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Historic 1968 Handover of G-AVCN Remembered
Pictured in 1968 at the
official handover, Bert Lane,
right, receives the keys to
Aurigny’s first Islander, GAVCN, from designer John
Britten. Next to him is
Desmond Norman,
managing director of Britten
Norman and next to Mr
Lane is Charles Pool, the
managing director of Glos
Air.

Christine Herring, the daughter of one of Aurigny Air Services’ first pilots, Bert Lane, has recently
revisited Guernsey after 35 years away, bringing some photographs from the earliest days of the
airline. Bert Lane, a former RAF pilot, was part of Aurigny when it first took off 45 years ago.
After leaving the service, during which he flew in the RAF’s Red Pelican aerobatic team, Mr Lane
went on to teach flying at Staverton Airport in Gloucestershire. It was there he met businessman
and pilot Sir Derrick Bailey, who owned Glos Air at the time.
Mrs Herring, who lives in Cheltenham, said: “In the late-60s Sir Derrick was thinking of starting
up an airline in the Channel Islands. British United Typical
AirwaysIslander
was finding
it impossible
Lycoming
engine to keep its
Alderney to Guernsey route profitable and Sir Derrick learnedinstallation
that they were going to pull out.
The local people welcomed Aurigny as they wanted more of a regular “bus service” that they
could hop on and off. Sir Derrick thought he could provide it.”
In March 1968 B-N Islander G-AVCN was the first plane to operate under the Aurigny Air
Services banner and more Islanders were soon acquired. Mr Lane, Charles Poole, Butch
Catchiside and Bob Haymer were the first pilots. “They were all living on Alderney without their
families at first and “survived” in a holiday let in Platte Saline,’ she said.‘They called it The
Piggery, this is probably a reference to the fact that three or four men lived in it, with perhaps
not much time for housework and washing, rather than a reference to the accommodation. It
was all very basic when they started out and they had masses of work including sorting out
tickets, bookings and even luggage loading.’
Eventually Mr Lane’s wife, Irene, joined him in Alderney and they bought a home in Champs
Beauli off Longis Road. Chris visited three or four times yearly and she cherished her memories
of time spent on the island. ‘‘Dad was very proud of his part in helping to get Aurigny off the
ground and it was lovely to revisit a place that was such a huge part of his and Mum’s life.”
Mr Lane died in 2006, but his wife, 87, lives near her family in Cheltenham.
(Based on a recent news item in the The Guernsey Press)

Channel Islands Air Search Islander
damaged in emergency landing, crew
members escape unhurt –
see report on page 6
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Former Aurigny Air Services Trislanders Depart Guernsey for Scotland
Sightings of the shipment
of
ex
Aurigny
Air
Services Trislander GXTOR, c/n 359, and
Trislander kit c/n 1072
have surfaced on the
internet.
The aircraft have been
acquired
by
Cormack
Islander Aircraft Ltd and
were on their way to the
company’s
base
at
Cumbernauld, Scotland.

Aurigny Air Services Evaluates Possible Trislander Replacement
A new development in the quest by Aurigny Air Services to replace their long serving
Trislander fleet is the news that a Dornier 228 will be given a two week trial on the
Guernsey to Jersey route. It is reported that the Trislander fleet may be phased out in
2014.
Meanwhile major changes are underway in other areas of Aurigny’s operations with the
intention to acquire an Embraer 195 jet to serve the Guernsey to Gatwick route
following an announcement by Flybe that it will not operate this route after March
2014. This situation is no doubt complicated by Easyjet’s plan to operate the route
when Flybe pulls out.

Trislander G-JOEY Stars in Jersey Air Show
Aurigny’s famous Trislander G-JOEY made a rare air show appearance at the Jersey
International Air Show in early September. Due to bad weather some of the airshow
items were unable to get to the show and a request was made for G-JOEY to fill the gap.
By all accounts G-JOEY’s spirited fly bys and steeply banked turns were well received by
the crowds at the show.

Photo: www.jersey-airportblogspot.com
G-JOEY parked alongside the Red Arrows.
Aurigny pilot, Tim Osborne, is on the right,
with Dave Cox, Aurigny’s Jersey Station
Superintendent, who acted as observer during
the flight at the show (Photo courtesy Tim
Osborne).
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Maybe next year!

VCN Restoration Progress Report September - November 2013
Steady progress continues. A second propeller has been donated by George Cormack
who also kindly got it shipped down to us from Scotland. This propeller will now be on its
way to Proptech to be worked on and re-finished so that it matches the first propeller
that was delivered to BNAPS back in July (see July issue of BNAPS News).
The main tasks in the workshop have included completion of etch priming the fuselage,
completion of baggage bay door surround, installation of the rudder pedal assemblies
and the elevator and aileron control mechanism. The instrument panel and associated
items have been painted in satin finish black and are ready to be fitted at a later stage.
General
view
of
the
fuselage as painting and
other structural work nears
completion Pat Gallagher,
Bob Ward and Guy Palmer
step back to admire the
fuselage.
As a result of much hard
and time consuming work,
it is all etch primed after
the final stage of decorroding/dent repair of the
LHS
central and
nose
sections.

Baggage bay door
surround located with
skin clips and ready for
riveting.

Replacement floor
sections have all been
etch primed and drilled
and are now awaiting
completion of the
underfloor control cable
ferrules and Waxoyling
of the underfloor void.
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VCN Restoration Progress Report September-November 2013
(Continued)

Main instrument panel now painted
together with flight instrument panel and
mounting frame

Refurbished baggage door
surround is now in place complete
with hardwood protection fitted to
bottom edge of the door aperture.

Both fully restored rudder pedals are now re-installed along with the restored control yoke.
Also the throttle box controls are near to complete with just one mixture control remaining.
This latter task has been time consuming with little design information to go on. A collection
of shims and friction washers are needed to ensure correct separation between the 6 levers
and to provide suitable friction to give feel to the controls. Most of this installation has been
done by Bob Ward supported by Keith Winter, Paul Thomasson and Guy Palmer. On the right
side part of the Contact Breaker Panel is also in the process of being fitted. There is still
much work to be done to complete the control installation but significant progress has been
made.
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VCN Restoration Progress Report September – November 2013
(Continued)
Bob Ward and Pat Gallagher
continued on the engine and
flight control installation to
clear work on the under
floor void.
On 14 November Keith
Winter started fitting the
first of the replacement floor
panels after he and Pat
Gallagher had applied anticorrosion Waxoyl to all the
under floor structure.
Completion of the work on
the replacement floor will
now follow and thus enable
the fuselage fitting out work
to get fully underway.

Other work underway includes cleaning and inspection of Perspex window
transparencies together with preparation of the electrical harness for the required
lighting circuits ready for the fuselage fitting-out phase.
Preparation work is now underway for the time when the workshop has to be rearranged to enable work on the wing structure to start. Work to fit out the fuselage will
carry on in parallel together with the continuing search for missing and replacement
parts.

Interesting Pilatus Aircraft “Islander Competitor”
When a Pilatus Aircraft brochure
for a PC8 Twin Porter dating from
1967 turned up recently it was
interesting to see the Swiss view
of what a rugged twin engine
utility aircraft might look like.
Based on components of the PC6
Turbo Porter, the PC8 employed
290hp Lycoming engines mounted
on the wing leading edge close in
board but with the propellers
projecting well forward. Like the
PC6 a tailwheel undercarriage was
employed with similar strutted
main undercarriage legs. Only one
PC8 was and test flown and
subsequently scrapped in 1968.
One of the reasons given was
poor single engine performance or
maybe the Islander was just too
much competition?
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Channel Islands Air Search Islander Damaged in Emergency Landing
The Channel Islands Air Search (CIAS) B-N Islander, G-CIAS, Lion’s Pride, sustained
significant damage when it made an emergency landing at 19.15 on Sunday 3 November.
During a search and rescue mission in atrocious weather conditions to locate the
occupants of a dinghy off the north Jersey coast, the Islander’s engines lost power and
the pilot skillfully guided the aircraft down onto a sloping field known as the Devil’s Hole
using the lights of the nearby Priory Inn to assist. Fortunately all five crew members
escaped from the crash without injury.
News as of 11 November was that engineers from Cormack Islander Aircraft Ltd were due
to arrive on site to assess the damage and see whether the Islander can be repaired.
From photographs of the crash site it is evident the the port main undercarriage leg has
been forced backwards and will no doubt have caused some damage to the internal wing
structure and fuselage attachments. The nose section suffered significant damage when
the aircraft hit a tree trunk and was brought to a halt.
The CIAS organisation is run by volunteers and is funded through donations and fund
raising activities. The aircraft is equipped with a range of sensors and other equipment to
suit its search and rescue missions, the nose section housed some of the special
equipment that may have been damaged.

Views of Islander G-CIAS at the Devil’s Hole crash site (Photos ITV Channel Television)
The following interim statement was issued by CIAS on 5 November:
The Chairman Derek Short, Chief Operating Officer Commander Colin Ferbrache OBE, Trustees,
crew members and Friends of Airsearch wish to thank all those organisations and individuals for
their expressions of support following the emergency landing of Lions’ Pride on the North coast
of Jersey during the evening of Sunday 3 November whilst on service. In particular those
supportive comments directed to the airmanship of the Pilot, whose skill enabled the 5 crew
members to evacuate the aircraft swiftly on landing and without injury, in weather conditions
described by Jersey Coastguard as ‘horrendous’.
Matters are now taking their course. The Air Accident Inspectors are due in Jersey today
(Tuesday 5 November) to begin their investigation and in tandem, the current condition of
Lions’ Pride is being assessed.
Airsearch have also been inundated with offers of financial support for which the Trustees would
like to express their thanks. All donations will be gratefully received and will assist in ensuring
the future of this voluntary emergency service, founded in 1980.
The Chairman and Trustees are committed to Lions’ Pride (or a replacement aircraft should
damage to the current aircraft be found to be beyond repair) being available on call 24/7 within
a reasonable time-scale.
This Interim Update will be revised as matters progress. Every effort will be made to ensure
that ‘the lifeboat’s eyes in the sky’ is airborne once again.
Captain Brian Nibbs Trustee/Press Officer, CIAS 5 November 2013

Latest news is that engineers have inspected the aircraft and determined that repairs
are feasible. After being dismantled G-CIAS will be transported to Cormack Islander
Aircraft’s base at Cumbernauld, Scotland.
For more information about the CIAS organisation and contact details, should anyone
wish to make a donation to this worthy cause, see: www.ci-airsearch.com
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New Islander Operator, Cape Air

Cape Air Islander N510BN.
This aircraft is a BN-2B-20, c/n 2239, and was previously registered as G-BSPS.…
With the recent delivery by Cormack Islander Aircraft of three newly refurbished B-N Islanders,
Cape Air continues its growth in the Caribbean by adding non-stop service between San Juan and
Culebra and between San Juan and Virgin Gorda. Beginning on December 17, four daily flights
will operate between San Juan and Culebra and on December 18, three daily flights will operate
between San Juan and Virgin Gorda. Linda Markham, President of Cape Air, said “We are thrilled
with these additions to our Caribbean route map. There is a real need to provide reliable service
. San Juan to Culebra and Virgin Gorda, and the new service will benefit travellers and locals
from
alike. We are so committed to the success of these routes that we have acquired new aircraft
specific to the unique needs of Culebra and Virgin Gorda.”
Culebra and Virgin Gorda both have short runways, which limit the type of aircraft that can land at
their airports. Cape Air has acquired the Islanders as they are specifically suited to the needs of
these markets with the capability to land on short runways. “Linda Markham emphasised that by
acquiring this new equipment, Cape Air now has the right aircraft appropriate for short take offs
and landings that will allow passengers to be conveyed to destinations that have limited access
but are unique.”

BNAPS Mugs and 2014 Desk Calendars Now On Sale
BNAPS Ltd is the sales arm of BNAPS and in selling books and memorabilia etc. and makes a
significant contribution to our restoration funds.
BNAPS Supporters are invited to purchase the latest additions to our range of items for sale:
the BNAPS mug and BNAPS 2014 Desk Calendar. These can be purchased direct from BNAPS Ltd,
at BNAPS events sales stand and by mail order.

The mug bears a striking image of
G-AVCN and is dish washer proof.
Price for BNAPS Supporters is
£6.00 and for non-members £6.50,
UK p&p is £2.00.

The BNAPS 2014 Desk Calendar comes in a
plastic fold-out CD size case with a series of
images depicting stages in the life of our BN Islander G-AVCN. Price for BNAPS
Supporters is £5.00 and for non-members
£5.50, UK p&p is £1.70.
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BNAPS Now on the Internet - Courtesy of
Ivan Berryman, information about BNAPS including
back issues of BNAPS News can now be found on
Ivan’s website together with his wide range of
aviation prints
www.ivanberrymandirect.com/bnaps.htm

More BNAPS Supporters Needed
If any BNAPS Supporters Club member knows of
someone who would be interested in joining please pass
on contact details to our BNAPS Membership Secretary,
Rita Edgcumbe.
The principal aims of the BNAPS Supporters Club are “to
assist BNAPS to preserve the history and aircraft of
Britten-Norman through member donations and to
provide assistance with the day-to-day operations of the
charity” - anyone with an interest in local aviation
heritage is welcome.
As a point of clarification, whilst BNAPS has contact with
B-N Group from time to time, as a charitable trust
BNAPS is an independent organisation.

Forthcoming BNAPS Events
6 December 2013 – BNAPS invites all Supporters
and guests to the 2013 Christmas Social evening
on Friday 6 December at the Propeller Inn,
Bembridge Airport. There will be a buffet, a fun
aviation quiz, raffle and an opportunity to
purchase the newly released BNAPS Mug and 2014
Calendar plus all the other sales items. Doors open
at 6.30pm with the quiz starting at 7.30pm.
Charge for the evening is £10.00/head.
If take up is less than 20 places then we will
organise a sit down meal from the Propeller Inn
Christmas menu at around £15.00/person, doors
open at 6.30pm for 7.00pm start.
Please let us know by Friday 29 November if
you plan to attend. A £5.00 deposit is
requested.
If anyone is willing to give a talk or presentation,
generally on an aviation related topic, that would be of
interest then please contact Bob Wealthy on 01329
315561 or any of the BNAPS Trustees.
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BNAPS Books, Prints and
Memorabilia Sales
BNAPS Ltd. Books, Ivan Berryman
prints and memorabilia sales are
now
being
handled
by
Rita
Edgcumbe assisted by John Kenyon.
If you need a current price list or
wish to purchase specific items
offered for sale please contact Rita
on 01983 875790 or by e mail
m.edgcumbe@yahoo.co.uk

BNAPS Trust
BNAPS is a Registered Charity, No.
1100735, set up to "preserve the
history and aircraft of Britten-Norman
with the support of members’
subscriptions, sponsorship and
donations"
BNAPS registered address is:
The Great Barn,
Five Bells Lane,
Nether Wallop,
Stockbridge,
Hampshire,
SO20 8EN.
Trustees are Peter Graham, Bob
Wilson, Guy Palmer and Bob Wealthy.
Bob Wealthy is now Chairman of the
Board of Trustees as of 13 November.

How to contact BNAPS:
Email:
solentaeromarine@hotmail.co.uk
Telephone: 01329 315561
Post:
BNAPS (Dept NL)
c/o The Propeller Inn,
Bembridge Airport,
Sandown Road,
Bembridge,
Isle of Wight, PO35 5PW.

