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Historic Aurigny Air Services B- N Island er Aircraft G- AVCN 
Restoration Project  

 
 In 2018 the Britten -Norman Aircraft Preservation Society (BNAPS) will see its project to 

restore the oldest Britten -Norman Islander aircraft in existence come to fruition when the 
aircraft is fully assembled at BNAPSô restoration workshop near Ryde, Isle of Wight . The 
historic aircraft is the third BN -2 Islander produce d at Bembridge Airport and was registered 

as G-AVCN. Over 50 years ago G -AVCN was under construction in the original Bembridge 
Hangar alongside what is now the Propeller Inn  at Bembridge Airport .  

 First flown from Bembridge Airport  on 24 April 1 967, G -AVCN appeared at t he Paris 
Show in June and on 18 August, 1967, was awarded its Passenger Transport Certificate of 
Airworthiness.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
BN-2 Islander G -AVCN seen here at Bembridge  Airport in early 1967 being prepared for a first 

flight  
 

 B-N Islander G -AVCN or ñCharlie Novemberò has several claims to fame. As the third 
Islander constructed it is now the oldest Islander in existence. Originally delivered to GlosAir 
in August 1967, it operated the first passenger carrying flight for the newl y formed airline 

Aurigny Air Services when it carried four passengers from Alderney to Guernsey on 1 March 
1968.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Islander G -AVCN at Southampton (Eastleigh) Airport in its original Aurigny Air Services liv ery 

sometime in late 1968 . 
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 After about 7 years of service with Aurigny, ñCharlie Novemberò was traded in and 
subsequently exported to Guadeloupe in 1977. After serving with a number of operators in 

the Caribbean region, by 1999 it was left in a semi derelict state at Isla Grande Airport in 
Puerto Rico.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Islander G -AVCN was exported to the Caribbean and served with Air Sport  

 in  Guadeloupe  as F-OGHG 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Now registered as N290VL for operation in Pu erto Rico, the  Islander was left derelict at I sla 
Grande Airport  after its last owner had gone out of business. The en gines, instruments and 

nose landing gear had been removed  and presumably sold . 

 
 

 
 Thanks to the efforts of BN Historians and sponsorship by Peter Grahamôs company, 
Airstream International , the Islander was brought back to the UK in early 2000, originally to 

be restored to fly, and the Britten -Norman Aircraft Preservation Society (BNAPS) was formed 
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to provide funds and oversee th e work. However, this did not work out as planned and by 
2009 the dismantled remains had been left in open storage and were obviously ñat riskò.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Islander G -AVCN remains ñat riskò at Bembridge in March 2010  

 
 BNAPS was re -vitalised in 2010 and  the remains moved into safekeeping while the 

future prospects for the Islander were considered. Following a survey of the condition of the 
remains showed that they were recoverable, and later on, after informal discussion s with the 

CAA, it was decided that a high quality static rebuild was the only feasible option. The 
restoration work was started in 2011 using workshop facilities adjacent to Bembridge Harbour 
where good progress was made.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

View of the fully restored instrument panel an d controls  
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Restored fuselage was transported to Bembridge Airport in June 2015  
to go on show at the Islander 50 celebrations.  

 
 Some 18 months ago the future prospect for the wing had looked somewhat bleak and 
there was a feeling that the task of rebuilding the wing was just too much of a challenge. Also 

due to the limited size of the workshop facilities at Harbour Farm, work on the wing was 
lagging behind.  

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Restored fuselage of Islander G -AVCN being unloaded at the new workshop on 16 March 2016  
 

 In late 2015 it became evident that for the project to continue a larger workshop would 
be needed and in March 2016 the project re - located to a large barn - like storage facility on 
the outskirts of Ryde. After much hard work and perseverance the wing of Islander G -AVCN 

has now reached the stage where its structure has bee n re -built and is now ready for top coat 
painting. The restoration work included extensive re -skinning, fabrication of missing parts, 

fitting of new parts and reconstruction of damaged parts together with extensive de -corroding 
and removal of old paint. A section of the port wing, that had to be cut off to allow transport 
to the UK in a 40 ft freight container, was re -attached.  
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Some of BNAPSô team of volunteers involved in moving the Islander  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

View of the wing now  it ha s been rebuilt and is ready to  be set up for top coat paintin g 

 
Following the move to a larger workshop in March 2016 and concentrated effort from the 

restoration team the situation was turned around such that the wing is now ready to be set 
up for top coat spray paint ing ï this will lead the way into the final assembly phase in the 
coming months.  

 The project ha s received continuing support from industry, individual donations, grants 
from the Isle of Wight High Sheriffôs Trust, the Transport Trust and WightAid. The restoration 

of  Islander G -AVCN has only been possible through the continuing dedicated efforts of our 
restoration team of volunteers.  BNAPS is planning an ñofficialò unveiling of the restored 
aircraft in 2018  when it will be seen in the colours of Aurigny Air Service s as it was 50 years 

ago .  

 

 


