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Work gets under way to re-assemble Islander G-AVCN at its 

new home. 
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The major transportation exercise on 17 December last year was followed by transport of 

more of the kit from Brickfields on 7 January. BNAPS Trustees, Bob Wilson, Guy Palmer 

and Bob Wealthy visited the exhibition space at the Wight Military & Heritage Museum on 
20 April, 2021 to prepare the way for the next stage of the restoration project – to get 

Islander G-AVCN re-assembled and prepared for public display. Taking account of the 

prevailing pandemic restrictions, restoration team members were consulted in early April 

regarding their views on the proposal to reconvene at the museum. 

 

Views of the Wight Military & Heritage Museum exhibition space – 

left, on 20 April 2021 and right on 29 April 2021. 
 

 

 

 

The first work session of 2021 took place on 29 April to start preparations for joining the 

wing and fuselage. Remarkable progress was made as by the afternoon, the wing and 

fuselage had been re-joined, the aileron cables re-connected and Islander G-AVCN was 

once again on its wheels.  

The next stage was to re-install the fin and tail plane followed by the rudder and 

elevator. Work on the aircraft will continue over the next 3 months to fully assemble the 
aircraft and to complete restoration work associated with the fuselage interior trim and 

application of the black fuselage lining transfers and black and red lining on the engine 

cowlings. 

For more information see the progress report starting on page 3. 
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BNAPS Chairman’s Update – May 2021 

 

 
 

 

 

  

2010 

Dear BNAPS Supporter, 

At long last the next stage in getting our Islander G-AVCN completed and ready to go on 

public display has been reached. Much work was done to catch up with where everything 

we had brought from Brickfields was and to get the area at the Wight Military & Heritage 
Museum organised so that re-assembly could get under way.  

 

Following a site visit on 20 April, and after consulting the restoration team members 

regarding their willingness to re-convene at the museum, work was a started on 29 April 

and good progress has been made. With the progressive relaxation of the pandemic 

restrictions allowing more flexible working, it appears that the aim to hold an “official 

unveiling” of VCN on Saturday 25 September is realistically achievable. 
 

Apart from the restoration aspects, work will be under way to bring the “Islander 

Experience” flight simulator into operation in its Stage 1 configuration. Also when the 

restoration work has reached an appropriate stage that allows access, various supporting 

displays and facilities will be set up around the aircraft so that it will move towards being 

an exhibition area for the museum rather than a working area. Having spent the past 10 
years in a workshop environment where BNAPS had more or less full control over what 

was done, we have now got to get used to working in a situation where our occupancy is 

shared with museum staff and the general public. It is inevitable that this will involve a 

“settling in” period for BNAPS as this new era of the project evolves.  

 

Once again thanks go out to all BNAPS Supporters and all the companies and 
organisations that have supported the project over many years and enabled it to progress 

towards the aim of getting Islander G-AVCN restored, preserved and on public display.  

 

For the future there will be increasing emphasis on the sale of BNAPS merchandise and 

establishing the best and most effective way of gaining benefits for all from the extensive 

collection of Britten-Norman heritage collection held by BNAPS. More about this aspect 

will be presented in future issues of BNAPS News. 
 

For more information regarding the above please contact BNAPS by email 

bob@bnaps.org.uk or Telephone 01329 315561.  

Yours sincerely, 

Bob Wealthy,  

Britten-Norman Aircraft Preservation Society Chairman 
 

2016 

Islander G-AVCN On the Move – Souvenir Booklet 
As a memento of the big day for BNAPS, an illustrated booklet has been produced to record 

the event. The booklet is in full colour, A5 size, stapled with card covers and made up of 24 

pages, including cover pages, showing the move from Brickfields to the Wight Military and 
Heritage Museum. Also there are 4 pages of images illustrating the operating life of Islander 

number 3, the various moves made by VCN and key stages in the restoration work. The 

booklet is priced at £5.00 plus £1.00 UK p&p. 

To purchase a copy please contact BNAPS by email sales@bnaps.org.uk  

or by phone on 01329 315561. 

 
 

 
2021 

mailto:bob@bnaps.org.uk
mailto:sales@bnaps.org.uk
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress April 2021 – May 2021 
 

 

Summary of Activities planned through to September 2021 
Initially the museum space will be organised to enable the re-assembly of Islander G-
AVCN to be progressed together with completion of all remaining restoration work items. 

Once this work is complete all work stands and associated support items will be removed 

from the area and stored away.  

The work items planned for completion at the museum are summarised below: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Alongside the completion of restoration work action preparation of the exhibition space 

that surrounds Islander G-AVCN will be progressed. This space will include various 

features such as aircraft models, information panels, video screens and the “Islander 

Experience” flight simulator.  

 
It is planned that there will be occasions, such as pre-arranged group visits, when various 

aspects of the aircraft will be demonstrated. The electrical system will be powered so that 

external and internal lighting can be activated. It is intended that demonstration of the 

action of the flight controls and operation of the flaps will be possible but only with 

designated BNAPS personnel in charge of the activity.  

 

To avoid unnecessary wear and tear on the restored Islander, and for safety reasons, 
visitors will not be permitted to enter or sit in the aircraft unless special arrangements 

have been made with BNAPS prior to their visit. 

 

The aim is to have the display space set up well advanced, but not necessarily completed, 

for an “Official Unveiling” in late September, 2021.  

 

   

 
 

 

 

Islander G-AVCN Restoration Work Items  

1 Aircraft Re-assembly 

1.1 Join wing/fuselage. 

1.2 Connect aileron control cables. 

1.3 Connect electrical wiring in area of wing to fuselage join. 

1.4 Install flap drive motor and indicator. 
1.5 Tilt aircraft and re-install fin and rudder, tail plane and elevator.  

1.6 Install engines, carburettors, fit air boxes, exhaust pipes, alternators and 

accessories. 

1.7 Install propellers and spinners. 

1.8 Install engine cowlings. 

1.9 Install wing to fuselage fairings. 
2 Wing and Engines:  

2.1 Paint engine cowlings and fairings with red and black “cheat lines”. 

2.2 Paint red areas on upper wing surface adjacent to top engine cowling. 

2.3    Fabricate and install fairings between cowlings and drooped wing leading 

edge 

3 Fuselage:  

3.1 Fabricate and install interior roof panels and fit door trim panels.  
3.2 Apply transfers for black cheat lines along port and starboard sides. 

3.3 Paint black lining around nose cone. 

 

Islander VQ-SAC Fuselage Section Work Items: 

1 Fabricate door hinges and door catches and install doors and windows and 

associated trim. 
2 Install electrical earthing connection for fuselage structure. 

3 Install and commission Stage 1 desktop flight simulator equipment. 
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress April 2021 – May 2021 
 

BNAPS restoration team re-convened at the Wight Military & Heritage Museum on 
Thursday 29 April, 2021. Also, the remaining equipment items in temporary storage at 

the Brickfields site were transported to the museum on 29 April. In parallel with the work 

under way to re-assemble the Islander, much time and effort was spent to get the area 

organised and to move supporting equipment, BNAPS merchandise and other items into a 

storage space at the museum. 

The following captioned photographs show the results of some of the work undertaken in 

the last period: 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

View of the Islander 
fuselage and wing after the 

move from Brickfields. 

Engines, propellers and 

cowlings were stowed 

around the museum area 

ready for re-assembly. 

The engines are heavy and 

had to be moved using a 

pallet truck. 

Engine cowlings are 

relatively light and occupy 

a fair amount of space and 

are vulnerable to 

accidental damage so must 

be handled carefully 
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress April 2021 – May 2021 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flaps were stowed on a 

couple of mattresses ready 

for installation. 

The wing and fuselage 

were re-joined and wheels 

fitted on 29 April. 

The wheeled fuselage 

support frame was used 

initially to reposition the 
aircraft but had to be set 

to one side when two of 

the wheel assemblies 

folded under the frame due 

to the load and the uneven 

surface.   

View of the aircraft with 

the tail plane installed 

before removal of the wing 
stands so that it could rest 

on its wheels prior to being 

re-positioned and tilted. 
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress April 2021 – May 2021 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

With the support frame 

removed, the tail plane 

was installed. The aircraft 

was re-positioned to 

provide clearance from the 

side wall to enable 
installation of the elevator 

at a later stage.  

The fin and rudder are 

seen here ready for 

installation waiting for the 

aircraft to be tilted back on 

its tail for ease of access.   

Aircraft after being tilted 

with fin installation under 

way.  

Fin installation under way 

with the elevator in the 

foreground ready for 

installation at a later stage. 
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress April 2021 – May 2021 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Fin installation presented 

some initial difficulties with 

alignment of fixings to the 

fuselage. 

The aircraft was tilted with 

the forward section of the 

fuselage supported by a 

padded trestle. The tail 
was resting on suitable soft 

padding. 

The opportunity was taken 

to slave fit the flaps while 

the aircraft was tilted. 
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress April 2021 – May 2021 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Steve Cooley(left) and Paul 

Brook check the slave flap 

installation fixings. 

View from the nose after 

the aircraft was returned to 

rest on its wheels 

View of the tail section with 
tail plane fin and rudder 

installed. 
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G-AVCN Restoration Progress April 2021 – May 2021 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The aircraft was re-positioned in 

the restricted space to allow the 

elevator to be re-installed and to 
provide adequate separation 

from an adjacent fire exit. 

 Due to the size of the aircraft 

and the restricted space 

available the re-positioning 

required careful planning and 
execution. 

The area around the starboard 

side was cleared as a workspace 

and for storage of aircraft parts 

awaiting re-installation 

 
 

View of the aircraft looking 

back to the tail section. 

With the aircraft now re-
positioned work can now 

proceed with re-installation 

of the engines. 

 

 

 

A temporary information 

display was put in place. It 

will be re-arranged when 

an adjacent military vehicle 

exhibit is relocated. This 

will then allow museum 
visitors to have a 

reasonable opportunity to 

view the aircraft during the 

period when restoration 

work is under way. 
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“Islander Experience” Flight Simulator Way Ahead 
 
Work on the fuselage section of Islander VQ-SAC will resumed after Islander G-AVCN has 

been re-assembled and work space in the area becomes available. In parallel the Stage 1 

flight simulator equipment will be integrated separately prior to its installation in the 

fuselage section. 

 

The original desktop PC suffered a power supply failure at the Brickfields workshop, 
possibly due to damp conditions in the winter months. A replacement PC was sought for 

some time and now, as a result of a generous offer by BNAPS Supporter Clynt Perrot of a 

well equipped desktop PC complete with Islander flight simulator software, it is expected 

to have the “Islander Experience” facility up and running soon after completion of work 

to install, doors, window, and trim in the fuselage section in the next few months. 

 
It is envisaged that at a later stage the Islander Experience facility will be developed as a 

Stage 2 configuration. This is envisaged as replacing the multi-function control with near 

representative control wheel, rudder pedals and throttle controls. A multi-screen display 

arrangement is seen as a possible enhancement, one for the instrument panel and 

another for external scenery, together with software upgrades/replacement where there 

are benefits for the realism/utility of the “Islander Experience” facility.  

 
A Stage 2 “Islander Facility” proposal will be compiled at an appropriate time so that 

representative costs may be evaluated. Once the cost implications are known, a specific 

fund raising initiative will be actioned. 
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Britten-Norman Islander Connection 
 

The death of the HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh resulted in many tributes being paid to 
his achievements and interests throughout his full and active life. As an aviator, the Duke of 

Edinburgh logged nearly 6000 hours as a pilot, since gaining his helicopter licence in 1956 

and his fixed wing licence in 1959, and piloted some 59 different types of aircraft from the 

Chipmunk to Concorde. A regular visitor to the Farnborough Air Show, he took a great 

interest in the British aviation industry and its exploits. On 26 July 1965, the Duke of 

Edinburgh paid a visit to the Isle of Wight and was given a tour of B-N’s Cushioncraft works at 

St Helens, where he took a trip around Bembridge Harbour in a CC-4 Cushioncraft. Perhaps of 
greater interest was the opportunity to become acquainted with Britten-Norman’s prototype 

BN-2 Islander, G-ATCT, at Bembridge Airport. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

During the visit it is believed that the Duke was asked if he would like a flight in the Islander 

but said that it would be best if he waited until it had received its certificate of airworthiness.  
On 5 April 1968, at RAF Benson, the Duke of Edinburgh was given the opportunity to pilot an 

Islander. Accompanied by B-N’s Chief Pilot, Jim Birnie, the Duke took the controls of Islander 

G-AWCB, c/n 20, for about an hour and by the looks of the photographs he was very pleased. 

 

 

Duke of Edinburgh viewing Islander G-ATCT with 

Desmond Norman, right, John Britten, centre, local MP 

Mark Woodnutt, centre left, and B-N Director Jim 
McMahon, far left. In the background is the Royal Flight 

Whirlwind helicopter (BNAPS Archive Collection). 
B-N Royal visit schedule  

(Peter Gatrell). 
 

  

Duke of Edinburgh with Jim Birnie preparing to set 
off in Islander G-AWCB (Birnie family). 

 

Duke of Edinburgh gives a “thumbs 

up” of appreciation after his Islander 

flight on 5 April. 1968 (B-N).  
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Janet Ferguson – A Lifetime 

Dedicated to Flying 
 

It is unlikely that Amy Johnson, when en 

route solo from Croydon to Australia, was 
greeted somewhere in the East Indies with 

the 1930s equivalent of ‘why aren’t you 

married and can you get me a sweater 

from Marks & Spencer?’ from a local official 

at the airport. This was the greeting that 

came every time from Ahmed, pictured 

with Janet Ferguson below, about 70 years 
after Amy’s epic flight.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The similarity between Amy and Janet is 

that both were flying from England to 

Australia solo – the difference is that Janet 

did it 38 times. More, if you count four 

flights to New Zealand, two to Tahiti, two 

to Fiji and four to Papua New Guinea which 
all follow the same route for much of the 

way. Ahmed should have had a wardrobe-

full of M & S sweaters by that time but, 

sadly, his sartorial history has never been 

revealed.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Janet Ferguson is the unknown British 

woman pilot of the second half of the 20th 

century whose aviation career, due to her 

modesty, is only coming to light now after 

her death in April 2007 at the age of 78. 

Many people, men and women, declare 

that they must be pilots, nothing else will 
do for them. They are photographed – and 

sometimes publicised – after various 

flights. Janet, quite simply, just got on and 

did it. Her logbooks show a total of 17,000 

hours, all on light aircraft. Single, twin, 

three and four-engined, she flew them all.  
She instructed, she flew charter, she flew 

aerial photographers (more of that later) 

and finally she became a ferry pilot for the 

best part of 25 years, flying aircraft all over 

the world, usually solo.   
 

Born in 1928 and therefore 11 years old 

when war broke out, Janet much admired 

two uncles who flew in the war, one in the 

RAF, the other in the Fleet Air Arm. After  
leaving school, she was working for the 

BBC as a secretary when, in 1951, she had 

her first flying lesson. Living at that time 

with her family in Higher Denham, 

Buckinghamshire, she joined the nearest 

flying club. Denham Flying Club flew Miles 
Magisters and had ‘Wilbur’ Wright as CFI.  

Ten months later Janet was issued with her 

Private Pilot’s Licence. Straightaway she 

joined the W.R.A.F.V.R for weekend flying 

and summer camp, all in DHC Chipmunks. 

She remained with them until the schools 
closed down in 1954. 

Meanwhile, Janet was spending as much 

time as possible at the flying club and in 

1954 started work there as Secretary. She 

also refuelled aircraft and did general ‘ops’ 

work, enabling her to build hours at fuel & 

oil rates.  
 

Her first connection with Amy Johnson was 

soon to occur. After Amy’s death in 1941, 
her friends and the Women’s Engineering 

In the November 2018 Issue of BNAPS News included a feature article about Peter Nock 
and his company, West London Air Charter (WLAC), and his work to ferry aircraft, 

including those made by B-N, to virtually anywhere in the world. The company relied upon 

a number of pilots including the remarkable Janet Ferguson, who served as a ferry pilot 

with WLAC for over 20 years.  

Janet’s logbooks show a total of 17,000 hours, mainly on light aircraft, as a ferry pilot for 

25 years. During that time Janet ferried 121 Islanders, 6 Defenders, 11 Trislanders and 5 
Turbine Islanders from 1970 to 1996  

Thanks go to Adele Stephenson for kindly allowing BNAPS News to present her account of 

Janet’s life and aviation career.  

 

 

Janet with the dreaded Ahmed 
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Society (of whom she had been President) 

set up a fund to help women to become 

professional pilots. This fund was 

administered by the W.E.S. and in 1955 

the award of £150 was made to Janet, to 

enable her to undertake the course for an 

Assistant Flying Instructor’s Rating. The 
sum probably paid for the entire course. 

Again, the flying was on Magisters at 

Denham and upon passing the flight test 

with Wing Commander Arthur at Fairoaks, 

Janet started her professional career as an 

instructor at Denham Flying Club in April 
1956. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The instructor’s rating was a stepping 
stone. Janet had flown another 600 hours 

by the beginning of 1958, which was to 

prove a crucial and lucky year for her, 

when her career became poised for a real 

take-off. First of all, she upgraded her 

instructor’s rating from Assistant to Full. 

Janet was already working towards her 
Commercial Pilot’s Licence (CPL), which in 

those days was self-study and taking the 

flight tests when one felt ready to do so. 

There was no formal course. Janet passed 

all the examinations and flight tests. The 

CPL was issued. Then during that year she 
met Peter Nock. 
 

Joining the RAF in 1940 at the age of 19, 
Peter Nock flew 10 missions in Hampdens 

for Bomber Command before being 

involved in a serious accident due to an 

engine failure on take-off. He eventually 

recommenced operations, by which time he 

had been re-trained on Mosquitoes, flying 
fifty ops with 139 Squadron.  At the end of 

the war he obtained a ‘B’ licence but jobs 

were hard to find. Between demob in 1946 

and meeting Janet in 1958 he had worked 

for a charter company in Liverpool flying 

Bristol Wayfarers, taken part in the Berlin 

Airlift, ferried ex-military and other aircraft 

overseas, founded his own company, West 

London Air Charter Ltd, flown a Dove to 

Japan and instructed on it there (language 
problems!), made contacts wherever he 

could with various dealers and overhaul 

companies and was to fly on a freelance 

basis for both Silver City and Dan Air. His 

ability to fly anything anywhere kept his 

telephone ringing – but not always as much 
as he would wish due to the competition. 

Still, as his reputation grew the work 

increased. 
 

An advertisement was placed by Janet in 

FLIGHT, hoping to use her brand-new CPL. 

There was just one reply, a Captain Peter 

Nock required a DC-3 co-pilot for a flight 

from Trenton, New Jersey to Tripoli. It was 
a legal requirement that he should have ‘a 

pilot’ in the right hand seat. By all the 

modern precepts of “how to succeed at a 

job interview” Janet should have failed, 

concentrating on all the things that she 

hadn’t done and couldn’t do – never flown 

anything bigger than a Magister, never 
been further than Plymouth, ink not dry on 

her CPL, less than a thousand hours flying 

experience. Finally Peter Nock said ‘I’ll fly 

the thing on my own’ – and took her on! It 

was the beginning of a 27 year working 

relationship during which the Nocks would 
refer to her as ‘our Chief Pilot.’ 
 

But back in 1958 Janet accompanied Peter 
to New York on a PanAm DSC. There was a 

slight hiccup when the hotel was found to 

have booked them into a double room and 

an indignant Janet had to be convinced 

that this wasn’t a plan of Peter’s. She had 

yet to learn that hotels worldwide 
frequently booked aircrew into the 

minimum number of rooms especially when 

short of accommodation, never knowing if 

or when their unreliable customers would 

turn up.  
 

After the DC-3 flight Janet returned to 

instructing at Denham. During this time 

she checked out on the single-seat Druine 

Turbulent. Towards the end of the year she 
left Denham and, in 1959, started 

instructing at Elstree. It was not all work, 

however, and there was some time for pure 

fun. 

 

The Miles Magister aircraft flown by Janet 

Ferguson when she gained her flying 
instructor’s rating at Denham. 
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The Bleriot Anniversary Race organised by 

the Daily Mail took place between July 13th 

and 23rd 1959. It was the fiftieth 
anniversary of Bleriot’s flight across the 

Channel which won him a £1,000 prize 

from the Daily Mail. The 1959 version had 

increased the prize money which was to be 

won by the fastest times between Marble 

Arch and the Arc de Triomphe. Janet 

entered the race using a bicycle at each 
end and a Turbulent for the Channel 

crossing - not the speediest forms of 

transport and they failed to win her a prize, 

but she enjoyed it immensely.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Until late 1961, Janet flew from Elstree,  

instructing and also flying photographic 

trips for Derby Aerosurveys in a specially 

adapted Auster which had a removable 

clear window. On many occasions the 

photographer was Richard Riding who has 

a particular memory of one trip in the 

summer of 1960. They flew down to Bristol 

to photograph a factory in open 

countryside on the outskirts of the city. 

Unusually a movie cameraman was also on 

the flight. Because the factory was small 
they had to fly lower than usual. Richard 

took all his shots in one circuit but the 

cameraman kept wanting to take more and 

they made about five circuits of the factory. 

When they arrived back at Elstree they 

were told that they had been reported for 
low flying. Janet was mortified and it was 

just her luck that the policeman who 

booked her had been a deck-landing officer 

in the Navy during the war – so he 

correctly judged the height of the aircraft 

almost to the foot……. 
 

Between 1959 and October 1961 Janet was 

adding to her qualifications as well as 
having fun with some air racing, but in late 

1961 the Ferguson family decided that they 

would like to live in San Francisco for a 

while, so before leaving England Janet 

worked her way through an F.A.A. 

Commercial Pilot’s Licence and an F.A.A. 

Flight Instructor Rating.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Arriving in the U.S.A. with her new 

qualifications, Janet failed to find a job. The 

situation did not last, however, and when 

she did start flying the work rolled in and 

her family returned in early 1963 without 
her. She was to stay on in the States for 

another nine months, gaining experience 

that would be useful later. The work 

 

 

 

Janet Ferguson in the Flightway Aeronca 

7EC Champion that she flew when living in 

the USA in 1963. 

Janet Ferguson completing part of the 

Bleriot Anniversary Race that did not rely on 

piloting an aircraft. 

Janet Ferguson in the Tiger Club’s Druine 
Turbulent on the occasion of the 1959 

Bleriot Anniversary Race 
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consisted of instructing, charter and 

ferrying. As ever there was time for fun in 

the form of air racing when Janet took part 

in her first All-Woman Transcontinental Air 

Race (she was to fly in another two) more 

often known as the Powder Puff Derby. 

Flying an Aeronca Champion, the slowest 
and smallest aircraft in the handicap race, 

she came in 37th out of 52 contestants but 

won the prize for the best placing for a 

foreign pilot. Janet was the only foreign 

pilot. 
 

Back in England, Janet returned to Elstree 

for some instructing but started to fly an 

aircraft that was new to her but not at all 
new for many older pilots. An Avro X1X  

G-AGWE had arrived at Elstree during her 

absence, owned by Derby Aviation, and 

Janet commenced to take instruction on it 

with John Schooling, the CFI of the London 

School of Flying. It was on this aircraft that 
Janet obtained her twin/multi engine 

rating, her instrument rating and her 

twin/multi instructor’s rating. It cannot 

have been the easiest aircraft on which to 

pass the notoriously difficult instrument 

rating test, but Janet obtained a partial 

pass the first time and finished the rating a 
month later.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In almost a re-run of gaining her 

Commercial Pilot’s Licence and immediately 

being offered a trip by Peter Nock, he 

reappeared three months after she passed 

her Instrument Rating. This time she was 

to be on her own after a brief checkout, 
ferrying an American-registered Beaver 

from Charleroi to Tripoli and bringing 

another one back. Obviously, he was happy 

with her performance as he asked her to 

take another Beaver to Tripoli five months 

later. 
 

From April 1965 Janet began to work 

freelance and the first job that came her 

way was from a farmer, who wanted his 

prize Jerseys to be flown to various parts of 

Europe. A Stansted examiner breathing 

down the neck of a pilot on test was one 
thing, having a cow doing it to a freelance 

pilot was another, as Janet soon 

discovered. Arrangements in the Anson for 

the accommodation of these passengers 

were basic, so pilot and cows shared the 

flight experience in close proximity. 
Fortunately there was some other flying 

available and also a pleasant surprise when 

she won one of the three Amelia Earhart 

Memorial Scholarships for 1965. Janet beat 

55 finalists for the $700 award and was 

only the second non-American to win it. 
She used it to obtain her American multi 

and instrument ratings. 
 

Ferrying, for Janet, was becoming 

‘something that I’d rather do than anything 

else. For me, it’s a means of perhaps flying 

an unusual aircraft, on my own with no 

student or passengers to worry me, and 

flying further afield than usual and over 

different sorts of country.’  In the summer 
of 1965 there were four Piper Pawnees to 

be ferried from Piper International at 

Geneva to the Iraqi Government in 

Baghdad. Janet and another pilot were 

asked to do the flights in two pairs. Never 

having flown a Pawnee before, Janet was 
given a briefing and sent off on a short 

local flight to familiarise herself with the 

aircraft before setting off. Fuel in the 

hopper gave the required range but the 

flight was strictly visual due to a lack of 

almost any instrumentation, even a turn & 
slip. After arrival at Baghdad, the two pilots 

were asked to fly their aircraft to a 300 

yard strip about 15 miles from Baghdad 

from which the Pawnees would operate. Its 

name was Abu Ghraib.   
 

In the summer of 1966 Peter Nock asked 

Janet to co-pilot the first of two Bristol 

170s to New Zealand. These had been sold 

by Silver City to Straits Air Freight Express 
(S.A.F.E.). The route was one which – with 

a few variations – would become familiar in 

the years to come, especially with its 

introduction to India (and the paperwork!), 

 

Janet Ferguson seen here refuelling an 

aircraft, possibly at Elstree. 
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Australia and its huge distances between 

cities, Norfolk Island and finally New 

Zealand.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

In the spring of 1967 Janet was checked 

out on the Beagle 206, passing her day and 

night type rating tests with ‘Pee Wee’ 

Judge. In June she set off for Australia on 

her first 206 delivery with the Flying Doctor 
Services’ Chief Pilot, Vic Cover, who had 

been doing a course on the aircraft with 

Beagle and was on his way home. The 

second trip was her ‘first solo’ to Australia 

and swiftly followed by another. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Between ferries, however, it was back to 

whatever work was available. Aerial survey 

in the Anson, freighting, a little air taxi 

work – some survey flying in a Reid & 
Siegrist Desford. There was a little 

instructing – mainly giving instructors 

courses. A DC-3 appeared again enabling 

Janet to fly for 2 or 3 months as a co-pilot 

for Martin Baker. 

 

In 1969 Janet ferried no fewer than five 

Beagle Pups from the U.K. to the Teheran 

Aero Club, usually 11 sectors in 7 days with 

about 30 hours flying. Even these slow 
aircraft didn’t put her off and from 1970 

onwards the ‘other flying’ gradually 

dropped away and her 25-year ferrying 

career began. She would fly over 60 types 

of aircraft from crop sprayers to Herons. As 

a co-pilot she would also fly the HS 125, 
for which Peter Nock obtained delivery 

contracts.  
 

The purpose of a ferry flight is to deliver 

the aircraft from A to B as safely, quickly 

and cheaply as possible. Thanks to Peter 

Nock’s standards and the pilots that he 

employed, cutting corners never occurred 

where safety was concerned. The aircraft 
reached their destinations in one piece, 

even if there were unforeseen delays en 

route due to weather or serviceability. The 

pilots, too, had to be safe and serviceable 

en route. 
 

In Janet’s sister’s words, as far as health 

and stamina were concerned, Janet 

‘excelled in that department’. Although she 

welcomed breakfast, if available, early 
starts often meant beginning the day on 

nothing or, if she was lucky, a black coffee. 

Eating would be at the end of the day and 

many pilots who have experienced a 

hungry, late arrival will share her 

frustration at the frequent ‘we stop serving 
at……’ But Janet’s constitution allowed her 

to eat at street stalls in the East or obtain 

odd snacks at odd places with never a hint 

of a tummy upset. Not many people can 

say that!  
 

A typical occasion was a flight for MAF 

(Mission Aviation Fellowship) from England 

to Chad in 1986 with a Cessna 210 and, 
unusually, a passenger. On the second day 

they left Minorca for Algiers, El Golea then 

Tamanrasset, almost 8 hours flying from 

first take-off at 7 a.m. to last landing at 6 

p.m.  In Janet’s words ‘we struck lucky in 

Tamanrasset as we coincided with an Air 

Algerie crew who were overnighting there 
and not only got a lift into town with them 

but also achieved an early breakfast 

(arranged for them) and another lift back 

to the airport in the morning. It’s almost 

 
Janet Ferguson with Peter Nock at the 

Beechcraft factory, Wichita, Kansas, preparing 

to make the delivery flight of Queen Air 80  

G-ASKM in the Summer of 1963. 

 

Janet Ferguson with the Beagle 206  

G-AVCH, that she delivered to the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service in Australia in July 

1967. 
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impossible to get a taxi to come out to the 

airport to pick you up so you usually have 

to hope for a lift from a passer-by. And it 

can be almost as difficult to order an early 

morning taxi at the hotel. Plus difficulties 

changing money, no water at all in the 

hotel late at night and before 6 to 6.30 in 
the morning, and – not so surprising – no 

breakfast before 7. But one can’t really 

complain when one looks at the geography 

of the place.’ 

 

Political events often dictated routes but 
several Bulldogs to the Lebanon in 1975 

put their pilots closer to the action than 

mere political re-routing. Janet was with 

others having dinner in a hotel when there 

was a certain amount of shooting just 

outside. With the first shots most diners 
dived under the tables but one of Janet’s 

companions wasn’t thrown at all. He simply 

turned to her and said ‘How do you like 

your steak cooked?’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
As for speed on deliveries, the weather and 

serviceability were not the only delay 

factors. There were standard timings – for 

example, 11 days from Bembridge to Tokyo 

in a B-N Islander, 12 days in a Pilatus 

Porter from Switzerland to New Zealand. 

But clearances and permissions, although 
theoretically arranged in advance, could 

bedevil the schedule together with the 

unexpected, such as facilities being 

withdrawn without any prior warning by 

NOTAM.  

 
And some Indian paperwork could also 

throw a large spanner in the works, such as 

at Ahmedabad. Calling for start clearance 

at 7.30 a.m. with Ahmedabad as 

destination, Janet discovered that the 

runway there was closed for resurfacing 

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. This produced a 

delayed departure of nearly 7 hours.  ‘This 

airport has always been one of the worst 

places for form-filling etc. and on arrival 
this time they decided to break their own 

record. The Customs officer examined 

every single bag and box on the aircraft, 

including dinghy, box of oil, control lock 

bag, package of manuals for the customer, 

etc. Then Immigration with more forms, 
and the doctor was summonsed to deal 

with health formalities including spraying 

the aircraft, albeit after it had been sitting 

on the tarmac for an hour with doors open 

letting out all the germs. (It’s not unknown 

for the doctor’s bearer to spray 
meticulously with nothing whatever 

emerging from an empty container). Then 

the usual discussions and forms in the 

Control Tower, refuelling and payment in 

US$ TCs with lots of accompanying bumpf. 

Finally the taxi ride into town with the 

always interesting diversion of figuring out 
how the driver is going to miss all the 

sacred cows and fatalistic pedestrians and 

cyclists. Arrived at hotel at 9.30 p.m. and 

enjoyed delicious vegetarian Indian food to 

finish the day. Left again at 6 a.m. allowing 

just over 2½ hours at the airport for 
formalities before the runway closed at 9 

a.m. However, panic set in when Customs 

and Immigration didn’t show up till 8 a.m. 

Did as much as I could meanwhile: Met, 

landing fee, flight plan; potential delay-

factor: the Controller had to contact ‘Higher 

Authority’ to get me Special VFR clearance 
for take-off (IFR not being permitted 

without HF radio). Granted the visibility 

was officially 4 km, but a nice sunny 

morning and clearly very good visibility on 

top of the shallow haze layer. However an 

enormous fuss ensued before the clearance 
was achieved and I took off at 8.40 a.m.’ 
 

Peter Nock adds ‘Customs had a mass of 
different, mostly obsolete, forms to be 

completed, one of which had clearly come 

straight from the docks somewhere. It had 

questions such as gross tonnage and 

draught fully loaded.’  Janet herself said 

she ‘habitually answered ‘yes’ to questions 
such as ‘have you complied with Order no 

21 sub-section 3A of the Civil Aviation Act 

1931’ and others of that ilk.’  

 
Janet with the Vice-President of Nagasaki 

Airways, and Islander G-BEWE, c/n 856, 

February 1980  
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In May 1976 Janet got involved with a 

delivery flight to Cochin, India, of the first 

two Defenders for the Indian Navy. On this 

occasion Janet Ferguson would pilot one of 

the Defenders whilst the other Defender 

was piloted by Lettice Curtis, the renowned 

former Air Transport Auxiliary pilot. At the 
time it was thought that it would be better 

to have women pilots involved as the 

delivery flights had to be routed over 

Pakistan and they were likely to be well 

treated in the event of an unscheduled 

landing in that country.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Having been asked to pilot the Defender to 

India, Lettice Curtis was not one to turn 

down a challenge and always keen to test 
her abilities, being an experienced pilot, 

Lettice accepted, even though she had 

never sat at the controls of an Islander 

before. Janet gave Lettice a brief training 

session on the day of departure from 

Bembridge. It comprised twenty minutes of 
low-level circuits.  

 

The Defenders carried Indian Navy 

markings but these were obscured during 

the flight by plastic stick on Fablon 

material, the aircraft carried temporary UK 

registration markings for the flight. Janet 

said that she was concerned that if the 

Fablon had become detached and an 

unscheduled landing made in Pakistan the 

arrival of an Indian Navy aircraft would not 

be too welcome. Fortunately the Fablon did 
its job and there was no unscheduled 

landing. The flight was subject to frequent 

delays and bad weather and took six days. 

The two Defenders arrived safely at Cochin 

after just under 40hr of flying time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The weather was a regular cause for delays 

when going ‘round the top’ from the U.K. to 

the U.S.A. and Canada. Janet did over 50 

such flights and knew the route well, which 

was of assistance during 1990 when she 

made her second trip to the Falklands, 

delivering Islander G-BRGA/VP-FBO, c/n 
2218, for FIGAS (Falkland Islands 

Government Air Service). The first FIGAS 

Islander VP-FBM, c/n 2200, had been 

delivered in May 1989. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Islander G-BNAE, c/n 2032, June 1987 for 

Taiwan Airlines at Taitung, Taiwan, ferry kit 

removal. 

 
The first FIGAS Islander delivered by Janet 

was G-BLNZ/VP-FBM, c/n 2200, in May 

1989. 

 

 

Defender IN126/G-BDJW, c/n 477, was 

flown by Janet Ferguson. 

Defender IN127/G-BDJZ, c/n 480, was flown 
by Lettice Curtis. 
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This flight came up in July and, in Janet’s 

words ‘the last sector was easier this time, 

as with diplomatic relations re-established 

with Argentina, I could route direct from 
Punta Arenas to Port Stanley. The route 

was Prestwick, Reykjavik, Sondrestrom, 

Iqaluit (Frobisher Bay), Sept Iles, 

Burlington, Jacksonville, Fort Lauderdale, 

Grand Cayman, Panama City, Guayaquil 

(Ecuador), Lima, Antofagasta, Puerto Montt 

and Punta Arenas (all three in Chile), and 
Port Stanley. The total flying hours (as 

opposed to duty hours!) were just over 90. 

I was reasonably lucky ‘round the top’ 

except for extremely poor weather ex-

Prestwick which required island hopping at 

very low level till near Stornoway when I 
could climb to FL125.’ The flight continued 

with few delays and she says ‘my final 

sector was simplicity itself, with Punta 

radar notifying me of any traffic over 

Argentina, and then later on over W. 

Falklands a Phantom appeared from behind 

me, gear and flaps down, having come to 
meet me from Mount Pleasant – most 

exciting.’ 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet’s flying career did not end as she 

wished. When ferrying Islander N904WA, 

c/n 904, from Stansted to Wisconsin in 

March 1996, the starboard engine lost 

power shortly after take-off from 

Reykjavik. It did not completely fail but the 
aircraft was heavy and, not unusually with 

light aircraft, it was not possible to 

maintain height on the remaining power. 

The terrain of the area was not suitable for 

a safe forced landing and the aircraft was 

written off, with Janet being knocked 
unconscious and fracturing four ribs. 

Engineering inspection found a problem 

with the engine driven fuel pump which 

could also have caused a restriction in fuel 

supplied by the electric booster pump. The 

fault must have been slow to develop as it 
was traced back to an incorrect pump 

assembly in Nigeria, earlier in the aircraft’s 

history. 
 

Janet decided, at the age of 68, to hang up 

her headset, in case her guardian angel 

had already retired! In fact as she had 

been restricting herself to flying Islanders, 

which she knew extremely well, ferries 

were becoming fewer and it was the right 
time to stop. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Janet died on the same day as Neville 

Duke, Easter Saturday 2007. Two pilots 

with completely different careers but united 

in their competence on the job and their 
extreme modesty regarding their abilities.                                                               
 

Mrs Adèle Stephenson.                                                                                    
Trislander Pilot Air Pacific, BAe 146 Captain 

KLM UK (Retired). 

 

FIGAS Islander G-BRGA/VP-FBO, c/n 2218, 

delivered July 1990. Note that for the flight 

under wing auxiliary fuel tanks were 
installed. This Islander was the second of 

the two FIGAS Islanders delivered by Janet. 

Islander G-BPLS, c/n 2210, was delivered to 

Hong Kong in October 198 - left to right are 

John Murphy, Janet Ferguson, Andy Howe 

and Chinese rep. 

 

 

Janet in one of the many Islanders that she 

piloted on ferry flights. 
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Royal Hong Kong Auxiliary Air 
Force BN-2A Islander HKG-7  

1972-1992 

 
In 1971 the Royal Hong Kong Auxiliary Air 

Force (RHKAAF) was awaiting the arrival of 

its new Beechcraft Musketeers together 

with a more advanced pilot training 

aircraft, the Britten-Norman Islander. An 
Islander was flown in from Singapore for a 

week of demonstration flying and 

instruction at the annual camp in 

September 1971 in accordance with policy 

approval given and funds allocated earlier 

in the year to add the type to the fleet. 
This provided an opportunity for all 

interested parties to inspect the Islander 

prior to purchase. The Crown Lands and 

Survey Office sent two land surveyors to 

Shek Kong to assess its aerial photography 

potential - John Cooper, Head of the 

Survey Division, and Gordon Andreassen, 
who had gained air survey experience in 

the camera-equipped Auster, HKG-9. They 

flew in the Islander and confirmed that it 

would be an ideal platform for the new 

aerial camera that their office was buying.  

John Perera, Sales Director for the 
manufacturer's regional distributor, Heli 

Orient (Pte) Limited, also attended the 

camp. He discussed with several senior 

officers the best configuration to adapt the 

Islander for its many future roles, before 

meeting Mr Roy Kilvert (the Director of 
Government Supplies) to discuss pricing, 

delivery, training and contractual matters. 

He had never sold an aircraft before - and 

Roy had never bought one - so he was not 

surprised when he was given a blank draft 

for the deposit and a Government Supplies 

Department Draft  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contract to complete for Tender Board 

submission. By the conclusion of camp, the 

QFI, Peter Adair, and John Shawcross had 
qualified on the type and obtained civil 

twin-engine endorsements to their licences. 

Classes on maintenance of the Islander had 

also been conducted for the benefit of the 

maintenance staff. 

The RHKAAF's own BN-2A Islander, c/n 
615,  was built as a “green” aircraft under 

licence in Romania. It was then flown to 

the United Kingdom for final fitting out and 

to undergo formal United Kingdom 

Airworthiness Certification processing by 

Britten-Norman at Bembridge on the Isle of 

Wight before being ferry-flown to Seletar 
Airfield in Singapore, arriving there on 23 

December 1971. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BN-2A Islander c/n 615 at Fairoaks in 

RHKAAF markings awaiting its departure to 
Singapore. For 3 days in December 1971 it 

carried the registration 9V-BDW, which had 

been reserved for Heli Orient. It was never 

officially registered and reverted to G-AYAZ 
for the ferry flight  

 (BNAPS Archive Collection). 

 

Thanks go to Valerie Penlington, the author of a 

book about the history of the Royal Hong Kong 

Auxiliary Air Force titled “Winged Dragon”, for giving 

BNAPS permission to use part of the book as the 
basis for the following article. This covers the 

operation of RHKAAF Islander HKG-7 from its 

delivery in March 1972 to its demise in December 

1992. Islander HKG-7 was delivered by Janet 
Ferguson to Heli Orient in Singapore in December 

1971 and later flown to Hong Kong for handover to 

the RHKAAF in March 1972 by John Perera as his 

first Islander sale with Heli Orient. RHKAAF personnel with their aircraft 
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In addition to its primary role of pilot 

training, it was intended to be used for 

both offshore search and rescue and aerial 

survey work and, therefore, had to be 

modified for this purpose by Heli Orient 

(whose property it remained until the work 

was completed) by the installation of a 
radar system capable of locating small 

ships at a range of forty miles, a variety of 

SAR communications and navigation 

equipment, large bubble windows in the 

rear of the aircraft and (with the cutting of 

a large hole in the fuselage) a wide-angle 
Swiss Wild Heerbrugg RC 10 survey 

camera, costing USD250,000.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the benefit of this sophisticated 

equipment several land surveyors were to 

accumulate a total of more than two 

thousand hours of air survey flying time in 

the Islander. Following such extensive 

modifications, it had to be certified by the 
UK Air Registration Board Surveyor based 

in Singapore. This took two months, and 

the aircraft was accepted on behalf of the 

Hong Kong Government on 8 March 1972. 

and flown by John Shawcross. with John 

Perera and crewman Jimmy Ng (the 

avionics technician) on the delivery flight 

from Singapore to Kota Kinabalu, in Sabah 

(where they spent the night) and from Kota 

Kinabalu to Manila (where they had a long 

luncheon) arriving in Hong Kong late in the 
evening on the 9 March 1972. It was re-

registered as HKG-7. The Islander came at 

a basic cost of USD600,000, plus another 

USD43,000 for the modifications.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1970s and 1980s saw massive 

development taking place in Hong Kong, 

particularly in the New Territories, and the 

work undertaken by the Air Survey Unit 

played a vital part in the planning, design 
and completion of these large scale, billion 

dollar, engineering construction works. The 

photographic equipment was also useful in 

taking volumetric measurements, which 

enabled the government to calculate how 

much stone had been removed from a 
quarry site each quarter to check on 

contractors who had to pay royalties based 

on these figures. 

Another important role that the Islander 

was able to assume because of its 

extended range was that of search and 

rescue. Larger areas of the waters around 
Hong Kong could be covered, and aid 

provided to ships well out to sea. None 

could have been more thankful for this new 

capability than an American family of four 

which, on 25 July 1972, radioed for help 

from their thirty-three foot sloop Bom Bom. 
They had been dogged by heavy weather 

and equipment failures for several days 

 

 

This Wild Heerbrugg RC10 aerial survey 
camera was installed in Islander HKG-7 by 

Heli Orient. The camera provided the 

RHKAAF with exceptional photographic and 

mapping capabilities  
(V Penlington). 

 

Islander HKG-7 in its original RHKAAF livery 

over the down town area of Hong Kong. 
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and were exhausted and hungry. The QFI. 

Flight Lieutenant Bob Lee, flying the 

Islander with the QHI, Flight Lieutenant 

Chris Tinkles, first sighted a red cross flag 

of distress fifty-five miles east of Hong 

Kong, and they stayed, marking the place 

for rescue by HMS Beachampton. 

HKG-7 returned to Manila in August with 

twenty thousand doses of cholera vaccine 

and eighty thousand tablets of 

erythromycin an antibiotic donated by the 

government. The fledgling Air Force was 

really beginning to spread its wings. The 
pilot for the five-hour flight was Bob Lee, 

assisted by John Shawcross and with Flying 

Officer Ian Robertson (the only lucky 

volunteer) as navigator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many long, hard training hours were put 

into the Islander with everyone keen to 

convert from the Musketeers. Once again, 

Roy Brooks and Leo Murray frequently 

found themselves together during 

conversion onto this type. One day they 

were in the Islander, flying towards Pratas 
Reef in a sky which included some rather 

lumpy cumulus and the occasional cumulo-

nimbus clouds. Roy was desperately trying 

to avoid some of the biggest build-ups 

when he suddenly found himself boxed in 

with heavy cloud ahead and even worse 

accumulations on either side. He had no 

option but to penetrate the ominous mass 

and was doing so when over the 

headphone came, 

"Yea though I fly through the valley of the 

shadow of death I shall fear no evil, for 

Thou art with me. " 

This was Roy's first revelation of the 

religious side to Leo's character. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of their training was to shut one 

engine down in flight and fly along single 

engined for a while, having prepared the 

dead engine for a restart. After many 

practices, Roy Brooks did just this with no 

difficulty, flying around the New Territories 
for about an hour with a full load of trainee 

Observers and now flying over the South 

China Sea he decided to practice feathering 

drill. He only had to be careful to maintain 

a respectable altitude with such a load in 

the hot, humid conditions. Then came time 
to unfeather. The propeller lever was 

jammed! No amount of effort would budge 

it so he had to inform Kai Tak of the 

problem and return to base. The summer 

weather conditions were typical: clear blue 

skies over the sea and a build-up of cloud 

over the land, a decision had to be made as 
to whether to descend below the cloud 

base or to maintain as much height as 

possible in case of further trouble. Roy 

chose the latter, which meant an 

instrument approach over the sea onto 

runway 31, fully aware that if he botched 
the landing, he would be badly placed to 

climb up over Kowloon City. Concentrating 

 

Islander HKG-7 over a small coastal village 

in Hong Kong. 

View of the RHKAAF crew members Jimmy 
Ng and Andrew Fraser at work in the cabin of 

Islander HKG-7. 
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harder than ever before in his life, he was 

greatly relieved to find Kai Tak where it 

should be when he broke out of the clouds. 

More concentration brought them safety 

and thankfully down. After the roll-out, he 

tried the lever once more, the propeller un-

feathered, the engine fired the first time, 
and he taxied in - ignoring the rather `old-

fashioned looks from the trainee observers. 

It was later discovered that the fibre-glass 

cowling had distorted in the slip-stream 

and jammed the unfeathering lever. A 

modification to strengthen it was carried 
out before the next flight and was, 

subsequently, made compulsory on all 

Islanders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One night Roy Brooks had Stewart Park as 

copilot on an instrument training sortie. It 

was pitch-dark and there were showers all 
over the Territory. They were flying 

through a particularly heavy one, and Roy 

was struggling with the elements and his 

emotions when Stewart said, 

"Roy, how exactly do you know where we 

are?" "Stewart, can we talk about this after 
we land, please?" Later, having broken 

clear of the rain and the clouds "Roy, why 

are there stars below us as well as above?" 

Anyone who has been out over the South 

China Sea at night, when there is no moon, 

will know just how black black can be. The 
lights on the fishing boats look just like 

stars and there is no horizon. Stars and 

boat lights run into each other. That is 

when you have to trust in your 

instruments. That is when you want a 

copilot who accepts that there are times 

when silence is golden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In its aerial reconnaissance role the 

Islander proved itself to be invaluable in 

the constant fight against drug trafficking. 
From the opium poppy fields of the Golden 

Triangle, between Burma, Laos and 

Northern Thailand, heroin (salts of esters of 

morphine) is made and sent down to the 

Gulf of Siam where it is packed into fishing 

vessels for shipment to Hong Kong and 

distribution to the world markets. Once in 
territorial waters dotted as they are with 

hundreds of islands there is no great 

difficulty in evading the Marine Police 

before handing over their insidious cargo. 

The Islander was able to provide 

surveillance way out to sea and report any 
suspicious vessels to he intercepted and 

searched if they came within the 

jurisdiction.  

The RHKAAF's very presence as an 'eye-in-

the-sky' was often enough to discourage 

the guilty from proceeding further. The 

Thai authorities paid lip-service to assisting 
the Hong Kong Police in stamping out this 

trade, and even provided intelligence on 

occasions, but so vast were the profits to 

be garnered that corruption was rife. In 

November 1973, an aerial reconnoitering 

squad, with detectives of the Narcotics 

 

 

Islander HKG-7 with Kai Tak airport’s main 

runway in the background. 

Islander HKG-7 on a coastal patrol and 

surveillance mission. 
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Bureau of the Royal Hong Kong Police 

Force, which had been carrying out 

surveillance for the past few months, was 

suspended because the Thai Government 

declared that it had destroyed the narcotics 

racket. The Auxiliaries, however, continued 

to keep a sharp eye out. In December 
1974, when on a late afternoon offshore 

instructional training flight with Peter Larm, 

John Shawcross spotted the crew of a 

suspected Thai drug trawler trying to cover 

up its name and adopt a zigzag course. He 

took photographs and alerted the Royal 
Naval vessel, HMS Beachampton. He then 

contacted Auxiliary Airforce Operations by 

HF radio (the same one that could also talk 

to `Singapore Flight Watch!') requesting a 

Narcotics Bureau officer to be available for 

a follow-on flight after refueling. On return 
to the area it was, however, too dark to 

identify the vessel. Overnight (as 

sometimes, pilots were accused of 

exaggeration) a keen, young Narcotics 

Bureau Inspector developed the 

photographs to reveal a truly thoroughbred 

Thai trawler. So, at dawn the next day John 
and the Inspector, Chris Cantley, returned 

to the area to continue the search. After an 

hour Cantley sighted the stationary trawler 

at great range and at a location some fifty 

miles from the previous sighting. A low 

level surveillance pattern was flown around 
the trawler for the rest of the day as it 

made off at sixteen knots away from Hong 

Kong, all the while being extensively 

photographed. Daily flights continued for a 

while but the trawler never returned.  

The Thai Authorities subsequently advised 

that, by virtue of the photos and 
information provided, the trawler was 

arrested in Thai waters on its return and 

that undelivered narcotics, worth about 

USD54 million, were recovered. The trawler 

crew gave 'harassment from the air' as the 

reason for having abandoned their 
operation. Eventually, the drug-runners 

were forced to give up this method of 

transporting their lethal contraband. 

For the first ever flight to Clark United 

States Air Force base in the Philippines, 

Roy Brooks was flying, with John 
Shawcross in the right-hand seat looking 

after the radios and the QFI, John Brown, 

and others in the back. The weather was 

foul and they had to make a Ground 

Control Approach, which is a radar talk-

down. The American controller threw 

instructions at Roy like a machine-gunner. 

He was bombarded with heading changes 

and height adjustments while Shawcross 
was trying to cope with all the frequency 

changes. They broke the cloud cover at 

four hundred feet and Roy breathed a sigh 

of relief as they touched down. Then John 

Brown started yelling at him to watch out. 

The next moment, chu-chung! they went 
over a set of arrester wires across the 

runway. Fortunately, the wires did not 

bounce very high, otherwise the small 

wheels of the Islander might easily have 

become snagged. In the pilot briefing later 

a United States serviceman approached 

and said, 

"Hey Buddy! What a dinky little aeroplane 

you've got! Which service are you from?" 

"The Royal Air Force," replied John Brown, 

proudly in his best plum-in-the-mouth RAF 

accent. 

The American seemed puzzled. 

"The Royal Hong Kong Auxiliary Air Force," 

corrected Shawcross. 

"Gee! I've heard of you guys" beamed the 

American, "Have a nice stay!". 

The person in the Ministry of Defence in 

charge of postings must have had a bizarre 
sense of humour and a familiarity with 

United States Civil War history - to have 

appointed John Brown to succeed Robert E 

Lee as QFI loan-officer. 

1975 opened with a six-hour combined 

operation between Royal Navy fliers, a 

United States Navy pilot and the Islander 
flown by Mike Wightman and Flight 

Lieutenant Keith Monday. A Korean seaman 

had been badly burnt in an explosion in the 

engine room of Panamanian freighter, the 

Asia Lake. He was ultimately transferred to 

a passing refrigerator ship. 

On 1 February the Islander (flown this time 

by John Brown with Mike Wightman as 

copilot) was back at Clark Air Base on 

another navigational and operational 

exercise - and to carry RHKAAF First Day 
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Covers to have the stamps cancelled there. 

The RAF had been issuing commemorative 

covers since 1969 as a means of raising 

funds for the RAF Museum. Pilot Officer 

Brian Fawcett, an employee of the 

Hongkong and Shanghai Banking 

Corporation, had joined the Unit in August 
1972 as an Observer and was a keen 

philatelist. When he learnt that the Unit 

was to receive its Squadron Standard 

ahead of the normal period of service and 

that it was shortly to commemorate its 

Silver Jubilee, he wrote to the RAF Museum 
enquiring whether they could incorporate a 

cover in their series to commemorate 

either event. In reply, they offered to 

produce a `special' cover, as they had 

done to commemorate Volunteer Reserves, 

Auxiliary Air Force Squadrons and famous 
disbanded squadrons. It was decided to 

depict the Spitfire Mk XXIV as 

representative of the early period, and an 

Alouette RIB (the aircraft most frequently 

seen throughout the Colony) to represent 

the modern Force. Brian went on the flight 

to the Philippines where 1,248 American 
stamps were purchased and stuck onto the 

covers mostly by Brian himself, who 

prefers the gum flavour of Hong Kong 

stamps and cancelled within about two and 

a half hours. 

"What a way to spend my birthday!" he 
commented, as he downed his celebratory 

champagne that evening. 

These 'special' covers, each now signed by 

the crew members, were flown back to 

Hong Kong on 3 February and delivered to 

the Services Postal Authorities on that day. 

They were then sent to the printers so that 
the flight details, with Chinese characters, 

could be overprinted. Then they went to 

the United Kingdom where they were 

overprinted with the details of the Hong 

Kong-UK flight and were also signed by Air 

Vice-Marshal Geoff Cairns, who was the 
Adjutant of the Unit in 1953, and who had 

flown the Spitfire depicted on the cover. 

Meanwhile, on 1 February in Hong Kong, 

thirteen thousand covers had been carried 

on the Flying Doctor run in an Alouette IIIB 

by Flight Lieutenant Alistair Asprey and 
Sergeant K. C. Won - both of whom signed 

a limited number - with stops at Nim Wan, 

Wit Kau Tang and Sam Ka Tsuen. The 

whole exercise earned about £2,400 for the 

RAF Museum - for which they were duly 

grateful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In May of that year, Her Majesty The 
Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh visited 

the Colony, their arrival being marked by a 

fly past over the royal yacht Britannia. The 

RHKAAF section (consisting of the Islander 

in the lead, with two Alouettes on its 

wingtips and a Musketeer in the box) was 
directed by the Commander, Royal Air 

Force, to be the third section in the 

formation and to fly behind the six RAF 

Wessexes (leading) and Army Scout and 

Gazelle helicopter formations. Following 

abbreviated practices, with just one or two 

helicopters from the RAF and Army, 
without ever having a full-dress rehearsal, 

the Auxiliary Air Force was very unhappy at 

flying fixed-wing aircraft behind 

helicopters, due to the speed fluctuations 

of the two helicopter sections. Their 

request to lead instead of follow having 
been denied, the CO, Simon Ellis, pursued 

the programme with some reluctance.  

This decision was to have almost fatal 

consequences on the day as, when flying 

through the harbour at about five hundred 

feet and almost overhead Britannia, the 

speed of the helicopters started to reduce 
and the cumulative ripple effect was for the 

army helicopters, especially the last Scout 

in formation right in front of the Islander to 

flare and reduce speed rapidly from the 

seventy knots being flown to about forty-

five knots. There was no time to get any 
sensible radio call out, so the co-pilot of the 

Islander, John Shawcross, shouted, 'Climb! 

Climb!' over the radio as he applied full 

Islander HKG-7 in its new RHKAAF colour 

scheme. 
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power a split second after the Captain and 

handling pilot, John Brown, heaved back on 

the control column, thus, allowing the 

Scout helicopter immediately in front of 

them to pass underneath with what, from 

within the Islander, seemed only inches to 

spare. The two Alouettes each broke 
outward and climbed, whilst the Musketeer 

broke right, towards the high rise buildings 

of Central, into as steep a climbing turn as 

it could manage - which was not much! 

Disaster was averted only by the narrowest 

of margins and the lightning reactions of 
John Brown. This was all caught on the 

photographs being taken from the Alouette 

flying in echelon starboard, with the start 

of the helicopter antics captured on the 

8mm cine film taken by Shawcross from 

the right-hand seat of the Islander - until 
he dropped the camera in the ensuing 

hiatus. 

There was no official debriefing, although it 

became known that, to make up their 

numbers, the army put pilots into the 

formation who were far from current on 

formation flying (and had not flown in the 
rehearsals) and also that at least three of 

the Scouts had no radios in them as they 

were soon to be shipped back to the United 

Kingdom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was decided that the RHKAAF should not 

call for an official inquiry into the incident, 

although the pilots involved were, 

understandably, very shaken and angry. 

Thus, the Flight Safety Organisation did not 

see any photographs of the incident, nor 

did the press. However, the Auxiliary's 

views of the matter were expressed 

verbally in strong terms to those whom 
they considered to have been responsible 

for the very real risk of a multi-aircraft 

mid-air collision with the inevitable 

substantial loss of life. 

In October, the Islander spent three days 

searching two hundred miles south of Hong 
Kong for two stricken freighters, the Ming 

Sing and the Kinabalu Sate heading for 

Hong Kong with cargoes of timber, in a 

storm-battered South China Sea with 

severe tropical storm Flossie approaching. 

One of the ships was thought to have sunk 
when empty lifeboats and floating logs 

were sighted. The search was abandoned 

on the 24th. Then, on the 29th, a Burmese 

vessel radioed that it had picked up five 

seamen in very poor condition in a lifeboat, 

these being the only ones to survive from 

the sixteen or so who had abandoned the 
Kinabalu Sate eight days earlier with no 

provisions or water. As they had been 

found over two hundred miles west of the 

earlier search area a new datum was 

calculated and the Islander set off to 

search this area. The graveyard of the ship 
was marked by scores of logs floating close 

together with other debris and lifejackets. 

The Islander homed in HMS Chichester and 

circled, witnessing the most remarkable 

sight. The stricken ship, as was not 

uncommon, had been overloaded with an 

extra cargo of logs lashed to the deck. On 
sinking they had gone down with the ship, 

but were one by one breaking loose and, at 

intervals, shooting to the surface. These 

huge tree trunks were shooting vertically 

out from beneath the sea like nuclear 

missiles, rising some fifty feet or so into 
the air before falling back onto the sea 

surface with a crack that could be heard 

above the noise from the aircraft engines. 

Chichester prudently decided not to enter 

the danger area but put small boats down 

to search for survivors and bodies and pick 
up evidence. The search was finally 

abandoned on the 31st. 

 

Islander HKG-7 in formation with two 

RHKAAF Beagle Bulldog T.1s over Tolo 

Harbour. 
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In August 1977, the Islander went on a 

long navigational exercise back to 

Singapore. On the return journey they put 

down in Brunei for an overnight stop. After 

landing John Shawcross found he had 

about five thousand feet of runway to taxi 

to the turn-off, being watched impatiently 
by the only other movement that day, a 

Royal Brunei Airlines 737. As he was 

trundling along, he was asked over the 

R/T, 

“What's your estimate for the turn-off?" 

Laconically, he replied, 

"About ten minutes!” and, as the 737 

entered the runway behind him, he warned 

the Captain, "Caution - wake turbulence!" 

On a similar exercise the following year, 

Graeme McIntosh recalls that, whilst 

returning to the hotel in Singapore one 
evening he lost his Captain, John 

Shawcross. He could hear his distinctive 

Lancastrian voice in the dark and finally 

tracked him to a very deep monsoon drain 

into which he had fallen, and out of which 

he could not get. On retrieval he appeared 

shaken but was serviceable by the 

following morning for the return flight. 

On 22 December, the Islander was cruising 

about a hundred and fifty miles out to sea 

when it sighted the Huey Fong. The 

Administration was informed by HF radio 

and the aircrew photographed the ship and 
its 4,300 deck passengers. The 

photographs were developed by the Crown 

Lands and Survey Office immediately after 

landing at about 1700 hours and again, a 

report was made to the authorities by 

telephone. John Shawcross, who had been 

on the flight was due (with his wife) to 
attend a function at Government House 

that evening so he was asked to hand carry 

the developed photographs to Security 

Branch for a special meeting called for 

1900 hours, and to give a briefing to the 

Deputy Secretary for Security, the Political 
Advisor, the Combined Army and Police 

Intelligence Cell, and the Marine Police. He 

quickly overcame the sceptical reaction to 

his initial verbal reports, 

"Exaggerating as usual - how could he 

smell them from the air as he claimed!' by 

tabling about a dozen twelve by eighteen 

inch enlargements. There was a combined 

sharp intake of breath followed by a 

stunned silence. 

The British and Hong Kong Governments 

had been given twenty-four hours advance 

warning, through the vigilance of the 
RHKAAF, of the onset of a massive influx of 

Vietnamese refugees which was to continue 

for well over a decade. When John went on 

to join his wife at Government House - 

arriving an hour late - he was met by the 

Governor, Sir Murray Maclehose, with, 
"Nice Christmas present you've just 

dropped off at Central Government Offices, 

I've just had a call from them - they won't 

be going to any parties, themselves, 

tonight. You've probably spoiled the 

Foreign Office's Christmas too. What will 

you have to drink?" 

The Huey Fong remained in Hong Kong 

waters until 18 January, when the 

government issued an ultimatum to the 

captain that he must proceed to his original 

first port of call (Taiwan) or enter port and 

be charged. When food supplies were cut 
off, he had no alternative but to steam into 

port. 

By February, the Islander needed servicing 

but the refugee surveillance had to go on, 

so a Canberra of 13 Squadron of the Royal 

Air Force based at Marham in the UK, came 
to Hong Kong to take over the patrols for 

the three weeks required for the servicing. 

The day that the Islander came back into 

service, it was diverted from routine patrols 

to locate the Zim Singapore eighty miles 

out, which it circled for two hours until the 

arrival of a Wessex to winch up a seriously 
injured Indonesian seaman. Then back to 

surveillance work with, inter alia, the 

British freighter, Sibonga, being 

photographed in May as it approached 

Hong Kong from Bangkok with 984 

refugees on board. By the anniversary of 
the first refugee arrivals, 571 hours had 

been flown on illegal immigrant and 

Vietnamese refugee patrols. 

With its time cut out coping with this new 

problem, the Islander was unable to get on 

with the job of aerial surveillance and 
surveys so, in April, the government 
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announced that it would be acquiring an 

additional aircraft to supplement the 

Islander for this work. John Perera came to 

Hong Kong and negotiated the sale of a 

suitably modified Cessna 404 Titan. The 

aircraft was modified by Heli Orient and 

delivered to Hong Kong in October 1979 

The Titan and the Islander quickly 

established a friendship and frequently flew 

together on search and rescue sorties. 

They also joined forces to provide 

entertainment for two hundred 

handicapped members of the Physically 
Handicapped and Able Bodied Society 

(PHAB). In a combined show with 28 

Squadron and the Hong Kong Air Cadet 

Corps, they flew about a quarter of the less 

severely handicapped on short flights over 

the New Territories. Another fun occasion 
was an Open Day at the Ninepins when 

USS Knox was given a demonstration of 

the RHKAAF’s search and rescue 

capabilities, the Islander dropping a dinghy 

down to pre-positioned “survivors” out at 

sea and a Dauphin winching them up from 

it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In July 1983, the Islander was called upon 

to perform a 'mercy mission' of a different 

nature. The Titan had suffered an engine 
failure on a 'round robin' training flight 

through Manila, Brunei and Singapore. A 

replacement engine had to be flown to the 

Philippines in a “Diplomatic Bag” made in 

the Unit's Safety Equipment Section, 

addressed to the British Embassy, Manila, 
and decorated with several red, wax seals. 

It was handed over to Embassy staff at 

Manila Airport who passed it on to the 

RHKAAF Technical Officer, Hans Widmer, 

pre-positioned at Liberty Aviation's hangar 

where the sick Titan awaited the engine 

transplant. Its mission accomplished the 

Islander returned home.  

During annual camp that year (which was 
held at Kai Tak) a search and rescue 

exercise was planned in which both the 

Titan and the Islander were deployed to 

Brunei. Unfortunately, it was the Islander 

this time that suffered from travel sickness 

and was confined to bed in Manila. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was soon back on duty answering, inter 

alia, calls to search for missing pleasure 

craft. The yacht Christobal Dolphin was 

found by the Islander and, although in no 
difficulties, was grateful for the accurate 

position provided. An eighteen and a half 

hour search, however, failed to locate a 

missing pleasure launch with two 

Australians aboard. Also, fishing vessels 

frequently needed help. One of the more 
unusual operations followed a call at about 

2:00 a.m. one morning. The information 

received as to positioning of trawlers was 

not always very reliable, and it was 6:30 

a.m. before the Islander located the trawler 

seventy miles north-east of Hong Kong and 

called in the helicopters, one from the RAF 
and one from the RHKAAF. A navy doctor 

was winched down to assist the victim of a 

chopper attack, who was airlifted to 

hospital. A crew member from the 

mainland had gone berserk and, after the 

attack, had jumped overboard. The 
Islander remained at the scene all that day 

and returned again the following day in a 

fruitless search for the attacker. 

 

The RHKAAF Cessna Titan HKG-4 was 

supplied by Heli Orient and provided 

additional support for aerial surveillance 
missions. 

 

Islander HKG-7 undergoes maintenance in 

the hangar at Kai Tak. 
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HKG-7 (accompanied by the Titan) had its 

first flight into China on 6 December 1986, 

when it went to Guangzhou to pick up 

some stranded Hong Kong civil servants. It 

was necessary to take both aircraft as 

there were twelve (including a member of 

the then China News Agency, the unofficial 
Chinese 'embassy' in Hong Kong) in the 

party awaiting collection. 

The old workhorse Islander just failed to 

see out planned RHKAAF service life. It was 

due to be taken out of service on 31 March 

1993 (and become VR-HZO), but on 15 
December 1992, the Islander encountered 

a problem and ditched into the sea near 

Tolo Harbour during a training flight. An 

RAF Wessex on routine patrol found the 

sinking plane, but neither it nor the 

Sikorsky S-76, which was on a passenger 
carrying task, had winches. The plane was 

sinking by the time the third helicopter, a 

Wessex, arrived fifteen minutes later and 

winched the two pilots, Alan Wong and 

Kwan Kit-wah off the wing and flew them 

to the British Military Hospital. Alan had 

received abrasions to his foot as he pulled 
it free from being trapped by the rudder 

bar, Kwan was uninjured. A wheel was 

roped to a large tree on shore to prevent 

the aircraft being swept away by the 

currents and it was later lifted onto a 

commercial barge. Much of the airframe 
was twisted and dented with the left tail 

plane bent at a forty-five degree angle and 

the undercarriage battered, but there was 

no immediate clue as to the cause of the 

accident or why both engines had failed at 

the same time - a most unusual thing to 

happen. It had flown over low-lying 
mountains towards the middle of the bay, 

in order to make an emergency landing, 

and hit the water several hundred metres 

from the shore. 

It was later established that there had been 

a build-up of carburettor ice which had 
gone unnoticed in the thirty minutes since 

take-off. When the pilot had closed both 

throttles together to practice a stalling 

exercise, a “rich cut” occurred and both 

engines stopped. Neither engine responded 

to pressure on the “engine start” switches 
because the “starter isolation switch' had 

not been moved from the “isolate” to the 

“battery” position - a procedure that is 

necessary prior to attempting to activate 

the engine starter motor with power from 

the aircraft's internal battery - the `isolate' 

position being used to prevent the 

accidental engagement of the starter motor 

when the engine is running normally. 

Sad to relate, the indefatigable Islander, 

beloved by so many of the Unit's fixed wing 

pilots, came to an untimely end through 

pilot error. However, it is understood the 

wreckage of HKG-7 was recovered and  

would be restored as a  static exhibit by 
apprentices at HAECO.  For whatever 

reason, the restoration did not take place 

and apart from unconfirmed reports that it 

was stored on the roof of a garage for 

some time, the eventual fate of Islander 

HKG-7, that served the RHKAAF so well, is 

not known. 

Royal Hong Kong Auxiliary Air Force 
1949 -1993 

 

The RHKAAF came into existence in 1949 as part 

of the Hong Kong Defence Force. From 1949 to 

1950, it was known as HKAAF and the Royal title 

was approved by King George VI in 1951.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The RHKAAF was finally disbanded on 1 April 
1993. All non-military operations were taken 

over by the Government Flying Service (GFS), a 

newly created civilian unit with the original 

service staff of the RHKAAF. The remaining 
military duties were transferred to other RAF 

units based in the colony, and passed to the 

People's Liberation Army Hong Kong Garrison on 

the actual transfer of sovereignty in 1997. 

 

 

 

The book “Winged 

Dragon”, by Valerie 

Penlington, tells the story 
of the Royal Hong Kong 

Auxiliary Air Force. 

Now out of print, it is 

planned to re-publish 
“Winged Dragon” as an 

ebook. 
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Project Fresson Adopts Hydrogen Fuel Cell Technology  
for Electric Islander 

 
It was announced recently that Project Fresson has adopted the Hydrogen fuel cell as the 

key technology for the Islander aircraft that will be used to demonstrate commercially 

viable sustainable electric flight and to develop a retrofit electric powertrain for the 

Islander.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

New partners have joined the project - Ricardo UK will use its expertise in fuel cell 

development and Innovatus Technologies will bring its innovative Scottish Hydrogen Fuel 

Tank (SHyFT) technology to Project Fresson. 

 
Led by Cranfield Aerospace Solutions (CAeS), the project had previously planned to use 

batteries in an all-electric powertrain. Having completed a comprehensive evaluation of 

technologies and configurations for sustainable aircraft propulsion, the Fresson team 

concluded that hydrogen fuel cell technology is the optimum solution to meet 
environmental, regulatory and operational requirements for this size of aircraft, enabling 

zero carbon emissions and reducing operating costs. This decision has presented the 

Fresson consortium, which includes Britten-Norman and Cranfield University, with an 

opportunity to deliver an enhanced technology programme that surpasses the original 
demonstrator concept.”  

 

The project aims to complete its emissions-free flying demonstrator by September 2022. It 

was previously announced that the aircraft would fly short routes with Loganair between 

the Orkney Islands in northern Scotland. 
 

Steve Dyke, managing director of Ricardo Automotive and Industrial EMEA Division, said: 

“We are already working on hydrogen and fuel cell technology, providing clean efficient 

solutions which reduce carbon and noxious emissions across a wide range of sectors. Our 
work for the Fresson consortium will enable us to consolidate and grow our hydrogen fuel 

cell and propulsion capability, so that Ricardo can achieve its ambition of becoming a 

world-leader in hydrogen and fuel cell services and solutions and help accelerate net-zero 

transportation.”  
 

Innovatus has developed an ultra-lightweight hydrogen tank design that exploits cellular 

core composite techniques. CEO Ruan Swart said: “Our unique and innovative SHyFT 

solution is game-changing in bringing zero carbon fuel cell energy to commercial reality in 

the transport sector. Project Fresson showcases important Scottish innovation and next 
generation hydrogen tank manufacturing in the UK.”  

 

Rolls-Royce will leave Project Fresson, following the change in focus to hydrogen fuel cells. 

It was emphasised that “Rolls-Royce will continue to actively research the use of hydrogen 
in aviation and this decision in no way reflects its overall view of hydrogen as a potential 

technology,”  

 

Project Fresson is supported by the ATI Programme, a joint government and industry 
investment to ‘maintain and grow the UK’s competitive position in civil aerospace design 

and manufacture’. The programme, delivered through a partnership between the 

Aerospace Technology Institute, Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy 

and Innovate UK, aims to address technology, capability and supply chain challenges.  

 

Project Fresson graphic of an Electric Islander 
with Hydrogen fuel stored in under wing tanks 
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Fresson Islander Flight 1 March 1977 
 

The first Loganair Orkney Islands scheduled flight from Kirkwall to Hoy, via Flotta, flight number LC 
695, took place on 1 March 1977. The pilot on this inaugural flight of nine minutes was Andy Alsop, 

flying BN-2A Islander aircraft, c/n 139, registration G-AXVR. A number of flight covers, produced by 

APP, were carried to mark this special occasion. Islander G-AXVR was the second Islander to be named 

Capt. E. E. Fresson OBE. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Ernest Edmund (Ted) Fresson, despite embarking on an engineering career, signed up with the Royal 

Flying Corps and travelled to Canada to train as a pilot. At the end of the First World War he re-joined 
his original employer who ran an aircraft company in China. He returned to the UK in 1927 to offer 

joyrides and perform display flying in England and Scotland. In 1933 he formed Highland Airways 

Limited and operated the first scheduled air service linking Inverness, Wick and Kirkwall with a General 

Aircraft Limited Monospar ST-4. In 1934 the Post Office issued the first UK airmail contract to Highland 
Airways so Capt. Fresson carried the first such airmail at the land letter rate in the world. In 1937 he 

was the first to land an aircraft on Fair Isle, a remote island between Orkney and Shetland. In the 1943 

Birthday Honours Capt. Fresson was appointed an Officer of the Order of the British Empire.  

Since 1967, as well as Capt. Fresson’s name featuring on four Loganair Islander aircraft, (c/ns 4, 139, 
550 and 2132), a number of plinths and statues have been erected throughout the Highlands and 

Islands in recognition of his many aviation achievements. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
The maiden flight of c/n 139 took place at Bembridge on 15 December 1969. Initially this Islander was 

registered as N865JA, as the prospective customer was to be B-N's distributor in New York, Jonas 

Aircraft. Chief Test Pilot Jim Birnie was accompanied by Bob Wilson on the sixty minute test flight. In 

January 1970 Jonas Aircraft was allocated another airframe, so c/n 139 was given Class B registration 
G-51-65 until G-AXVR was issued. Aurigny Air Services operated this aircraft for three years until it was 

delivered to Loganair in January 1973. When required G-AXVR was used as an air ambulance. On 5 

June 1974, during the flight between Benbecula and Glasgow, at 7500 ft over Mull, Vanessa Margaret 

Macaskell was born. Margo Spence was born at 2000 ft above Whalsay, en route to Lerwick from Unst 

on 1 December 1976. When Fair Isle crofters Perry and Gordon Barnes wanted to reintroduce Shetland 
ponies to the island, c/n 139 delivered them. 
 

Loganair Islander G-AXVR was sold in November 1977 and exported to Florida as N139BN. There it was 

converted to a BN-2A-8 and then sold in December 1986 to LANSA in Honduras as HR-LAR. After a few 

months operating in Texas and Oklahoma as N139BT, in September 1991 this aircraft was ferried to 

Israel and registered as 4X-CCO. On 17 August 1995 at Haifa Airport, after an aborted take-off, c/n 
139 overran the runway. Fortunately there were no injuries sustained to the ten passengers and one 

pilot. The accident report concluded that it was overloaded resulting in the C of G being out of limits. 

The selection of the Project Fresson name for the electric powered aircraft initiative 
reflects the historical association with Capt. Ted Fresson who pioneered the development 

of air services for the Highlands and Islands of Scotland in the 1930s. 

Following recent publicity of the Project Fresson initiative, Norman Hobbs links the Fresson 

name with Loganair and an Islander built in 1969 

 

   

 
Loganair postal cover (Norman Hobbs). 

Left- Fresson 

memorial, Kirkwall 

Airport 
(Simon Rolfe). 

 

Right-  
Fresson statue, 

Inverness Airport 
(Kevin Hadfield). 

Left- Highland 
Airways first 

air mail, 

December 
1934  

(Richard 

Fresson, 

Fresson 

Trust). 

 

 Shetland ponies on Fair Isle (Daily Record). 

Name Capt. E. E. Fresson 

OBE on Islander nose 

 (Norman Hobbs). 
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Pacific Sun Islander Flight to Malololailai by Sam Chui 
 

(This article is based on a travel report from Sam Chui’s travelogue website 

https://samchui.com ) 
 

Following our arrival in Fiji at Nadi airport, we decided to fly to Malololailai, an island about 10 minutes 
flight off the coast of Viti Levu, the main island of Fiji. Pacific Sun operates the service with Britten 

Norman Islander 8 seater aircraft. The terminal at Nadi supports domestic and international flights. 

Domestic check-in is on the left hand side. Flights can be booked easily online with reasonable cost. 

However, it is noted that flights are running on “Fiji” times, which means it may not always be the 
same time as your ticket says.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

With a small inbound delay, we finally board the plane, Islander DQ-FCX, at 11:30. There was a total 

of 4 passengers, I chose a good seat to sit directly behind the pilots. The Fijian pilot greeted us and 
gave us inflight briefing. The flight entertainment is using a paper fan to cool yourself down! The flight 

took about 10 minutes and offers some great view over the reef and landing on the sandy airstrip is a 

plus! You can take the flight as a sightseeing special, as it is extremely scenic from above.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

I think I have arrived in Paradise! The 

Islander is returning empty with only the 

pilots, I asked them whether they can put on 

a good show so I can photograph their take 

off and I was not disappointed by the quick 

climb at the end of the runway! Photography 

was easy as there is no fence, security check 

or guard deterring you to take pictures in 

Malololailai. You can walk along everywhere 

but watch out if there is aircraft on approach. 

It is similar to St Maarten but of course no 

jets visiting.  

 

Pacific Sun Islander DQ-FCX c/n 833 

(Sam Chui). 

View from Islander DQ-FCX En route to 

Malololailai (Sam Chui). 

Approaching Malololailai 

(Sam Chui). 

Islander DQ-FCX on final approach to the 

Malololailai Airstrip (Sam Chui). 

View of Malololailai Airstrip entrance (Sam Chui). 

https://samchui.com/
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After several hours of snorkelling, relaxing in the spa and the bar in Plantation Resort, it is time to 

return to Nadi. We apparently only just missed out our original flight by a few minutes - as I 

mentioned the flights operate on “Fiji” time, but not strictly according to schedule. As a result, we have 

to wait for the last flight and I took some picture of the terminal and airfield.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

At 5pm, the last flight appears in the sky and approaches over the beach! The return flight took about 

20 minutes, mainly because of giving way to an Air Pacific B747-400 to land. There were only 2 of us 

on this flight so it is totally ours! Some storms were building up in the evening after a completely 

sunny day. The Islander flight performance was well suited to operate from the short air strip and it 

climbs fast and well. I strongly recommend anyone visiting Fiji to use Pacific Sun for island hopping as 

the cost is just slightly more than taking the ferry. During our stay in February, it was beautiful and 

sunny most of the times with very clear night skies for stargazing! Fiji offers outstanding values for 

vacation to suits all budgets. 

 

 

 

 

BN-2T Islander Operator Air Key West 

 

  

Malololailai Airstrip runway (Sam Chui). Islander DQ-FCX climbing away from Malololailai 

Airstrip (Sam Chui). 

 

Air Key West has operated its BN-2T 

since 2002 and is a fully certified, 

licensed, bonded, and insured Federal 

Aviation Administration Part 135 

(Commuter and On-Demand Charter) 

Air Carrier. 

For more information about Air Key 

West go to: Home - Air Key West 

 

Pacific Sun’s BN-2A-9 Islander DQ-FCX, c/n 833, made a first flight on 25 February 1977 as a BN-2A-6, G-

BEMJ. After conversion to BN-2A-9 configuration it was exported to the Gilbert Islands in February 1979 for Air 

Tungaru and registered as DQ-FCX. With Air Coral Coast it was damaged in a storm at Nadi on 17 January 
1985 and rebuilt.  Named “Adi Yasaw” with Sun Air, its operator took up the name of Pacific Sun on 1 February 
2007; it has spent all its operating life in the Pacific region.  

Air Key West’s BN-2T Islander N685KW at Cat 

Cay, Bahamas (Air Key West). 

 

Air Key West’s BN-2T Islander 

N685KW, c/n 2120, waiting for 

passengers at Exuma, Bahamas  

(Air Key West). 

A recent post on B-N’s facebook drew attention to BN-2T Islander operator Air Key West. The 

Islander, known locally as their ‘air truck’, supports charter flights, aerial surveying and cargo 

services. Passengers have the opportunity to avoid congested commercial flights and travel with 

their family and friends between Key West, The Bahamas, Cuba, Naples, Orlando, Miami and more. 

 

https://airkeywest.com/
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Line Up of BN-2 Variants at Solent Airport 
. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B-N to deliver Major Upgrade for Armed Forces Malta Islander. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BN-2 variants from left to right are: 
 

BN-2A-Mk.III-2 Trislander G-RLON, 

c/n 1008; 

 
BN-2T G-JSAT, c/n 2277; 

 

BN-2B-20 Islander G-CJJO/D-ILFB, 

c/n 2313; 
 

BN-2T-4S G-WPNS, c/n 4011; 

 

BN-2T (Modified) G-DLRA, c/n 2140. 

B-N has recently announced that a new 

agreement between the Maltese Government 
and Britten-Norman will lead to a significant 

mid-life update for Armed Forces Malta’s BN-2 

Islander AS9819, c/n 2156.  

The latest upgrade follows on from a previous 
upgrade that brought new mission sensors to 

the aircraft and conversion to a BN-2T by 

replacing its Lycoming piston engines with 

Rolls Royce Allison Model 250 gas turbine 
engines.  

The latest changes will now include a major 

update to the cockpit with enhanced SAR 

functionality and a new capability of 
Performance Based Navigation. 

 

Armed Forces Malta BN-2T Islander AS9819 

(B-N). 

 
The upgrade involves the installation of a new Garmin G600TXi glass cockpit, with the GTN750Xi 

and GTN 650Xi NAV/COMM/GPS. The Garmin G600TXi provides a cost effective and practical 

solution to upgrading the Islander and is a modification available through Britten-Norman for both 
the piston and turboprop variants.  

Also to be installed is the latest addition to the Garmin avionics suite, the GI275, an extremely 

versatile multi-function display that can act as a primary or, as in this installation, as a 

reversionary secondary display with integral battery.  
These improvements to the Islander bring the aircraft to the very latest operating standard and will 

greatly enhance the aircraft’s core capabilities. Coupled with the Genesys System 55X autopilot, 

the Garmin G600TXi can be configured to provide automatic search patterns for Search & Rescue 

operations, reducing pilot workload and providing dramatic improvements to mission success rates. 
 

 BN-2T Islander AS9819 History 
Islander c/n 2156 was built in Romania as a BN-2B-26 and made a first flight on 11 December 

1982. Registered as G-BKJG it arrived in the UK on 22 May 1984 where it was converted to a 

BN-2T and made a first flight in this configuration on 16 June 1987. With a new registration, G-

LIPP, it was delivered to the Rhine Army Parachute Association at Sennelager, West Germany, 
on 15 July 1987. It returned to B-N in November 1997 and converted back to its BN-2B-26 

configuration and made a first flight in this form on 8 September 1998. It was sold to the Armed 

Forces Malta and arrived at Luqa on 25 September where it was registered as 9H-ADF. On 1 May 

2000 it was given the serial AS9819. It returned to Bembridge in September for a major 
overhaul carried out by FlyBN as G-51-2156. It returned to Malta in May 2007 and was later 

converted to BN-2T configuration in 2015 (?). 

 

 

B-N recently posted another image on facebook of all the BN-2 variants lined up together at Solent 

Airport. 
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First Flight of Islander c/n 2283 After Rebuild 
. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sightings of an unidentified Islander in primer colours on 11 April, 2021, being towed to 

across Solent Airport for painting, raised questions of its identity. Subsequently it was 

determined to be a BN-2B-20, c/n 2283, formerly VH-ZZX. Later it emerged painted white 
and registered G-BVSG and was flown on 11 May, 2021. One question still unanswered is 

why the wing of G-BVSG has wing fences. Normally these are only seen on BN-2Ts. 

  

 

Islander c/n 2283 was built as a BN-2B-

20 in Romania and first flown on 3.5.95. 

It arrived in the UK on 13.5.95 and given 

the registration G-BVSG.  
It was delivered to Surveillance Australia, 

Adelaide, South Australia, on 21.7.95 via 

National Jet Systems and took up the 

registration mark VH-ZZX in August 1995. 

On 11.1.08 it went to Britten-Norman 

(Pty) Tamworth, New South Wales, 

Australia and subsequently returned to 
the UK.  

Islander c/n 2283 was stored in a 

dismantled state at Solent Airport since 

2008. B-N has given the aircraft a 

complete refurbishment and rebuild at 

Solent Airport. The work is believed to 

have started in mid-2020. 

Islander c/n 2283 at Solent Airport 11 April, 

2021, (Ian Wikberg). 

Islander c/n 2283 as VH-ZZX when in 

service with Surveillance Australia 

(Nick Dean). 

B-N Announces Aircraft Refurbishment Scheme 
. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Britten-Norman has announced that it offers 

factory refurbished aircraft finished to 

individual customer requirements. The work 
will be done at B-N’s Solent Airport premises.  

Refurbished aircraft come with a 6-month 

pre-owned warranty programme as standard. 
 

From proven experience, it has been shown 

to be very cost effective to bring back long 

serving Islanders to “as new” condition ready 

for many more years of faithful service. 

 

Islander c/n 2283, after painting, and now 

with registration mark G-BVSG, taking off 

for its first flight at Solent Airport, 11 May 

2021 (Terry Coombes). 

Right - B-N’s company demonstrator RigtBN-2T Islander 

G-JSAT outside Hangar 5 at Solent Airport (B-N). 
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New Contract Secures Aer Arann Islands Islander Operation 
 

After several years of debate, changes of ownership and uncertainty regarding air services to the 

Aran Islands, the Department of Rural and Community Development has awarded Galway Aviation 

Services Limited, trading as Aer Arann Islands, a new €5.6 million contract to support air services 

to the Aran Islands. The contract will last for four years and also includes the management of 

Aerfort Chonamara at Inverin (Connemara Airport), the airports on the three Aran Islands, and two 

other airports, Inisboffin and Cleggan, for the period up to 2025. 
 

The new contract will ensure continuity for the air services between Aerfort Chonamara and the 

Aran Islands. This gives long term certainty and reassurance to the communities who live on the 

Aran Islands and rely on these services. It is also an important investment in terms of tourism and 

will ensure the Department’s aerodromes are professionally managed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Investment in island communities is a key 

commitment in ‘Our Rural Future’ – the 

Government’s ambitious new policy for rural 

Ireland. Further announcements in relation to 

island communities will be made when a specific 

new strategy to support the islands is declared in 

the near future. The islands are special places in 

the hearts of the Irish people and are popular 

destinations for tens of thousands of tourists 

each year. 
 

The airports at Cleggan and Inishbofin were 

completed in 2009 but have never opened 

despite over €10 million being spent on their 

construction and upkeep. It’s not clear whether 

this new contract includes any provision of air 

services to or from the ‘new’ airports. 
 

Galway Aviation Services own a fleet of three 

Britten Norman BN-2 Islander aircraft, EI-AYN, 

c/n 704, EI-BCE, c/n 519 and EI-CUW, c/n 2293. 

The company operates daily flights between 

Connemara Airport and Inis Mor, Inis Meain and 

Inis Oirr.  
 

Aer Arann Islands has operated Islanders since 

1982. Services operate all year round and in all 

weathers as an alternative to a sea crossing to 

the islands. The sea crossing takes much longer 

and sea conditions are generally such that it is a 

bit of a “lumpy” and unsettling experience.  
 

Aer Arann’s first Islander was acquired in 1975 

and the type has, over the years, proved 

eminently suited for the air service connecting 

the Aran Islands to the mainland. 
 

If the airports at Cleggan and Inishbofin were 

brought into use maybe there would be a need 

for additional aircraft. Also, it is possible to 

envisage that, in the near future, Aer Arann 

Islands could well benefit from the development 

of the electric Islander retrofit that is part of 

Project Fresson. 
 

Present day Aer Arann Islander operations are 

well presented in this Youtube video clip: 

Trip Report | Island Hop with Aer Arann - YouTube 

 

 

 

 

Luggage being unloaded at one of the Aran Island 

airstrips (Graeme Dunne). 

Airport terminal on Inis Oirr  
(Graeme Dunne). 

Loading under way at Connemara Airport 

(Graeme Dunne). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Vf8Wo3xxIM


 

37 

 

From the BNAPS Archive – BN-1F Remembered 70 Years On 
 
 
 

70 years ago on 25 May 1951, the Britten-Norman BN-1F made its first flight from 

Bembridge Airport, piloted by Fairey Aviation Production Test Pilot, Geoffrey Alington. 

Thanks to BNAPS being granted access to the John Britten papers by John Britten’s 

nephew, James Morton, several previously unpublished photographs of these early times 

have come to light.  

 

 

 

  

BN-1F, G-ALZE, in the air, possibly on its first 

flight (John Britten Papers). 

John Britten with BN-1F Test Pilot, Geoffrey 

Alington (John Britten Papers). 

John Britten with Desmond Norman who piloted 

the BN-1F after it had obtained a permit to fly 

(John Britten Papers). 

John Britten with the BN-1F before setting off on 

a flight, possibly the first flight  

(John Britten Papers). 

After the first flight, Geoffrey Alington prepared a flight test report that formed part of the 

information required by the Air Registration Board (ARB) as part of the process for gaining 

a permit to fly. Geoffrey Alington’s BN-1F flight test report will be included in the July 

issue of BNAPS News. 

Local newspaper report of BN-1F’s 

first flight. 
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From the BNAPS Archive – BN-1F Remembered 70 Years On 
 

Text of a letter from BN-1F designated test pilot Geoffrey Alington to John Britten sent a 

few days after the first flight. 
 

28th May, 1951. 

John Britten, Esq., 

St. Denis, 

Bembridge 

Isle of Wight.  
 

Dear John, 

Just a line to tell you that this morning at White Waltham I found your letter awaiting me, also a line to thank you 

for looking after me over the weekend. I must say I enjoyed myself thoroughly. 
 

I came up here in the Gemini from White Waltham at 9.30 a.m. all to no avail as the weather is unsuitable for the 

Yorks. However, it may improve as the days goes by. 
 

I have just been into Altrincham to try and purchase a picot head for you at the R.A.F. surplus stores, but 

unfortunately they have none. 
 

Now with regard to your aircraft. The points I think you should do at the first opportunity, you know these already 

anyway, are as follows: 
 

l. Fit a sprung tail shoe. 
 

2. If possible fit large main wheels. 
 

3. Carefully recheck your petrol flow on the ground at stalling angle with varying gallons in the tank (this 

may be your loss of power trouble, but If it is not it still remains a complete mystery). 
 

4.  Change your rev. counter. 
 

5.  Change your oil pressure gauge. (It starts at 30 lbs. if I remember rightly and your normal running is only 

35lbs. per square inch). 
 

6. Fit a standard pitot tube as far out from the fuselage as can safely be done without interference from the 

flow under the wing. (I have an idea that your present static is not nearly far enough away from the propellor - it 

should be at least 2/3 of the total length of the fuselage, from the propellor) 
 

7. Fit another propellor. 
 

All these things should improve the aircraft so that we can get some figures to work on, but the -main thing, of 

course, is to fit another wing with a thinner wing section and a larger wing area. The present wing may have a 

good lift coefficient but it certainly has a large draft one as well, and your extra wing loading and what do you 

think? 
 

I must say I think you ought to be congratulated that on your first attempt your stick forces are all that you erected 

them to be, and as far as I can tell with the little flying that I have done on the machine, all your control surfaces 

seem adequate for in the air as she is quite stable with the engine on and engine off. 
 

I was impressed with: 
 

(1) The lack of vibration transmitted to the wooden fuselage from the engine (so often you cannot read the 

instrurments with an ultra light plane, 

(2) Stability in flight, power on and off, and small changes of trim with flap.  

(3) Cockpit comfort.  
 

I was alarmed with: 

(a) Apparent unwillingmess of the aircraft to fly. 

(b) The extraordinary steep rate of descent in tine glide. 

(c) The lack of stall warning. 

 

I might be down at Hamble or Bembridge this weekend. Again, many thanks and I hope you go on with this 

aircraft, for if a, b and c above are cured you will have a very nice little aircraft. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

Geoffrey 
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 Wight Military & Heritage Museum 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Islander “Puzzle” 

 

. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Islander puzzle construction kit in its original 

form is available from the B-N shop: 
The kit consists of laser cut push out plywood shapes 

that makes it relatively easy to construct the 

Islander.  

Recently variation of the Islander puzzle has 
appeared that depicts the Channel Islands Air Search 

Islander 2-CIAS. The kit can be ordered from the 

CIAS website: 

Proceeds from sales of the CIAS Islander “puzzle” 
will help fund the work of the CIAS to provide search 

and rescue aerial coverage for the Channel Islands 
and surrounding area. 

  

 

There are two main exhibition areas housing a 

variety of different vehicles covering six decades of 

military and civilian transport, from the oldest Isle of 
Wight built B-N Islander aircraft in existence, G-

AVCN, (new for 2021) to a WW2 police car. Many of 

the vehicles are in running order and at certain times 

rides are available in some of them.  

Churchills tea rooms offers hot and cold drinks, 

snacks, cakes and cream teas. 
Alongside its collection of artefacts and as a 

preservation centre for all types of historic 

memorabilia both civil and military, the WM&HM also 

aims to be a hub for ex-service personnel and 

disadvantaged youngsters or vulnerable adults to 

meet and access services tailored to their needs. The 
museum also provides volunteer posts for the long 

term unemployed. Any Charity profits are 

redistributed to achieve the above aims. 

 

 

The Wight Military & Heritage Museum (WM&HM) includes is a huge collection of uniforms, 

rifles and model tanks from across the globe, with an area dedicated to female 

conscription during WW2. There is also a varied selection of machine guns and small arms 
from around the world. There is also a WW2 street scene to explore. 

 

The WM&HM is situated on the main Cowes to Newport road on the west side of the River 

Medina at Northwood Camp, 490 Newport Road, Cowes, Isle of Wight, PO31 8QU.  

For more information go to: wmahm.org.uk) 

 

  

http://www.wmahm.org.uk/
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Islander and Trislander Postcards for Sale 
To help fund the continuing restoration and public display of CN, we will be selling Islander 

and Trislander postcards. We have a number of postcards published by BN Historians and 

Pilatus Britten-Norman, plus some more recent additions. 

 

BNAPS volunteer Norman Hobbs has kindly agreed to manage this fund raising initiative. 
For an up-to-date list of postcards available, please contact him direct by email: 

norman@bnaps.org.uk 

We are keen to increase the range of postcards available. Any postcard donations would 

be most welcome. Thank you. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming BNAPS Events 
 

Now that BNAPS operations have moved to the 

Wight Military and Heritage Museum it is hoped that 

visits and events can be arranged in the not too 

distant future. 
 

The “official unveiling” of Islander G-AVCN is 

provisionally scheduled for September 25 2021 
 

If anyone needs more information about BNAPS and what 

is happening please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

How to contact BNAPS: 

Email: 
bob@bnaps.org.uk 

Telephone: 01329 315561 

Post: 

BNAPS (Dept NL) 

c/o 
7, William Close, 

FAREHAM, 

Hampshire,  

PO14 2PQ. 

 

BNAPS  
BNAPS is a Registered Charity, 

No. 1100735, set up to 

"preserve the history and 

aircraft of Britten-Norman with 

the support of members’ 
subscriptions, sponsorship and 

donations" 
 

BNAPS registered address is: 

7, William Close 

FAREHAM, 
Hampshire, 

PO14 2PQ 
 

Trustees are Peter Graham, 

Bob Wilson, Guy Palmer and 

Bob Wealthy. 

Bob Wealthy is currently the 
Trust Chairman.  
 

More BNAPS Supporters Needed 
 

If any BNAPS Supporters Club member knows of someone 

who would be interested in joining please pass on contact 

details to our BNAPS Membership Secretary, Rita 

Edgcumbe at sales@bnaps.org.uk 
 

The principal aims of the BNAPS Supporters Club are:  

“to assist BNAPS to preserve the history and aircraft of 

Britten-Norman through member donations and to provide 

assistance with the day-to-day operations of the charity”  

Anyone with an interest in local aviation heritage is 
welcome. 

As a point of clarification, whilst BNAPS has contact with 

B-N Group from time to time, as a charitable trust BNAPS 

is an independent organisation. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

BNAPS on the Internet - information and back issues of BNAPS News go to www.bnaps.org.uk 
Facebook - Look out for latest posts and news on the BNAPS Facebook page 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

BNAPS Sales 
BNAPS merchandise storage location is now accessible following the move to the 

Wight Military & Heritage Museum 

The BNAPS Sales Catalogue is in the process of being revised to reflect the recent stock 

take and also to include new line items. This will include several B-N memorabilia items 

and the selection will be extended as the work of sorting and cataloguing memorabilia held 
in the BNAPS Archive Collection gets under way where duplicate copies are identified and 

can be offered for sale.  

 
 

Please contact Rita Edgcumbe sales@bnaps.org.uk if there are any questions regarding stock 

items and availability. A revised stock list and sales catalogue will be available in the near future.  

 

 
 

mailto:norman@bnaps.org.uk
http://www.bnaps.org.uk/
mailto:sales@bnaps.org.uk

