will be sent post free to UK addresses.
All BNAPS Ltd sales will help raise funds for the restoration of Islander G-AVCN.
If you wish to purchase specific items please contact BNAPS Ltd Sales
sales@bnaps.org.uk

by

e

mail

BNAPS on the Internet - information about BNAPS, including back issues of BNAPS
News, can now be found from the following link: www.bnaps.org.uk

More BNAPS Supporters Needed
If any BNAPS Supporters Club member knows of someone
who would be interested in joining please pass on contact
details to our BNAPS Membership Secretary, Rita
Edgcumbe at sales@bnaps.org.uk
The principal aims of the BNAPS Supporters Club are:
“to assist BNAPS to preserve the history and aircraft of
Britten-Norman through member donations and to provide
assistance with the day-to-day operations of the charity”
Anyone with an interest in local aviation heritage is
welcome.
As a point of clarification, whilst BNAPS has contact with
B-N Group from time to time, as a charitable trust BNAPS
is an independent organisation.

Forthcoming BNAPS Events
23 September, 2017,
BNAPS plans to support the second IoW High Sheriff’s
“Isle of Wight Day” – this event is expected to be a similar
format to “Charlie November 50”. Workshop tours will be
arranged in the afternoon subject to availability of the
Bembridge Community mini-bus
If anyone has any questions or needs more information
about BNAPS activities and what is happening please do
not hesitate to get in touch.
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BNAPS
BNAPS is a Registered Charity,
No. 1100735, set up to
"preserve the history and
aircraft of Britten-Norman with
the support of members’
subscriptions, sponsorship and
donations"
BNAPS registered address is:
7, William Close
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ
Trustees are Peter Graham,
Bob Wilson, Guy Palmer and
Bob Wealthy.
Bob Wealthy is currently the
Trust Chairman.

How to contact BNAPS:
Email:
bob@bnaps.org.uk
Telephone: 01329
315561
Post:
BNAPS (Dept NL)
c/o
7, William Close,
FAREHAM,
Hampshire,
PO14 2PQ.

